“strove to tear him

o:stffocate-hir’; an 'Ze\j‘éfn' ﬁ'f'ier;_!11@émngl‘Lwére,se:zedl:;zznc'l"l;éid,- helstili -
i with his teeths . These' .were the only, Muscovites .

who had waited :our coming;’and.who seeiied to have -been left ‘behind

' | as a-savage'and barbarous token, of thie national hatréd.;+. <

..~% Itwas 'easy to perceive, however; .theré wa

s:no. uniéon;in'this:pa:

" striotic'firy. - Five shundred recruits :who, had been. forgotten :in the’

Kremlin, behcld:this scene without stiiying. At the first;sudimons they
-disperseéd. - Farthef $a’ we ‘evertook a’¢onvoy. of provisions; the;escort

~ of which imuiediately threw-down theirarms. ;. Several-thoisand Jag-

‘gairds and‘deserters from'the enemy yoluntarily remained.in the:power .
‘of the ddvanced guard. - The Intterleft to the corps whichifollowed the
task of picking them up';:and those to others’and so on ;:hencesthey . .

" ‘remained at-liberty in. the. midst ‘of us, till tlie .conflagration and -pil-
- ‘lage'of the City having reminded thiem of tli€ii duty, and. rallied;thém

."all'in one'gencral fecling of antipathy; theyiwentiand rejoined Katusof:

‘7% Murat who had:been stopped'bat-a few moinents by the Kremlin; .
-dispeised thisicrew which:he despised. -Ardent and indefatigable asin_

 -Ttaly‘and ‘Egypt,'aftér.a march of nine Lundred léagues and sixty’bats’
- tles fought to reach Moscow,. he trayersed” that-prond City without -

‘déigning to*halt/in it;'and: pursaing the Russidn rear-guard, hehastily
-and ‘without besitation; took!the.road for Voldimdr-and - Asia,  :. %

"« Napoleon'did not entér Moscow till-after:dark. /Hestapped in-one- -
. -of the first ‘houses’of the :‘Drogomilan :suburb. ."Therehe appointed

. Marshal-Mortier governor of that capital. ¢ Above all”-said:he to Kim -
<““rio-pillage!" For this

| ) 5'you. shall-be:answerable: to:ine- with youu-lifes:
"Défend ‘Moscow against all, ‘whether-friend-orfoe.” . = . L.
- “¢That night'was:a gloomy one - sinistér. reports followed one upon-
‘the heels of another. - Some Frenchmeniresident.in the country, :and -
~even‘a Russian Officer:ofiPdljce, .came:to dendunce.the conflagration.
“He gave'all'the particulars of ;the prepafations forsit.. The.Emperor |
‘aldrmed by!theése accounts, strove’ 1o vairi ‘to!get ‘some.rest.”: He:called

" -every moment; and had the:fatal tidings repeated to-him... He never-

‘theless éntrenclied: himself in' his 'incredulity, till, :dbout two. in the
morning, he'was.informed: the fire’had actually.bioken:out... .. .. .
. s twas at the'Exchange, in the cebtre ofthe. City,in itsrichest quar- . :
ter. - 'He instantly issued orders upon:orders. +As soonas it was light’
“hé himself hastened to' the:spot and threatened 'the young guard :and

.- Mortier. " "The, Marshal-pointed out:to-him’houses;covered with, iron ;

," and ‘yet a black:smoke was already

‘they ‘were closely shut up, as :yet‘untouched and uninjured.without,
ssuing from: them, ::Napoleon pen-

ivel
€.

‘entered‘the’Kremlin. = v 5o,
t the ‘sight"af this 'half ‘gothic’

and half modérn palace. of the

‘Rauricks'and Romaiiofs, of théir throne still stading of the cross-of the

“great ‘Tvan, and‘6fthe finest part; of the: City, . which:is overlocked by,

“the'Kremlin;and which the flames ss'yet confined t6 the bazaar seemed :

disposed to spare, his former.hopes revived. His ambition was flatter-
d by this conquest.” At length- then” he €xclaimed * Iam'in Mos-. -

- 'cow'in the antient palace of the Czars inthé Krémlin. He examined

revery part of it withi' pride; -curiosity, :and:gratification. ;. . .
s« He'required a statement of the:resources afforded by the City.;.avd’
.in this brief moment given to hope, he sent proposals of peace to the .

E ) .



