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Prize-Winning Essays and Their Writers

In this and subsequent issues of

in the recent School Essay Competition,
Province were as

UR FORESTS are something
in which all Canadians should
be inflerested, since in the

future of the forest lies a great deal
of the future wealith and prosperity
of the Domlinion.

One might think that there is little
need to worry since the forests seem
S0 mexhaustible, but this is not so.

ere is ever going om, a course of
devastation and destruction appalling
I its immensity, which if allowed to
continue unprevented, would fin a
short time, destroy w@ll our vast acres
of forest, and cut us off from one of
our greatest sources of wealth and
Industry.

Along with Spring comes that smell
of smoke in the air, which tells us
that a fiorest fire is under way. Of all
the causes of forest fires, such as live
einders from trains, bush fires beyond
control, and carelessness, the latter
1S the most common. Just a mateh
or cigarette dropped in a bunch of
leaves, a puff of wind, and angry
flames like hungry tongues leap up
to devour perhaps an entire forest.
When we think of the years required
by these trees to complete their
growth, and of the short time in
which they may be destroyed, the
work of years thus being undone in
S0 many hours, the graveness of the
Sttuation imgpresses itself upon our
miands,

1st Prize—New Brunswick

By Adelaide F. MacLauchlan
Perth Jct., N. B.

OUR FORESTS

Miss Adelaide MacLauchlan

Hach time a forested area is burned
over, less and less valluable trees grow
up in place of the original forest. In
almost every case the seed trees are
killed, and consequently the area
must be reforested. Besides being
valuable for the timber it contams, a
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forested < area forms the best water-
shed, so we see that in preserving our
timber lands, we insure an abundant
watber supply as well.

Many steps hiave been taken in the
last few years towards preventing
forest destruction. Forestry exhibi-
tion cars, lectures and moving pie-
tures, have been sent friom place to
place to show the people the value of
the forests, and the neecessity of pro-
teeting them. There are also a grealt
many other ways that have been
taken to aid in stemming the tide of
destruction. Thus we see that our
forests require constamt and vigilanit
care, if we are to keep them increas-
ing, instead of decreasing and any-
thing worth having, is well worth the
effort it takes to get it. Our forests
repay us a hundred-folld for the care
we exercise over them.

A great deal of the timber lands
of Canada @are under Government
control, but when we consider the
fact that four-fifths of the Dominion
are suited to the growth of trees only,
we see the necessity of the Govern-
ment taking the lead. This is no rea-
son for the care of the forests being
left entirely to the Govermment, how-
ever, for it is the duty of every in-
dividual as a tree patriot, o his or
her country, to do all in their power
to aid in preserving and protecting
our forests.

Un certain amiral anglais passait
tous ses Joisins & jplanter des arbres.
Il en plantait partout, dans ses ter-
res, le long des routes, ou sur la pente
€8 collines rocailleuses, impropres &
12 cullture. Ses amis le disaient to-
que. Tl leur répondit un jour: ‘‘Je
‘Pl&nlbe des arbres pour rendre service
2 la marine et dtre utile & mon pays.
On sait qu’il faut au moins 10,000
arbres pour construire un vaisseau;
or, 10,000 arbres, c’est déja une pe-
tite forét. S%1 n’y avait pas d’ar-

Tes, il 0’y aurait pas de flottes!”’

S’il n’y avait pas d’arbres, nom
Seu*_lefm:en't il m’y aurait pas de flotites,
Mals tout le pays souffrirait.

) Le long des rues de la ville et dans
(f’s Panes publics, il est indispensable

Avoir des arbres qui purifient 1’air,
:n_ absorbant 1’acide carbonique. En-
a“”’t‘? les arbres sont une proteetion
lamﬂ\s I'instruction et la littérature a

de tous.

Premier Prix—Quebec
Par Germaine Virolle, (15 ans)
Montréal, Que.

Mlle Germaine Virolle

contre (les vents et fe soleil ardent;
leur ombriage donne de la fra’cheur.
Comime on les apprécie quand le pavé
est brilant! Cela dit, sans parler de
leur coté pittoresque. Quel serait
1'aspect d’une ville dépourvue d’ar-
bres? 11 faut done planter et enttre-
tenir ides arbres dans la ville pour
I’hygiéne comme pour 1’esthétique.

Les Canadiens devraient apprécier
leurs splendides foréts, parce que
lindustrie forestiére rapporte au
pays plus que n’importe quelle au-
tre industrie, sauf 1’agriculture. Elle
nious fourmit le bois si imdispensable.
Sans le bois, pas de construction, pas
d’ébénisterie, pas de carrosserie!

C’est encore & la forét que nous
devons (la pulpe & papier, qui a donné
a l'imprimerie un si grand essor ef
a mis Vinstruction et la littérature a
la portée de tous.

Un bon patriote doit faire tout en
son pouvoir pour empécher la des-



