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A generation lias fully passed since the writcr, ia 1859, joined the
ranks of those attempting the conquest of India for Christ. How différent
the condition and tlvý outlook then and now! ThMin india was just emerg-
ing from the troublous and turbulent times of the great Sepoy Rebellion.
Thie sway of the East India Comnpany, wluich liad been growing for some
two cecnturies, hiad- recently been merged into the rule of Great Brletain's
Qacen, and religious tûleration hadl been proclaimed througùiout ber domin-
ions. Then the first two huindrcd miles of railway had juist been opened ;
now some twenty thousaud miles run tlîrouglî ail the provinces. Then
'Western education %vas in its infancy ; now fifteen millions of thie cdulcated
classes ail through the ]and, but chiefly in the large cities, freely use the
English language, and are more or les well up in Western science and

'Weten tought, the vernaculars, lîowever, stili retýIiningr undis puted sway

in the hiouscholds of ail.
Then Ilinduism was as firmly seated on its tbrone as it had been at

any time since th:e days of Moses. It had, indced, passed through a slow
process of mo&.fication, of deterioration. The essential monotheismn of
tie Vêdr.sof MUoses' age had degencratcd into the polytheisîn of the Shaz-
tras and the Purianas, and, fardier, into tiie gross foris of idolatry of the
later period, withi its three hundred and tluirty millions of deities, named
and unnamed. The systemn of caste, invented long after the Vôdie times-,
and gradually imiposed upon the people, binding them band and foot and
prevcnting -ill genuine progrcss, still i-aniifested ail it.s power, and one
would sooner die thian break caste ruiles and ]ose ]lis caste and so bis soul.

Then Hindus thorouglily belleved and iipleld aud practised their re-
ligion. Thon 3en-ares, Tirupati, Sri Rangama, ]lameshwaram, ana tice
hiost of lîoly places ivcrý monthily thronged with tlîeir scores of thousands,
ana in their ycarly festivals liy thecir hundred thousand pilgrims, and on
ail] the roadways ynu wciuld mecet tIe returning pilgrims with two brass
pots hanging froin thieir kat'adi, or neck,-yokec, filllcd with holy water at tIc
Ganges, and reple-îiislied at cacli of the sacred streams; as thecy wearily
walkcd thuir thousands of miles to, thecir distant homes. Thon they be-
lieved il, the emvc of theze pilgriimages and penances and torïtures.

In February', 1861, I met a venerable ]3rabman pilgrim who told me
of bis sixty years of pl nrimages-ef twicc ten thousand miles-to cvery
sacrcd suirine in india, ail miade o'n foot and begging bis food by the way.
" And yct,"' said lie, sadly and with disuppointnent-«' and yet tIe bur-
den of sin is just as licavy as whcen, a young man, i startcd on this quest.
Oh, sir, does your 'Véda tell hiow I can geL rid of ths burden of sin, ana
bo at pence -%witli God V" Ozu secs no sncbi piigrims now.

Thon linnk.qwiigiing ani spike-waiking andl self-torture and immnia-
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