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Christmas and New .Year ini
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By Williii Lutton

TNZ the pa.rih church of N.Lotre DaiiSt, which can possibiy be cpmmunicated to

,%Intreail, tiftc-en thousand *fithlful" it unIder the existing circumstaflces.

hear the midnight mass on Christmas 111 the early hours of the morning

Eve. Every inch of space is crowded. the ppe drive to their homes. There

The thrce great tiers present a vast is littie sleep for anybody. The houses

sea of faces, soiemnized by the ixupres-1 along the way show tire welcoîne raN -

siveness of the occasion. The ciîarch and anybody may drop in and share

is one blaze of innumerable liglts; in the plentiful food which is set before

points of flame quiver on the grand tlie visitor.

altars. But it is the New Year timie which

Ti.music, at once mournful- and discesa al1 the,. uaintx4ess, al -,the

I .
Aftter Midnight Mass, New Year in Quebec

prise and whn hen lcviitnrs gt, ia o

the sicigli, tiîeold CPclerut to the

door with bcisferous greetiligs as

thougli they liaul just droppcd froit i e

clouds. .And, tlîis is repeated al1 lih

forenuoi.
Feasfiîîg aaîd narryiiiakiiigr ensile.

Evtry muait îvlio lias a sleigli, iarnesses

lis horse and proceeds fo make lis New'

Year calis. The -îvonn of flie bouse

are supp(Ied to sfay ut loi0iX anid enter-

tain the ien folk. Thoe hajbit is fîîlIinig

sonaewhat iîîfo destitude, whichlî la a

pify. It niaîy have beeta productiveocf

i11 effeets lu the city, f lrouglithfli re-

petitioaî of tle caistoiaary glaîss of ~ic
but in the country parts flac glass of

gooseberry, or cherry, or eiderberry, is

innocuous. There may be a lîttle drop

of gin in tîhe kifelien fo wlîiclî Uie old

mnan invites his partîctlar fîul

a '4rop'Qf. square fitre on thle cold and
bifing day.

lu the evening fthé yntîîag mndrive

to visit flîcir swceticairts, andl tlic

niight is spent in dancii- ng d feastiîig
aaîd naerrv-naiug. Every village or

parisl boasf s a fiddier %\hîo la requisi-
tioned for flac danîce. Thie kitucît aiid

dining-roomi are made ito onie anîd both

thrown open fo the guesfs. Tîhe Nwoaieii

and girls are dressed up, whilie the men

show special sartorial effecfs-coinicaib
iucongruous in many cases where tIte

simplicity of nature is poorly replaicet
by the'elaboration of art.

When the fiddier strikes tmp "Moicy-
musk" aIl is forgotten "but the joy af

is rem ndelWtatpe gr s e la IDIe.

The visitinig is kePt Up for nearîiit
week inut.ile-couiitry, the holiday oc-

cîirring at thle finie of year NvIheu tlîie
is itot a great, deal to do on the farna.

On Newv Year's eve thre tradition of
"La Chasse Gýalerie" lias fultillittelt.
Many of the yuung inen go to the -di tfy

lu the inter whlen the vork getý -1'îck
on the farii. It is iîniposibie for
to get back ut the -Nev Year tinte,
thiere is compu)tlsive force in love ai

longing. We -do not know ail the sevre i-
of the invisible. (i'-rtà1in it is witllîooî
splitfing Iairs about it, that whlîîuîtili
young girl tliinking of lier lover ou Nv'w
Year, looks up ait.the sky, she secs Iliai
in the air sailiing lun a ccIc-stiaI huait-
himself and others, ail paddling f or
diar life, ail bent on meeting theiri
swveethearts as ftie bout glides nearer
and ijearer to earth.

Is thaît not a veritable kiss ton.-.
liglit and elusive, but .-reaîl.ai kiss
froîu ice"1oy" who is loved al lih
more in aîbsenîce. Botiî feel it ait the

sainle tiiiit', ait ftie saineii moment! thoi

girl in lier hiomet andtihîe lover iii the
1 sîaiv oit t ho Gatineau. Expli l it
i laow voit vill, wvetlîer by folklore or

i t(ýelpatili, or tiîoiaght transference, the
gliosiy boait is Iiere and the girl spes

-it aand know%%s that it contains her lover
e who, îaîetieeiaflhot oine to ha j-
à inî tuie lcli.

But tliat i l -uv onir of the quaint
-feattares of the simple haibitanît ife.
fThe lutins, or as we wvnuid cadi them,

triumphant,- makes poignant impres- lîospitality a nd r'eligions feeling of

sion. The priests are gorgeous in vari- French 11f e in flic province. The Eng-

colored vestnents,-scititlet, gold, aind lisli peopleitaîke tloeir giffa at Christ-

puîrpie, and attended by ailargenumber muaiS. ouir lrenclt frientis posfpone

cf acolytes, aIl in whbite. What wiflî the thieir gifts uaîtil fthe New Year-jour

liglîts aad colon andti aiisie; the pressure a'l' n. Ili tire City violt haîve flic ex-

of nuinhers, lîeiglitcning lfeelinig aînd press îiessenîîgeir w iicu the death of

îîî-gîîg expectanev; the uearîess of the poetry. liit the cotitirythîe presents

Saced Event '«lut-h is iniii tinds. tlie niust Il( carîied persoiaillY. Tite sîcîgfli

cfect is.reiieniîberable. iîives up oit Newv Year's Eve; cut cciii-

And vf tet,foa laatrsi expres- Ile pairûlels, ainid sliotîfs of anerriment.

*must go to the couintry parmts. Tliere flic lii gifts are cai -e 1% luit allwaiv tilt

people drive into flie villaîge for fleic îorninag.

miles to the parisît churel l wlbîlhais Onie eaurs a11ilîiit e îterrY 1riîîg-

been gayly and floridlv icrl<wiîîttd fo'- 1lili i cf tire sîcîgli hlls as flhe kiudyL CaseGaere

occasion. Tlacre are 't iîasl anda lainis lpeople inove frîîm Ibouse tn bouso nun L hseGlre

andcanlesaîil palper lower-s. B (Ytuîgthelc t-iiaatry riîag'iig ftheir little gifts. flie îonwent. The spirit cf liappil i-S "tle little people," and îii a a

is stretehed icross flic ailitais. 'Thie Il- On Ne-w Yeai' ntornîllg fthc chililre-îm anîd abandloniinfect-s yoaîng aîît oli. f o fa a .o oor îwen a

fant Jesus i hi ulîuialiîger, ilccked ontt.f tîhe fatiiy, big aun(tiliii le. kuaeel blii 'l'lie ilIer gets '«airîi, ie atteila aga îîîk- ,raîiiaai ttisî abe) live

with green botahî at .>iaoun illit fore t heir plr&mt illi ak tîeir llss- tIo le ta-r itiii la 1--ai ls t lcI'îe i îul ;flovtii

st raNv. Bis M otli(Ir la tliiîein IIaI Ili liiey T h~Iils us a. t oclitig erenltlliy. eriionti-s cri-e., a itlli tiii ii- hlswi n rsf;a- eayln

verîisiniliftlie of the lift--size t Ptri.lossillv hIe cit v fainîilieslbaive hi-i-oite '-iIitvn Iie îitululle7 Fiai-reld ttc-a tvlîu

(ld and yoîuîîg Irel itetle l. il t nsliiticiitifoîi. uis t raidifliliar v lab eliit ta ti tgitafil tii\ (i ln- tiii itlite ew eodnya,,f;te liare

erowdetl. Nay,-îîauuy îîîîîllst Stan(îtîl it liabit; luit initt îîti-vthe -Ample of voltili li, I to-la- lail holltand atotaîkvI-let ra lIleNe ea - - Ifli

side in flie frostv tigit, wiflî the st iv~iîuîlî-aire not ishliedl of tile ahII1-tii-fl lor. '[lIvi- laittî( -t- 1li i 9rl toii tuitc li liaive lten khîl dt<

,glitferitig in flic stecly lle. 'HiVlItIa2 ý,-; ri hus of alie u.Sonas andaîlilaîigli- fai-er. 'Tiý(ti- l,-~ t t atft-is -- î t1ilt ii-tialîiîag t Ilia- vi-î-aî -ite tireas

people tdrive itiilic olti-fisilioiiieil blîtr iff, i l t a iil ist ainie 1imatke tîte g--i -t t a i- in a are a i ta-hik laa- la rt h11lait ust,-jIil Id rh t h t fwelftîî

mnade for two, asflac pia-tuîte set, foiia. uatI o vealilaclleold iîa i i i latfot~i lt aj i a ia la-a ir acelt- iiiiaiiliais îaut \et inVat.

There are certain camaraderie 1pur Y-i' tiirîgfor tli, parental 1ltI-s- us ai latti ta' I-l ia-i ti-aiaa îi thah.il 1 atîaiIll ai blt te cf iý for

ittiusihle on this special night. An(a l tua ii 1. la dîl I in i s uit-iglM i e t in I kit al a ai a ittle- ( ii tta- lzn l 1;(--ole o*Il

lî-îîsulîok ci0 I lle facies of flie Noitit I ' i t i î oa îîîîîî. l'Ilue t abhle las tîlpil aI hîcld t aitk-i' I aîîI -laIal a * 1-1 i t ii aibtilia-a ti-1u tt la-itI aul. -în --. a

mîen andtw tviitilais tte t ahet o i-î tid iat- f i-itailles tantd a i aai ,a-i . . î iiii Io \ it at suc<al mtteiî

1IIl o dilf lo"

tIh-e liairila fril tiir auaigît ttgî t .lita gîcl -ie o k- tî itI-\it aliM.aai 
.

atîgarir atît itarrialges I5. a ht1itit if li-r iVe andi--- iui.at- 
i-i-ai iaiiîaaeiv wia

'fla <ilgain pliî-a ' ii Ill t11:,;u I.s v ý 1 r . -lai ialtlg u Ie ailî: i- lta j î*iii ia ii- al aiiiît ~ aa aiaitu
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