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wvotld be exposed. The Redeomer did not merely suspect, but knew
fromn the very firet that Judas was a traitor, and yet Ho would not act
even on his Divine knowledge of the disciple's charactor. He would
treat him precisely as the other disciples. Ho would wait for somo plain
and palpable development of false-heartedaess. Ho would wait until
Judas "lby transgression ' would fali, before He would cast him off.
Sucli should ho our course. In our treatment of oach other, wo should
'wait for infallible proof of guilt beforo we condemn. Even a Gehazi
has a rigit to ho recognized as upriglit until ho proves himef to be
falso. Evoni a Judas muist ho treated as a true disciple until ho proves
hiniself a traitor.

III. WVe are tauglit ie mnalignant nature and tremendous danger of
the sin of covetousness. This was the root of Gohazi's wickodness. It
'vas the corrupt troc that yielded such bad fruit. Ho would ho ricli.
Vineyards and olive yards, sheep and oxen, mon servants and maid ser-
vants, hoe must have. Ho soos more glory in these than in fhe testiinony
of a good conscience, the favour of God, and the hope of glory. The
world gets into, bis heart; it makos bis bead to reel, and as a moral
drunkard hoe rolis into the vortex of eternal perdition. IlThey that will
ho rich faîl into tomiptation and a snaro, and into many foolish and burt-
fui lusts wvbich drown mon in perdition." In the case of Gehazi wo seo
the liavoc that avarice nies of the character wben it takes possession
of the heart. We soe that when one yields himielf to, it, thero is no
depth of meanness to which hl fl ot preparod to descend, ne principle
that hoe la not prepared to, sacrifice, no obligation that hoe la net ready to
violato, ne entorprise too mean or domorallsing for him. to engage in,
p)rovided there is the prospoct of money in it

Look at some of the oloments in Geliazi's fraudulent scheme. What
ièarful iî?tpiety there was ln it: IlBehold my master bath sparod :Naaman
this Syrian, iii iiot rocoiving i bis bands tint wiici ho brougit: but,
as the Lord liveti, 1 will rua aftor him, and take somoevhat of hlm."
"1As the Lord liveth P" O, what impioty it is to swoar. by the name, of
that God who ila "of puror eyos tban to boiold iniquity," that hoe will
coinniit that voryf sixi that is an abomination in His sight. A.nd, thon,
what hyîiocrisy! It is not for Enbmseyf that hoe wants the money!1 It
is for a religious objoct. It is to holp two young mon la trainingfo h
ministry! 't My master bath sent me, saying, Behold, evon now thora
ho come to mie from ) lount Epbraim two young men of the sons of the
prophets: give tbem, I pray thee, a talent of silvor, and two changes of
garments." It is always wicked to lio, but peculiarly nefa-rious to do so,
in tbe namee'f religion. It is a sad perver'sion of wbat is right to, sacri-
fice trutb for the sako of worldly gain; but the guilt is tonfold more
aggravated, whon religion is dragged ini as a factor in the *schemo of
dishonesty. And tien, Gebazi wrengs bis master, abuses the confi-
dence roposed la hlm> and tramples undor foot overy princîplo of honour,
integrity, and truth.

How nialignaiit the nature and tremendous the power of that avarico
tint could produce suci dreadfuil results! How malignant the natureo f
that "llove of znoney " whici is said to ho "lthe root of ail evil," tiat
coiild make Ananias and Sapphlra lie, even t. the Holy Ghost; that
could mako Judas betiay bis master for a few pieces of silver, and that


