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11E story of a newspaper reflects even better than the history
of a government the life and spirit of the times. It is given
to few public journals to remain the samne _yesterday, to-day
and forever;,especially in a country that of late lias begun to

;e its clothes every littie while. And sometimes a paper keeps
:îmately in touch with the evolution of things that it becomnes
sary to transform its entire character-effecting a revolution.
ucli a change bas come to one of the best-known weeklies in
ica; Toronto Saturday Nigkt, which three weeks ago buried the
estige of resemblance it bore to the Saturday Night
t century. Ordinarily such an event would be
Sbe explained by the publication whose proper

ess and funeral it is. But there is much more
the story of a paper in the revolution of Saturday 5

wShich for twenty years was the story of its
er, editor and owner, Edmund E. Sheppard, bet-
rIown to lis associates as "Shepp." So that in
days no man mentioned Saturday Night without

Ing of Sbeppard, the half-weird, usualfy inex- î
eand always interesting ruan that wrote the

it Page.")
Shepp.", is now out in California, wbere for sev-
vrinters lie bas escaped the rigours of the Cana-
.lîmnate. Every summer lie gets back to Canada.
for three years he bas not written a line for
1l'y Night; and so'far as is known bas not yet
'vent to bis opinions concerning that paper's.

an change f rom a five-cent exponent of personal
ahism to a ten-cent, double-decker symposium on
LS in getieral" covering thirty-two pages and pub-
1 inl the interest of tliousands wlio may neyer have
a fine from the pen of Edmund E. Sheppard.
'lie enigma of Canadian journalismn was born in
Couinty, Onitario, fifty-five years ago; son of a

0ie mninister;- and on the side-roads of Elgin Co.
)t his initimate knowledge of barn-raisinigs and
lelds and hine-fence squabbles tbat cropped out Mr. E.
ten in bis writings. H1e bad a collegeý education, An XPuCh-î

,vhile stili a melanclioly, bumorous youth of a
Ss turn lie drifted, down to, Virginia; whereby if
)f the farmers driving to St. Thomas market in-
d, "Say, where's Ed. Sbeppard now ?" the answer

""O d ti literature down in -a Virginia col-
Adi' quite likely that lie taugêbt a brand of

Shi quite niew to Virginia, besides getting a first-
aequaintance' wîth coloured folk and picking up
of knowledge about the Civil 'War Just a few,,
Past. However, indoor text-book Englisli didn't
Witli bis health; so that lie ,vent west and be-
a "COW-punicher." Shepp. lov.ed to sit in bis

,'1t sanctum in Saturday Night and talk of bis cow-
"iflg days. He looked the part-that sombrero
Ing black bair and eagle eye; you fancied bim

bucking bronco and apprehended somewliat why
n'self was s0 good at buckiug gyovernments and
IUsages; also where he got the condensed phirase-
t1hat made him the last word in à newspaper

Pv1ersy. For "Sliepp." was able to write red-bot

1 the saddie, lariat coiled in one biand, ready for a

off the ranges, lie left the trail and
o; afterwards to Cleveland, wliere lie
,vspaper work, most of it important as-
mu-cli of it in the form of interviews

even tô Presidents.
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ronto, but was defeated by- Col. Fred. Denison.
This bowever was but an episode in the career of Sbeppardism-

which soon became a tournament at which the whole of Canada was
a spectator. The black knight had entered the lists. The Rebellion
of 1885 was just over-Riel captured and the insurrection squelched
without Sheppard taking to horse and gun, except in the News, which
during the littie war in a big land printed a despa:tel reflecting on the
morale of the 65th Regiment of Montreal; whîch was the regiment that
ran down from Edmonton on scows to Fort Pitt. A hornets' nest of
libel suits swarmed into the News office. Sheppard was haled away
to Montreal for trial and he plunged the mnetropolis into sucli a fer-
ment that it seemed as though Buffalo Bill had suddenly swung in.
Whatever the accusation and the evidence, Sheppard got the worst
of it. H1e himself addressed the French jury before the French judge;

a burst of sombre, Ezekiel-like eloquence that should
have been preservcd as an Englisb classic. From
high-class melodramna with a tinge of tragedy the af-
fair passed to opera' bouffe with the 65tli Colonel and
Sheppard playing tag aud hide-and-go-seek in the
border towns; when the cowpuncher editor baffied ail
the higli constabulary of Quebec, tîli at hast be volun-
tarily surrendered and made his last masterly appeal
to the Frencli-Canadian court.

This was in November, 88.Out of that spec-
tacular turmoil arose Saturday Night, which was the
first great permanent weekly in Canada. The story
of Saturday Night was no more and no less than the
story of the unusual, untrammeled editor who put in-
to it the genlus of a strange life. "Things in General"
on the front page became the vehicle for the most out-
spoken, discursive and unconventional criticism ever
indulged in by a Canadian editor. Church and state
and society, popular fads, education and people, came
in for the most searching analytical treatment. The

4 front page was the last court of appeal for many a
reader. When the daily editors had a thing tbreshed
out, as they thouglit to the hast grain of wheat, Shep-
pard came along witli a three-tined fork and dug up a
bushel. If once in a while he raked up a littie dirt
along with the chaif it was because lie got down under
the surface and ripped up ai there was. Jncidentally
"Don" made moniey out of Saturday Nîght; but in i9o6

Leppardlie sold the paper. "Joe" Clark, formerly associated
eppuradt with bim on the paper as "Mack" became the editor.

~Jourahst. A year ago Mr. Clark went back to the Daily Star and
Saturday AFighs got a new corps of editors. Tliree
weeks ago the cliaracter of the paper was changed
stili further by expansion with a paper twice the size
at double the price. The last vestige of Sheppard has
gone from the paper, which is no-longer a personal
orga n.

Such is the revolution of 'Saturday Night and the
passing of Edmund E. Sheppard.,

M R.. HUGH GUTHRIE, M..from South Wel-
man in pol 'itics who now and then gives prom-

ise of a brilliant constructive career. His resolution
in the House of Commons last week to appoint a Gov-
erument Commission to inquire into the needs of
teclinical education tlirougbout the Dominion -is per-
liaps the most important dehiverance lie lias yet made
in the House, where lie bas been for three terms. The
debate on the resolution lasted five hours and was op-
posed by tlieGovernment of which Mr. Guthrie is a
member, not 4bcause the principle was wrong, but on
the ground that sucli a commission miglit interfere
with'the riglts of resu'ective provinces who are 'sup-
posed to deal with ahi matters of education. Mr.
Gutbrie's main contention was that teclinical instruc-
tion is not 50 mulcl a matter of pure education as of

Guthie, .P., increasing tbe efficiency of industry and therefore of
îGuthie, .P., trade and commerce in the country. The member for

dTechilicai Fducation. South Wellington appeared to good advantage in the
- debate and Ieft an impression that lie is capable of clear, constructive

thinking, as well as of convincîng address. In this lie bas followed well
the footsteps of bis father, the late Donald Gultbrie, wbo for many
years sat for South Wellington in the Ontario Legislature and dis-

I tinguisbed that constituency by good oratory and sound statesman-
slip. Wben Hugh Gutbrie entered the Federal House lie built up

I strong liopes in the minds of bis constituents that lie would become
- a star in the governmetit constellation. So far he bas not quite fnl-

r filled the expectation. Last session lie was chairman of the Railway
¶ Committee, wbich is one of the mnost important committees of the

t Houise. If lie devehops as muici stiength in the House as seens to
- have been foreshadowed in the debate on teclinical education lie must
s yet be ranked as, one of the cmngmen in the Liberal party.

s Mr. Guthrie lias mnany of the gifts of the orator. He~ bas a con-
¶ secutive, logical mimd, and is not averse to detail. H1e lias a capacity
t for liard worý and a large fund of physical strength. is ideals are
- sound and he bas been, closely in tondci witb public life Tor ten years.


