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Peace--or a TruceWe ahl have so great a horror of the frightful
realities of war that, almost from the
moment that the firet gun is fired, we keep
an auxiaus and open ear ready for whis-

perings of peace. The few and altogether inadequate
pictures o! what war means, which come ta us in
flashes, new from a wounided saldier tellinýg his little
story, now froni a correspondent who lias been per-
mitted tu ýget near enougi ta the canflct to see the
"killed" in their stark attitudes, are nevertheless
suffIclently grlrn and grewsome ta sicken us with the
brute cruelty of It al. If we cauld really see a battie-
fleld-oýr even a field ýhospital-it is doubtful. wlether
the civilian nerves could endure ItL Se we cease-
lesaly long for peace--and we long ail the more
keenly, the longer the terrible massacre goes on.

B UIT we sbould conalder carefully what a truce will
mean-a truce as dlstinguiled front a peace.
thlnk thnt it will becorne a patriotic duty for

the most pacifie of us to steel aur nerves and
strengtlen oiir resolution to endure the pain of con-
tinued fightlug until we shall have won peace-and
not rnerely a truce. I do not want to caunt aur
chiekens before they are hatched.-and I admit that
it is a bit enrly te begin wrlting about what ternis
of pence we wlll "Impose" on a tue 'which still holds
our terrltory;, but this war (bas moved sao rapldly
that we mxay easlly sea a formidable movement for
a premnature peace by the tirne these Uines are pub-
lished. And I had rather be ahead a! time, with' My
discussion o! such a condition, than be !atally behind
tfine. I shouild think it highly probable that the
moment the German Government cornes to the con-
clusion tînt it cannot this tilme decisively defoat the
Allies, it will cast about for a chance fo make pence
on the most favourable termns possible while lt is
stillin ap state to pretty well dictate whst tley s.lall
bo. The longer it figlits a los'lng battle, the less wil
it be able te resist costly conditions proposed by the
Allies.

yET at the first Ifint thnt Germany bas had enough
yo! lt and la willing ta talk peace, thero la bound

to be trernendous preesure upon the Allies ta
accept the "olive brancb." Every interest in their
own countries 'whlch la being hurt by the continua-
tion of the war, wil want peace-and a qulck pence.
Every neutral peuple, like the American, will press
for pence; and we will be threatened wltb a swing
of the public opinion of theso countrios against us,
and for Germany, If we refuse te diseuse termis with
the Germans when the Germans are wiiling. Thon
the 11pacifJîsts,"' profesalanal or merely "'constitu-
tional," wIll sigh for ponce. "Let us put an end to
thMs tragle sinughter at ail costs," will bo heard froni
the old wamen of both sexes. And, ln democratic
countries like F'rance and the British Empire, these
forces are certain to oxort a vast amount of influence;
and we mny easily see our G3overnment talng thoir
reddene-d bands froni the. tron plough of wnr before
its grini task le done.

UT w shuld onsdercarefuily what a truco willB men-atruc asdlstlnguishod froni a peace.
A pence. under miodemn conditions, is, seing to

be lad enougli. This chatter about dlaarmlng our
falleri fus, la the most Irresponsible and misleadilng
nonsense. You cannot disarni a great people hike the
Qermnane. No matter how coniplete a vlctory you
mIay wln, the. moment you take your hand frem thoîr
national thrent and give tbem leave once more ta
govern theniselves, they wlll begin te re-arni. Any
seif-respecting. nation would do the saine thing. It
may be possible for Britain to get possession of thie
Germari navy, ani thon te announce tînt the moment
Germany builds another navy whlch ruas beyond a
certain limit, war wll automatloally begini. But IL
is easy ta think of a hu~ndred thlngs which would
zunke such a regulation. a dead letter--one o! whieh
would be the utter innbllity of Britain ta wage a war
against Germany wltbout the help o! rnilltary powers.

N0; any peace that cornes will lie an armed pence.NBut it need not le a mere armistice, if we eau
decisively defeat the enemy. If, on the uther

hnnd, this war ls te, end wlth Germa-ny saying-"WeII,
1 dldn't bring It off thus trne; but l'il get ready again
and have another 'go' at It," we shail all le In for a
far more destructive and paralyzing perlod of frantie
preparation for war than .tbat whlch so nearlyr dld
for us-in a financlal way-between the Balkcan Wars
and the prescrit conflict. The world will simply hold

its breath awaiting the next shack. Industry wih]
feel that it is deing a hasty and tentative business,
with a burning fuse leading ta a pawder magazine,
in the basement. Commerce cannotpromise deiivery
mare than a month ahead. Capital wîll stay in
hilding. We will be in the hot and oppressive pause
between two thunder-storma.

T HAT wlll be the price o a taa lasty peace-a
further paralysis of pragres8, and thon another
war. A real peace may ias:t for a gerte3ration

The last peace bas iaqt,-d since 1870. There havo

been wars eisewhere; but the industrial and
merdia actIvities of central Europe have ne
seriousiy disturbed since Sedan. But Sedanf i
complete and crushing victory. The Germnaf
flot make peace at th~e frontier on that occasion.
made it-wlthin gun-fire of Paris. There is, 1 8
one possible development which miglit ma"
thorougli a peace an impossibility. That WOUI
the praven inabillty of the Allies ta establish
superiority over the German defence. Whefl we
finally made it clear that the Germans canflot
us, then we must take up the far heavier and
formidable task of beating the Germans. And U
we are witnessing a swift and dramatlc cOll8.P
the German military machine-something tbat
happen sometlmes-lt Is not going to be a h
a cheap job to beat the Germans. We may~
conceivably fail at it, If we lack resolutioxi ai,
spirit of unlimited sacrifice. But if we do fail
this war wlll bu a far greater curse ta maflklpd
we have yet Imagined. It will be but the begl
of a number of terrible wars; ini which the ' cill
and leadership of Europe may corne to an erid.

TI-TE MoNoCLE Mi

The White Riper and Dark Persor
Or " The [\iggvers ini the Wood Pile"

Tr HERE is littie use in reading "white papers" ta
1 try ta, fix the respansibiiity for.the war. Every-

one las lis own vlews on the case. But these
"white papers»' do cantain samo lnteros'ting aide-
ligîts on the personal eloment lnvalved in the ante-
war diplamiacy. The centres o! interest were
Vienna, St. Petersburg and Berlin. There were the
two situations ta bo considered, the Austra-Servian
and the Austra-Russian which the former created.
The German ambassador at Vienna was .lnvolvod ln
both. 0Of hlma the British Ambassador at Vionna, Sir
M. de Bunsen, wrote July 3OYth:

-"Unfortuntsly tle German Ambassador is iimsslf so
idontlfied with extremne anti-Russian and anti-Servian
feeling prevalent in Vienna that lie is unliksly to plsad
the cause of pence witl entire sincerity."

On August lot, wlhon diplamiacy seemod ta be ex-
lausted, the Russian Fareign Minister talked freely
ta the British Ambassador wha reparted the former,
M. Sazonoif, as saying:

"TePolicy of Austria iad throughout been hot'
tortuous and immoral, and she thouglit tint she could
trent Russin witl detiance, secure in the support of lier
Geiman ally. Similnr-ly the policy of Germany lad boenan equlvocal and dauble-faced polic>', and It mrattsred
little wletler the German Gaveraiment knew or dtd not
k11ow the ternis of the Austrian ultimatum; what mat-
tc>red was tInt hel- intervention wlth the Austrian Gov-
erninent lad been Dostponed untîl the moment lad
PnSsed wlen its influence would lave been felt. Ger-
nny wns unfortunats in lier representatives in Vienna

and St, Petersburg; the formier was a violent eussophobs
wlo lad urged Austia on; the latter lad reportsd to his
Goverrument tînt Russla would never go to war."

Yet even thon (August lot) the Ruasian Govern-
ment was wilihlng ta adhere ta thls position:

"If Austria, recagnizing thnt hber confliet wlti Sorvin
las nssumed character of Eurapean tuterest. decinres
herseli rendy ta eliminate from i er ultimatum peints
whlcl violate Principle of soverslg-nty of Servia, Russia
engages ta stop ail mllltnry preparations."

And on July 30th Sir Edward Grey thought that:

"'If Austria, hnving occupled Belgrade and neighbour-
lng Servian territory, decbiarsd lerseîf ready, lu the In-
terest of European peace, ta cease 1er alvance and dis-
cuas hOw a complote settiement can lie nrrived at, I hope
tînt Russa would aiea consent ta discussion and sus-
Pension af further miîîîtarv preparations, provided thnt
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reached here and also Warsaw and Vilna of tl
of reservlsts in various parts af the empire. 1
told the General thnt I was confronted with a
the resuit of lits announicoments ta me. On'
as an officer le repeated, however, that sucd
were untrue; that a faise alarma may have be
here and there. In vlew of the positive, nil!»
ports before me 0f actual levying. 1 a.m coIn
consider the conversation as an attempt to rO
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The German "'white paperl" contains sl
parent incansistencles. In its general su»
says:

"On the 26th Sir Edward Grey suggested tha
ference between Austria.-Hungary and Serv'iS
before a conference of the Ambassadors of
France' and Italy, with hlmself presidlng
sessions."

Yot on July 27th, a day inter, the Germanl
lar cablod ta London: "No thing is knowfl
yot as ta a suggestion of Sir EdwardGreY
four-sided conforence In London."

The serlousnees a! the situation did Ilot
the use o! expressions whlch some mnaY
rather slangy. The *German Chancellor sa<
"pressing the buttan" at Vienna, perbaps t
The Ausitrian Minister declared ho lad nut
the doar" in the face o! Rusian discussion.

Furtler persanal elements occur lu the 1
Sir W. E. Gosclen, British Ambassador at 13
lis return ta England. Britaiu lad asloed l
for assurances nut te vialato Belgian neitrL 1
tirne limit was tlxed. Incidentally it may
tînt the Ambassador's telegrarn reportiuS CI'
repiy wan nover receivod In London. Sir
Goschen thon descrîles the attack on, the
Embassy. nfter a flying sleet, lssued by the
Tageblntt" lias announcod tînt Britaîn bail
war an German. Ho writes:

"Aiýter order lad been rsstored 1-lerr von Ja
man Secretary of State) came ta se mean
lis most leartfelt regrets at wlnt lad Occurl
sald tînt the flying sheet clrculated in the St
not boen authorlzed bY the Gavernment; ln
Chancellor lad asksd hlm bw telephans Wh'
thougît tînt such n statement should b0 "q
le lad repled: 'Certalnily not, untîl the 'Or:
was the 'pestîlential I'Tageblatt,' whicb ha5"
got hold of the news, thnt lad upset lits "e
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"While saling past these mUlas O! ý11p
lstenlng to the plensant clangour o! lhIia
fromt dock and wharf and yaid, it is d
imagine tlat a war, sucli as history hs I>1
and lu whlch the Empire having Lorndn es
la one of the befligerents, 15 being WagO 4 a
Channel, just a !ew; miles beyond the "il
mlst which se ofteu lange lu front Of soITthE
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