
leepsng
the wpIder ness

ID Third year Edstudent, Robert Guest
meets the Gateway's Gary Bigg

-Kaila heard and he said, 'My work is
gooci. I shall telI Amorak (the spirit of the
Wolf) and he shail te/I his children, and
they wiII eat the sick and the weak and
the small caribou, so that, the land wiII be
Ieft for the fat and the good ones.' And
this is what happened and this is w/w the
caribou and the wolf are one; for the
caribou feeds the wolf, bu t it is the wolf
who keeps the caribou strong.

Qotek's Tale from Farley Mowat's
Neyer ry Wolf

Spcrtinrj facial foliaqe flot uinliko his
ilnto0r F a rle y M ow at ,

art ist/conservationist Bob Guest cames
on lîke, a sincenc, conipassionate (yet
realistie) hurnan being. Orne more cyrîîcal
than I might ho teinpted ta group that
particular gnous wîth the muc h-maligned
wvolf and place thern bath at the top of
the 'endangered species list.

At 34, Robert Charles Guest cai look
back on ail interest in nature and the
pr 'servation of wilderness spanning thirty
yuears (by his own admission). During the
interstice, ho has radua ted frorn the,
AIbi.rta College of Art in College, become
a tllow in the Alberta Society of Artists,
and partaken of a founding mombership
n the Alberta Art Foundation, an

organizatio presently engaged in
porc hasing Aberta artwork undor an
,innual grant froin the provincial

guverîmit.Now enrol led in education,
Bob is still active in conservation affairs,
notably in the detense of wolves, the
settiii( aside of wilderness reserves, and
the highly cuntroversial debate over
fIroarois leffisfation.

His rnost rabîd enithuiSiasm s vaiced
n thu, deue of vvolves, for which ho

wnfl fouir associates founded the Caniadian
Wnl f De in n oF"bruiary of 1968, and
owh;ich iwv niiib ,rs in the thousands.
1h 'jir Mafu fsto oarIs

The main objective

A seiety diedicated ta conservation and
tnderstan ding toward one of Canada's
most mnagnificant wild animais, the wolt.
These are specific objectives:

1. To educate the public and change the
oId wolf image.
2 To seek government protection for
endangered species.
3. To abolish the use of bounities and
poisons for wi/dlîfe.
4. To outlaw hunting woîves from
aircraft and snow vehicles.
5. To restrict the casual carrying of
firearms.

Canadian Wolf Defenders is a
recognized natural istory society. It is a
non-profit organization set up to develop
interest and un de rstan ding for the wolf
and its smaller cousin, the coyote. Wile
we praise the good work of other
conservation societies, î,e believe it is
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necessary ta specialize. For what animal
is traditianally more "dangerous" than a
wvolf? In -too many places the hand of
man has already demonstrated a kind of
superiority which has exterminated the
walf, the wld variety of "man's best
friend".

It is our duty ta search out facts
about wolves that will generate in terest.
Ve would like ta give nature loyers a new
angle ta consîdier. Too of ten preda tors are
thought ta be something against nature.
We hope more people wilI see the wolf as
a part of aur natural e ,vironment and
wlll take a stand for bis falý.

-Wildlife is the sêCeo an
wilderness setting. Wherctéf ra
wilderness there are wolv,,th wog
well toge the r."

Bob is naturally concerned ' ithiýtlie fatéi
of the Kakwva Falls rerian, soutfi~l- ee'of
Grande Prairie. lin anticipating of the
outeomo 0of the devlopient of th-area
by la'oing and ail cornpanies, the first
conservation society in the Peace Rivot
bloc (uni Albrta) vs'as iriauguirated binthe
sprinq o f 1971. Duîbbod VWild Kakwa, dhe
orrjani/dtiori s dc'h'ruuined to have the
rogian set asîde, as a wvildlîrnr'ss park. As ai
ftunder of the tmovemnent, Bob lias
st)ecific ideas as ta what shouIld and
should not bc, done in SUCh amas;

pratni t iroc to tînue we hear
suggestions that a wvilderness area shouild
be used for luon tîru. In tactit is
encouiraged ini soune cases, t)erhaps in an
attei,,npt ta raise support for saving wvhat
s left of our onspai led cuntry. WNhile thv
dca of hunting in a wilderness tarea

SOoinds ckay iii theory, it would create
sainie problemns. The' follovwinq points
should ho cansidered'

1 . One of the basic nepcds of a
wilderness area is ta provide sanctuary for
the remrnants cf or wildlife, population.
WVildlife is- the essence of any natural

setting and unless certain species are
protected they face extinction possibly
within a few years. Huntîng in the same
areas cao interrupt the ecological balance
which has existed for a long time.

2. H u t ing automatically creates
discrimination against any species of
wildlife which appears ta conipete with
Man - especially natural predators.
AnimaIs s§uch as grizzley bears, coyotes,
cougar, lynx, and tîmber wolves help ta
maintain a state of healthy eguilibrium
between thc game herds and prey species.

'~Rerrerber-these animaIs have rights,
to.Lts Save sorne of their country for

3. on the natural state we hardly ever
hear cf over-popflatiorl cr over-grazing. If
a natural orea ik not enclosed by a fonce,
surplus wildlife îisually leaves« the more
,popflated regfions and spreads out ino
the surrouînciing cr-try. VWhiere naturaf
prpdators arc, preserved, hurrtinq is not
uc~rquired ta 'harvest- thé extra arimaIs.

4, People, ton, ike -a' retreat avvay
,'rom the calcuîated dangers of each
k uinting season. The persan who) prefers
ta hunt vvith a cameGra should have JUSt as
mnuch riqht ta be there as, the ane , who
carnies a r1ie. Many pcaple ike ta
mnountain climb, go on ikes, canoe or
study natuLral plienornena wvithout takinqr
rîsks and beinq un conflict with hiuntiers.

5, Ou ite a f ton Purting initiates
humian greed and compelition. A
'wîlderrîess area where huIrIting s allowed
will likely end up as a (ilarifiu',d game
pasture- somr'thinq like lhose af western
Europe. Obviously, the huniers who have
the means econonically or the right
'connections' would have modre

favourable access to the area.

6. Hunting in a wilderniess area
involves a question of pivileges. For
example, if someone has the right ta
remove wildlife from a reserve area, then
someone else shoufd have the same right
ta dig op trees, set traps, transplant wild
flowers, colleet rocks and rab birds' nests
for egg collections. Imagine what would
happen ta the wilderness concept!

7. Since huniers have vast arcas of
the Province ta eaui their own, espccially
during each hunting season, 1 fail ta sec
why they should be allowcd within the
boundaries of a wil.dcrness reserve.
Unfortunately, even outside these areas
manycarcîess hunters make a bad name
for the rest. Besides, wc will aIl have ta
make sacrifices if certain areas are ta be
saved.

8. On the question of economics,
cvidently the amount of money brought
ino the country by huniters is isually
matched by that of visitors who wish ta
camp, take photographs, and gencrally
enjoy the outdoor atmosphere. There are
indications that more people prcfcr ta
observe wildlife than ta destray il,

cspeially in eastern Canada. Ouite often,
the cosi of good photographic equipment
more than equals that of hunting gear.

Not content ta rest on his laurels,
Bobs current endeavours oenter around
the firearms crisis. A true lover of
controversy, his attacks take the form of
persuation as opposed ta destructive
criticisn. In a brief sent ta several
ministers in the provincial government, he
outlines the problem and suggested
solutions:

"Il is obviaus that guns are in the
hands of too mnany irresponsible people.
Each year increasing numbers of hunters
and others go ino the forest and outlying
arcas and there are practically no
limitations on who is allcwed ta carry a
gun. As soon as possible legislation should
be passed that would restrict the casuai
carrying of firearms. Otherwise wé can
expect:

lncreased danger ta humans
lncreased loss of native wildlife
lncreased damage ta property and

livestock
lncreased vandalism and damage ta

the environment."

Suggested solutions

The hunting season whould be clearly
defined and game regulations should be
condensed and simplified 50 almost
anyone could understand them. This is
not the case at the present time.

A persan who carnies a gun should have:
a regular hUnting licence afier passing

an examination or,
a spocial permit duc ta unusual

ci rcu mstances.

Hanter training should be comnpulsory
and should emphasize two main
categories:

the safe handling of firearms and,
the correct identification of legal

gamne compared with other species.

AilI huniers should pass an apprnvedi
exarniflution and ail non-resiclents should
be accompanied by gualif ied quides when
huoiting irt this country.

To gain respect for the law, penalties
should be a lot stiffer. For most
infractions fines miqhit be suflk cnt. But
for serious vanidalisrm, imprisonment
wVould be Iustified and eguipmient shoufd
automatically be confiscatod.

New regulatioins in regard to firearrns
should bc publicized. To hcLp set an
example for the public convictions should
also bc publicized like they are in any
other kind of crime.

Public odtucation should be encouraged at
different levels. Organizations such as the
Canadian Nature Federation or the
Cana dian Wildlife Service should be
consulted for recommendations ratlier
than relying on local policy which cao bc
biased.

More effective wilderness areas or parks
should be established&

as real wildlife sanctuaries where
hunting would not be allowed,

as areas for enjoyment and outdoor
recreat ion,

as areas of unspoiled environ ment for
study purposes."

As yet the goveroment is cautiaus in
introducing legislation on such a volatile
issue, but Bob is optomistic. He says
there are encouraging sigos.

Like rnany of his contemporaries, his
faith in education as a force in social
change is caupled with a desire ta eat. Be
that as tl may, he feels that children must
be made aware of the interrelationships
between man and the environment. His
future plans? "To praduce worthwhile
artwork, in particular, pen drawings that
will refleet the beauty of the unspoiled
environ ment.-

"Who cares if the place looks like badlarids when we're rhrough-
remember, we don't hove t0 live in this country!"


