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out any sacrifice of national honor, so easily con-
cede, as she was, in fact, about to do, at that
very period, must necessarily be of short dura-
tion. This was the opinion entertained by the
most sensible and well informed men in the
northern and eastern states, as well as in the
Canadas, and in that opinion Sir George Pre-
vost concurred. It will likewise be seen, that
the sentiments of His Majesty’s Government on
this head were in unison with those of the Com-
mander of the forces. Under these circum-
stances, and with these impressions, it became
the obvious policy of Sir George Prevost, upon
the breaking out of the war, to avoid whatever
might tend to widen the breach between the two
countries, and to pursue a line of conduct,
which, while it should effectually tend to defeat
the object of the American Government in their
attack upon the Canadas, should also serve still
further to increase the dislike and opposition
of the northern and eastern states, to those mea-
sures of aggression against the British Pro-
vinces, which they had constantly predicted
would be attended with discomfiture and dis-
grace. In his adherence to this defensive sys-
tem, Sir George Prevost was encouraged and °
supported, as it will speedily be shewn, not only
by the approbation of the British Government,
but likewise by the concurrence of these who
were best qualified by their knowledge and si-



