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THE COMMERCIAL

Cutting by Western Houses.

Incontrovertible facts have recontly borne
out in every particular the charges wo made
against certnin dry goods houses in Toronto
and other western points, for the frightful
wmanner in which they bave undersold the le-
gitimate trade, for the purpose of *“ raising the
wind.” Not only have Toronto houses been
cutting prices on their own ground, but they
have at last ¢ bearded the lion in his den,” by
offering to sell goods in Montreal below what
our local houses are selling. We are aware of
un instance in which o line of ginghams, orig-
nally costing 10c. here and shipped to a western
firm, found its way back to this city, where it

was recently disposed of at jc., or at a loss of
50 per cent, upon cost. When goods ave offer-
ed at such fearful *‘cuts” below cost, they are
sim)ly sold by weak firms in order to obtain
ready fuuds that they may extend their lease
of a rotten and bankrupt existence. The
Trade Bulletin wus the first to ventilate this
ruinous cutting busine:s amongst western
houses, sud before any of the late failures in
Toronto, London, Dover, etc., had taken place,
we predicted the troubls in unmistakably bold
terms, and we still maintain that the end of it
has not yet been seen.—Montreal Irade
Buletin,

Sometbing Abont Fars.

The fur trade of Canada is a most important
interest, whether we consider it from the point
of view of the powerful and wealthy Hudson's
Bay Company, the many merchunts who trade
in and cure peltries, or the vast number of in.
dividual trappers who depend altogether or to
a considerable extent upon the capture of fur-
bearing animals for their means of maintenance.

We have just received from YW. Macnaught.
on's Coy's, New York Agents of the Honorable
the Hudson's Bay Company, their circular for
January which, as it contains a considerable
amount of valuable information, we review at
length. In the first place we are informed that
the prospects point clearly to good business and
it is therefore advisable to forward furs to mar-
ket as early as possible, in order to profit by
uny favorable circumstances that may arise
Particular stress is laid upon the advisability of
furs being assorted and graded before being
sent to market, as not only does the presence
of inferior skins among those of better quality,
diminish the attractiveness of the latter, but
renders them liable to be depreciated in value
by the purchaser. Morcover to realize the best
results, assorted furs should be graded down
according to their sizes as well as to the quahty
of their fur. No. 1 for instance is described as
a flesh colored pelt, or one that looks like fresh
sound raw meat, has a long, heavy fur, abund.
ant, thick and compact, which when blown in.
to separates down to the pelt and looks even,
fine and like silk. In a word this goes to make
up what is termned prime fur,  Furs that have
imperfections, such as inferior color, or atre old,
neglected and in poor condition, have been im-
properly handled or are suspicious appearing
are graded down one, two or three grades and
put in that grade to which their condition
makes them nearest in value.

As to the taking of furs, it should not be for-
gotten that, as the cold increases, their yuality
improves, and after three or four wceks of

best and then has the least top hair. When
furs are improperly handled they will always
bring o poor sale, while old furs of any kind
are sure to boe faded and, on being dressed, are
without life or lustre, and frequently prove to
have been move or less moth lamaged.  Mid.
winter caught furs hasve tho best color, as the
sun is not warm enavgh or gtrong enough to
fade them]while alivp and runhing; but as soon
as the mild days of early spring sets wn they be-
gin to lose color aud the fus begins to shed or
fall out. ‘I'he clearness, cleanness and lustre of
u skin add materially to its value. Trappers,
no matter upon what preteat, should avoid
tuking furs until the anindals havo had at least
 fair chance of making growth, too carly or
too late furs beingg not only a disgrace to trap-
pers and collectors, but, as we have frequently
pointed out, a wasteful and worthless slaughter.
One point to bear in mind is that fully grown
fur sosts no more to dress and manufacture
than little ones, yet they cut to better advan-
tage, yield double and henée are very much
more valuable.  Furs ought always to be trap-
ped; shot cuts the pelt and shaves off the fur,
while poisoning destroys und deadens the lus-
tre and lessens the selling price which is o most
important consideration.  These observations
which have been carefully collected ought, we
think, to commend themselves, as we nave
need to exercise more comimon s«nse and econ-
omy, it not scientific knowledge in matters that
concern this as well a3 wany other industries.
Reckless trapping and wastefuluess in dealing
with peltry cannot go on forever, We have
had by far too mueth of it.

There was a time when therc was fur lcss dis-
crimination than now with respect to the con-
dition of the skins that were offered to the
dealer, The prices which he was accustomed to
pay were sufficiently low to enable him to take
in alimost anything that was offered and muke
at the saine time enovmous profits,  The avail-
able supply has been materially depleted, prices
have been enhanced, so that he cannot put up
with what he once did.  Morecover, ulmost ev-
eryone—and most people wears furs in a cli-
ate like that of Canada—use pelts, and cach

one professes to be something of o connoisneur
and caunot hiave anything fobbed off on him.
For all these reasons, reckless taking, reckless
curing and reckless purchasing by storekcepers
are to be reprehended.  Poor furs will not pay,
the ultimate consumer will not buy them or,
if he does, is not inclined to pay much for them.
Al parties are thercfore losers. The store-
keeper when he sends or brings them to town
is disappointed us to results, and the trapper,
who frequently receives store pay, discovers
that there is o far less margin to his account
than he hadanticipated. Thus no ofie is satis-
fied and our fur bearing animals are becomng
slowly but none the less surely extinguished.
A stop ought to be put to the existing condition
of things, the trapper and the storckeecper
alike must be taught, by a determined refusal
to biy, that low quality skins have nec value,
Then the hunter will wait until the fur bearing
animals have arrived at their prime; and he
~vill not require to take so many of them to re.
alize a certain return, while the surviving ani.
mals will multiply and in their turn obtain that
maturity without which they are comparative.
ly worthless. The waste that annually éceurs
in connection with the fur trade is really enor.
mous, so many causes which ought never to be
lost sight of combinining to detract from the
value of the animals that are captured, —7'rade

steady cold wenther the quulity of fur 1s at it | Review,

WHEN YOU ARE GOING

MINNEAPOLIS, qq _ ANYPOINT
ST. PAUL EAST or SOUTH

TAKE THE
St. Paul, Minneapolis and
Manitoba Railway
‘T'he shortest, Lest and most desirable route

‘L0 ALL POINTS IN ONTARIO, QUEBEC
AND UNITED STATES.

If you want to ssve time and mounocy purchase
your tickets from starting point through to
destination vin the
ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & MANITOBA
RAILWAY.

For full information, maps, etc., t;pply to
G. H. McMICKEN, Agent,

WINNIPEG.
C. H. Wagnex, Gen, Pass. Agt,

W. S. ALexaxper, Teaffic Mgr,

ST. PAUL.
A. Maxver, Gen. Manger.

CHICAGO
MILWAUKEE
& ST. PAUL RY

Is the Fast-Mail Short Line from St. Paul and
Minn.apolis via La Crosse and Milwaukee to
Chicago and all points in the Eastern States
and Canada. It is the only line under one
nanagement between St. Paul and Chicago,
and is the Finest Equipped Railway in the
Northwest. It is the only line running Pull.s
man Drawing Room Sleeping Cars with Luxu.
rious Smoking Rooms, and the Finest Dining
Ciurs in the !{\’m‘ld, via the famous **River
Bank Roate,” along the shores of Lake Pepin
and the beautiful Mississippi River to Milwau-
kee and Chicago. Its trains connect with those
of the Northern lines in the Grand Union Depot
at St. Paul. No change of Cars of_auny Class
between St. Paul and Chicago. For through
tickets, time-tables, and full information, apply
to any coupon ticket agent in the Northwest.
R. Miller, Gen’l Manager; J. F. Tucker, 'Ass’t
CGen’l Mauager ; A.V.H, Carpenter, Gen’l Pass.
and Ticket” Agens; Geo. H. Heaflord, Ass't
Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.
W. H. Dixon, Ass’t Gen'l Pass. Agent, St.
Paul, Minn. oo

£Z"TRAVEL V1A THEEY
Minneapolis and St Lonis Railway

AXD THE FAMOUS

Albert Lea FRoute

.. LveSt.Paul. Lva

Chlcagzo, Burlinytton, Ransas City Minneapolsi

and Dcs Moined EX.covueeee. 28 45am  29.25a.m
St. Louis Fast EX.vcvvieevieeress D62 DM b7.05pm
Chicago Fast EX cecoevcecccosess d6.26p.m  d7.05p.m
Des Moines Passenger coecesce.e a825pan 27.05p.m
Excelsiar and Watertown o a8 00am aS458.m
Arlington and Excelsior oo adlipm  ag.50p.m
Mankato Express Accom se...... a3.15p.m 24,00 p.m

a Ex. Sunday. b Ex. Saturday. d Daily.

22r TuroucH COACHES AND PULLMAN PALACE
SLEEPERS to Chicago, St. Louis and Des Moine

DIRECT LINE TO WATEKTOWY, D.T,
Panace Dixing Cars ox Caicaao Traixs,

2—THROUGH TRAINS DAILY—2
to KANSAS CITY, LEAVENWORTH, ATCHISON and
ST. JOSEPH, making co;m&ct\om in Union Depots for all
ofnts west. *

Fast an/! [requent trghxs betweca St I'aal, Minneapolis
and Lake Minnctonka points. .

For mapa, xleeping car brrths, or other information
upan any aze in the Northwest or write to-

8, F. BOYD,




