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Cainden says, "We hiave borrowcd names froin everything good and
bad," and one curiosity-hu tnter asserts thiat hie lias discovercd frorn
30,000 to 40,000 Einglishi surrm'nies. Thiuý estiînate gives froin 15,000
to 25,000 more words tlîan crza bc found iu Shakespeare, the greatest
word-user iii lîterature. To furnishi these naines, the histories, Ian-
guages, niianners, prejtudics, passions, localities and canit words of al
peoples and tiînes, liave been laid under contribution. But thoughi

curisitymay ave louef a business in gathering thiese facts and
foibles of the noble Briton , it lias donc much, also> in this naine-
lîunting, W throw lighit upon the history, condition, manners aîîd
custoins of the Britishi people.

The Ancient Hebrews did not employ sîîrnames. They hiad their
Jacobs, Davids and Jonas; but the family naine was unknown. So
of the Greeks. They liad their Xenophons, Homers and Solons. In
some cases the naine of father, or place of birth, wvas added to prevent
confusion, and, in other cases, a second naine was given to mark somie
peculiarity of character or achievemieut. Thus, Antiochius becamne
Antiochius Epiphianes-tlîe Magnificent, and simple Ptolemy became
Ptolemy Soter-thie Delive)re;. Sometiines a fatiier would couple, or
incorporate, the naunes of a disfinguishied ancestor with that of a son,
to rein d 1dmi of heroic deeds and to fire the spirit of emulation. But
these second naines did not descend to the bearers' posterity. We
have something analagous in Britishi history. The virtues or vices of
the kingr and others, frequeutly sugg-ested a second naine. The school-
boy caii tell us ail about Edward the Cwýfmsor, Edward Ironside,
William the Cmnniteror, R~obert the Dcvii, &c. To prevent confusion
among the people, a sobi-iqitct was prefixed to the patronyliiie or father-
naine. This took the fori of ilac,-&oi-aniong the Hlighllanders of
Scotland, MAacArthur, the son of Arthur, and MacDonald, the son of
Donald, became the distinctions. The lrisli employed the prefix Oy. or
0'. nîeaung gyrandson, whichi stili survives in the O'Tooles, O'Haras,
&C. Mac, also, is coinmun. And these two, Mac and O', according to
an old Rhymster are essential to the very constitution of a truc Irish-
lutn IBMa ni0

"By ise nd , you'll always know
True Ir 8nlen t lcy 8ay

For if they lack both C) and Mac,
No Irisliimen are tliey."1

For the saine purpose, the Welsh, down to recent tinies, added
«p, son, to the surnarne. E van cil Howell ; Jabez al) ]Richard
John al) Rhys; &c., whichi are now served up to us iu P>owell, Pritchard
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