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HE approach of the Fiftieth Birthday of Con-
fedieration finds Canada at a very grave crisis
in her national destiny, anid I arn sure that the

- readers of -The Western Home Monthly- will
join with mie in the hope that she may be rightly guided
on the path that lies before her. We want above every-
thing else to win the war, or rather to help to win it.
It does flot seem to me that there is any need of a general
election to prove that point. And we do flot want any
premature peace flegotiations with such a faithless and
immoral power as Germany has proved herseif to be.
If the Allies were to show any weakness now-which
Heaven forbid '-they would have only themselves to
thank for what might happen next. After an intervat
of rest and recuperation Germany is quite capable of
starting another war, without even the formn of a de-
claration, and with her fleet in a better position to do ail-
round mischief'than it was-fortunately for the British
Empire-in August, 19q14.

There is stili a small section of our people who have
failed to realize that the moment when our Domninion
becarne inevitably involved in the war was when the
German Ambassador in London told Sir Edward Grey
that while Germany did flot wish to annex any part of
the soit of France she would take the French colonies.
1If the French colonies at that time, why not some of
the British possessions at the next turn of the wheel?

Against such aggression it is the strength of the British
Navy that has been our shii-ld and buckler, and our
sure defence. And we should neyer cease to proclaim
this fact, and to express our gratitude.

Now that the war has brought us dloser together, we
ou ght surely to embrace every method of keeping together.
Union is strength. We need not fear, on the one hand,
any serious impairment of our autonomy and inde-
pendence. And when peace returns, we can show the
world at large that the ideal which we mean to cherish
of the "United States of the British Empire" is an ideal
that implies, on the other hand, peace and progress for a
large section of mankind, without prejudice to the rights
of others. In the words which have just been used by
Mr. H. G. Wells, -We want ail our peopie to understand
that our Empire 15 flot a net about the world in which the
progress of mankind is entangled, but a self-conscious
political system, working side by side with the other
democracies of the earth, preparing the way for and
prepared to sacrifice and mnerge itself in a world confedera-
tion of free and equal peoples."
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U T la eminently properttit'the Canadian people slîould
takie full and formiel C",glis-
ance of the comiplotiOil Of
the first half ceîturY of our

national existence. Sot to do 'se
woul be ýto bear evidence to <lil' ()%%"
apathy and lack of imagination. -Aid
un thýese momeiîtou, (daYs lack of1
imagination l taittiît4) Oak f
capacity. To-day, nmore thi iîeler,
rightly considereil, tlie nian oî imagi-
nation and visio''n is kinig. It iîav
fairl 'v le said that the uîlî ail wlîo1
is capable to-dte%, of neastlrlligl-ui to1
tile exigencies <if tule litr i the mlan

WlîÔ is marked Inainimaginatlil efOss

whielh in otiher times mighit have heen
thoug, it audacious'or qûÎixutic.

For one thing %ve ahould éxait, as
wve have not hithierto exalted, the
memory of the Fathers of Confedra-
tion. How manyv of these do our
children ktiow even bv naine? Iow
ofteiî dovs 4011e li-ar tliem re-ferrg'd to
oi tule public plat forin Y IIow seldoîn
empjiamis is la id oun tue -spiritual and
lieroiues i ianc of thie del ibIera tion s
at Queclpt-c. on t1liÉlte-r nieetiangs at

XXestmiiî tr.oi the husliiîig of fac-
tionî foi- te acli ie-velmiet of a great
task, 4m ttue suet-essfu1 î-îaîtinent of

fuiffdameiita Ilaw. The î Aincricaris
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NSTRUCTED as it was to serve a national
purpose and form the necessary means of corn-
municat ion between the Eastern and Western
Provinces of the new Dominion of Canada, the

Canadian Pacific Raiiway has grôwn with' the ideais of
the Canadian people and lias becomne a vital link in that
greater Empire to which we al ere so proud to belong.
The prosperity which made possible the extension of our
activities on the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans lias been
bound up with our faith in the West, a faith which eni-
couraged us to bring armies of settiers to the fertile
prairies and to build up trade to and from the Orient and
Australasia and the populous centres of Great Britain and
Europe. That faith has been justificd, and aftcr fifty
years of Federation, no part of the world is a greater
magnet for the homnebuilder than that area which gives
your magazine its circulation and its name.

greatly surpass us liere. They ring
the changes con»tantly on the great-
ntèss of "thie Fathers." The ien who
presidod over their national origins
were perhaps iiien, of larger mental
and 8pirited girth than those who pre-
sided over ours; thougli moine might1
qu.setion that. But that dues riot
excuse us f romn the duty of paying
hoxuage to our own. Ours wvere as big
as the stage on wlhich they moved«
fltt(qd themn to be. TIlî work that fî-ll
to tîjeir lhands they did. and that is al
that ((luhld e ex.pected of tliem. TIhe
Amî'ýricaims have two- figures that
dwarf &Il <tlîers fii the(ir lîisir v:
WVa<hîiiîgton auan'iiglislî getien-iiati,
and Lincoln (ini the îvords of Lwl
the "first ,rieat Amtîricar.'' Biit oir
group of foîu,îders m-as e-irifîçîusud of
ver v ab l e fieul. Lt u s p me,' thin onlii
lihe pvede»,taI wlîere tlîey belouîg. <)îîe1

might say to Canadians, ln the word.
of Vivani to the Aunerice'ns "Lift Up
your heads-<igber---ever hgher-lift
tlîem as Mhl as your flag."

Tiiose mien ishowed themaelves cap-
alo ibi a fine detiadhment. They
triu.mpied over provinicialism, over
paroOh-iaism even. TIîey rose supe-
rior to faction. Take an inatance or
set of cireumstenes to-day that shows
iîy implication the spirit of these men.
The 'Maritime Provinces would un-
<oubteffly hî stronger if they were not
divitd Î'nt.o <tlree. 'flogethUr Othey
represent une mect ion of the nation.
Anîd vet how great would he' the
ditfieîîlty of briuîging the-se three

tgtir. Shi iar d ifriîvulties, and on
aliarjier seal<e, faceed the Fathers of
cirfe<erationî; but they rose above
thein.
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