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-'7ng1and Conjessed'That EveryMan Thut Day Had Done His Duty,

The dramnatic and remarkable photograph of a British naval alrshlp allhouetted ag alnst the sunset, ln ail the glory of poetle action.* This particular alrihlp may flot>have notlced the approach of the German fleet th.at got such, a bad smashl ng tram part of Our fleet on May 31.

tazibar. After the andaclous dash of Admirai
y early in 1915, there was no possibility of
Iritiali fleet making any attaclis in those waters.
two mouths of the Kiel Canal, so Ingenieusly
ýhit out by Bismarck wlien lie forcibly annexed
swig-Holstein fromn Denmarli, were strategically
important to Germany. Separated by a linge
)f the North Sea it was impossible to watcli
equally welI. In a time et fog a squadron miglit
7slip out throngh lanes between l3orman ines
switft raid on the English coast-anid tliey some-

This, then, is the ne* elemnent of naval warfare: in-
visible piracy: annihilation by an unsegn fee. It la use-
le4s to, rail at Ger~ma"y because she breaks ail rules, vio-
latea a-I treaties and derides humnanhty. Germnn con-
sidersa war to be annihilation, .and there's an end en't.
We are ta face the aituation as it la.

That bit uation consista in the tact that naval Power,
owniing an Inferior leet wtich ls shut up ti its ports,
cari ocoupy the Junctions et the trade routes, and by so
doing can exorcise a partial iilockade. It ila prevented
from biieng a complete bleel-kade iy two factors. Oae la
the coniparatlvely sizall laurnbor et aubmnarines; the
otlier la the active offence conducted again&t them. Even
under these condïioes, the. percentage ot loas lnflicted
la roughly equivalent te the. percentage ot loas lnflicted
Ispen Br-itish commerce iiy cruisers and prîvateera dur-
ing the Napoleanic wara. The cenclusions adduced from
statistlcs by Admniral Sir Cypriaxi Bridge, in a recent let-
tet- contributed by hlm te the Times, are erroneous, mnas-
mucli as thie lasses infli1cted by subrnarines fail almost
entirely upon the proportioni of tonnahge whlch ia not re-
q,3isitioned by the Government, and net eupea the whole
avgIlab1e tonnage. Governiment tonnage ta UuaaUY es-
noe'ted or eooed: and an eacort of men-et-war la a,

eluslen:
ini the

by th e

Fleet tbat no above-water enemy shlp, with such Infre-
quent exceptions as the MbeWe, can tOuch sea-borne'trade.
the ls«e Inflicted upon commerce are muei the same
as thougli that comimand et the- sea were net beirig ex-
erciaed.

Ini other words, the Fleet lias niot got the ceon=and et
the sea.

We bil submarlnes ot our own. Tliey havedoule
sOlme Of the mat darlng exploits te the credit 'ot that
kind of cratt in any waters from the Bosphorus to
the. Baltic. But we never kuew how taàr tlie, suh.
marine menace was.cliecked or iiow maay more subs
Germany -as building. We belleved once that'we
had disposed of sixity one way and another. And
yel the. submarine ceatlnued te be a real menace.
Germaay's faithin l the. submarine was impossible to
fatliom. Ouly Germany kaeW liow near that klnd
of warfare was te becomlng a fiasco because for nine-
teaths of its work it was flot mwarf are at ail.

lIad the. submariue begn te play eut? Dld tlie
renewal of thie unterseeboote activities atter the iast
of the Ainerican notes spel the beginniug'of the~
end of the submarine as an arm ut sea war? We
canet tell. But at any rate tlie great ligh seas
fleet stlll remained in superb idieness and ln hidlng;
aimost as idie as the. German e-cean liners cooped
up ia American liarbours. Wliy flot let loose thla
miglity fleet as German armies were being let loa.e
at Verdun and elaewhere?

Plainly tiiere was but ou. way to do lt-to take
chiances of getting past the. Britishi fleet ln the North
Se& and te make anetiier but this time a still greater
raid upou the Britishi coast. This wonld be, a gond
cenapanion i>Iece te the. attack upon Verdun and
the furlous onsiaughts ot the. Austrians conceutrated
uponi thie Itallan front.

To postpone Der Tag was ne longer possible. The
day must be-soon. Se the. great fleet put out.
Wiiat bappened to it huas been told in the despatcies.
Wiiere ft la now and what it ameunts te le known
pretty weIl. Wiiat it eost England and the, Emire
ln that twelve heurs of indescribable combat la easily
reekoned up. But we knev that with all the, loss te
us, the 1050 to Germany's fleet in proportion te its
alu.A iq eroandni-,v zreqter. and that the German


