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846 ' THE HARP.

’I‘HE GRAVE. OF (‘OLI)S‘\[ITH

\h Chzules l\C-ldL the nov. chst lms been
«writing a series of Icttu‘a in the Pull Mall
Gazette -on % The Rights and Wrongsiof
Authors.” The twt.lfth lelter, wluclnnns
_as follows, contains .some mfornmtlon in
_reference to Goldsmitl's grave which, we
think, will surprise most people :— .

Si—Permit me tolead. this short let-
ter . *'The Impenitent Thief”  Thisisa

.character' disapproved in Jewish history.
But he has ‘it all* his own way with us in

Anglo-Saxony. .One of his {raits isto in-
sult “those whom he pillages. He puts
one hand. in our pockets, and shakes the
other fist in our faces. Asan example ]

- note some .sneers by a Mr . Pascoe, and
. other professors of moral and ‘\uthuwtm'\l

Jfog, that authors, in asking for interna.
tional copyright, show an excessive love
of money. "That remark applies more to

.those who covet the property of others
than to those who. only covet their own,

It is o sneer that comes as ill from salavied
writers, who cannot be pillaged, as it does
drom pensioned Jawyers; and il isa heart-
less sneer; for they Know. by history—if
they know : anything—that u.uthora have
passad. through centurics of pauperism,
misery, and degradation, aud . have only

,arrwui at modcw compctunc:* and decent

poverty. - Popular authors are rare and
cven thedr tncome does not dpprodch that
of the prosperous lawyer, divine,physician,
actor, or actress,.. IhLI‘L are u\o'l(_toxa
:\bout who have.cach made ong lnmdrcd

“and ku:‘tv thousand. pounds by, plann" a

siogle part in two_ plays, for which the
two authors have not received two Lhou-
sand pounds. The painter has two sreat
maxl‘.ct‘s, his picture and his copyright.
The author has but one.  International

© copy rlfvht will merely give him  two, and

Taisc him tothe painter's commercial level,

. Noauthor hasever left. a fortune made by

cwriting. Dickens, . the sole’ -apparent ex-
ception, was a reader and a publxshu As
arule; when a respectable autbior dics,

-either he had independent means, or the

hat goes round. : If authois are to be
respected in Anglo-Saxony- they must not
be poor ; they must. have bhetter terms at
home, or international copyright,' to meet
the tremendous advance of price in the

‘necessaries: of life,. 'Phree or  four stray

individuals, snch - as Milten and Spinosa,.

. have been poor and . dignified. - But thcy

were rare aves. | Diguified:. poverty 'in a

;¢lass is a chimera. :1f nevar existed.. The

character. of a classis the character of the
majority in that class ; now no mnjority

.has ever resisted a strong temptation, and

that is why . all greatly. tempted. classes

© fall as classes, . Johnson kncw more.than

Camden, and, he. says, “Povcrty is the
worst of all temptatmns ‘it is incossant,

k .and 'leads,:soon. or late, o . loss of; self-

rcspect and of the worid’n rcspcct ¥, The
hyporcnte Camden dcmanded an uuthor

w lth aspiring gunus and no cye lo lhc main |
chance, "The model he demanded crossed
his path'in Goldsmith ;. but the hypocrite
Cumdea treated his benteideal with® cold
hauteur, because -his beausidenl was _poor' ;-
the sume bypocrite was o' be seen arm-in=
arm with Garrick, for ke hind lots of money.

Oliver Goldsmlth, next to Voltaire, was
the greatest genius - in' Luropu, on {he
news of his death Durke “buvst into tonrs),
and.Reynolds laid down his brush and de-
voted the day to. tender regrots,

TInowrcitea pnsm"e verbafim from {he
notice on Goldsmith, . in the “ Biographin
Dramatica” :— It was atfirst intended to
bury him in Westminster Abbey ; and his
pall was to have . been supported by the
Ma quis'of Lansdowne,” Tord Louth, Sir
Joshua Reynolds, Mer. Butl\e and M. Gar-
rick. But o slight - xmpechou of - his
aflnirs showed the “impropricty of incur-
ring so great  an expense. e was pri-
vately interred in. the Temple buriel-
ground, attended by Mr. {ugh Kelly, M,
Hawes the Rev. Joseph l’ulmcr, and 1 few
coffee-house acquaintances,’

If ‘the deceased genius was poor, Ntey-
nolds, and’ Garrick, and the rest,: were
vich, . Z%ey, could ‘have secured for himn
the place he' deserved in the nntional tem-
ple. Bt no: he was poor: and’ observe,
those who were rendy to lay genius in West-
minster Abbey had it been wealthy, would
not even fullow it’to the Temple church
when they found it was poor. - The fact

is, that great, immortal ‘genius' was flung -

into the c'nth like a dog, and to Hus du)
nobody knows where lie lins, ’

I now cite verbatim from the “ Lu‘e of
Mrs. Oldfietd”” :—« Te - corpse. ‘of “Mrs:
Anne Oldficld was earried from her house
in Grosvenor strect to the Jerisalem -
Chamber, where it lay in state, and. after- |
wards to the Abbey, the -pall bung sup-
ported by the Lord Delawar, Lord Har-
vey, the Right Honorable Bubb Doddm«-
ton, and other men of fon.” " :

'l‘hls Tady was a good actross, nnd 11'1d ]w-
ed in . open ‘shame with Mr. Mu.ynwnnng .
and Brig. Churchill; and had lots of money.
"Therefore this arlist was buriedin the Ab-
bey,and the greater artist, Goldsmith,being
pure, but poor, had the: gmvc of a dog ‘

n’ these two extracts you see the world
unmasked ; by its- own  hand, not mine,
This, my T.ord Ciamden, is that' dirty
world, of which you ' were ngxlt lump.
This is the real'world ab it is, and was,
and always 'will bes  Many authors arc

‘womanish, g0 they listen to the -flatterics

that cost nothing, and; when'they find it is
a1} humbug,: they 83t down and’ whine for .
a world less hollow and less hard. “But
authors who: ar¢ men take the world as
they find it, sec its .good sense at the! bot~'
tom of its, brumhhy, and grind. their, teeth .
and swear that the public weasel shall’ ot
swindle: them into that umust poverty
which' the" public’ hog despises’in ‘Bn'au-
thor, and would in ’n apostle.. }




