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iArkansaw i
§‘-Ile' ‘Was a Gentleman §
: of the Southwest. ¢
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$ ByF A MITCHEL

. Conuecticut. He was intellectual and
gpiritual. Those who knew him best

. &would be elected whether he ran or
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J ‘When boys' summer camps were first
established in the United States, at one
of them, located in northern New Eng-
land, were two boys who were chums.
They were the very antipodes of each
other. Both were of the older boys at
the camp, being between seventeen and
eighteen. Frank Vinton hailed from’

predicted for-him a marked career in
some intellectual pursuit, probably the
church, Edward Davis was from Ar-
kansas and a typleal southerner, He
was long of limb, large boned and mus-
cular. He was two years behind his
¢hum in fitting for college.

EBach was iu his way a leader of
otlier boys. Frank Vinton was usually
intrusted with the management of the
entertainments got up at the camp and
was recorder. His camp journal was
beautifully ‘written. Davis, who was
universally called Arkansaw, led the
hikes, the canoeing, the swimming—in
fact, all the sports. Naturally the
boys, who placed strength and daring
@bove intellect, admired him more than
{Vinton. But Arkansaw rankeéd him- |
self far below his chum. What we
possess we do not value; what we lack
we covet. Arkansaw saw no merit in
hig diving from a platform elevated l
forty feet above the surface of the wa-
ter or being able to throw any boy in
the camp. He would -have given his
strength and daring for the ability to
jearn Latin grammar, which was be-
yond his intellectual endowment. For
this reason, perhaps, he was pleased
at his intimacy with the intelléctual
Vinton.

When the season was ended and the I

campers went'home the chums regret-
ted that they could not enter college

"in the same class. Vinton had passed
his entrance ‘examination, but Davis
had still a long period of study before
him. When Vinton became a junior
Davis became a freshman. Of course
he entered the e college as Vinton. !
Notwithstanding that they were two
years apart in the college curricylum
they were still chums., Naturally their
associates wondered what was the tie
that bound the-brawny southwesterner
and the polished New Englander. The
truth is, persons don’t usually make
friends with theif counterparts. They
genérally seek what they are not them-
selves. .

Vinton ‘graduated with high honors,
and while his chum was struggling
through the last two years in college
he was studying for the ministry. The
Arkansan was wanted on the varsity
crew, on the varsity football and bage-
ball teams, but he could not be in-
Quced to train with any of them. He
had as profound a contempt for mus-
cular as he had reverence for intel-
tectual strength.

Davis pulled through college, being
graduated among the “dregs,” as he
called them, of his class. Vinton
studied theology at his alma mater,
B0 that their intimacy was not inter-
rupted. When Davis finished his aca-
demical course Vinton was admitted
to orders, having taken a three years'
course in two. They said' goodby to
each other, Davis with more regret
than his friend, who by this time was
beginning to feel the difference be-
tween them, for the clergyman be-
longed to an aristocratic family and
was engaged to a soclety belle. She
had met Davis and wondered what
her lover could see in him to admire.
Perhaps this is the main reason why
Winton parted with his chum without
the regret that was to have been ex-
pected.

Davis inherited an estate that ren-
ered him independent of work, but it
::nld have been impossible for him to

idle. An office in the gift of the
people of hig state becoming vacant
and it being desirable that a man not
stained with political iniquity should
be elected, Davis was waited on by a
committee from both parties who ask-
ed him to run for the office, promising
him a sure election.. He was too dum-
founded for awhile to reply, then said
that a better man than he was needed
for the duties involved. But the com-
mittee would mnot accept his refusal
and left him assuring him that he

hot, 3
This was the beginning of a political
career that was thrust upon Davis, but
_ It lasted only a short time, for he be-
" came disgusted with politics, and when
bis friends proposed to nominate him
for an important.state office he flatly

Oné summer five or six years after
he had parted with Vinton he resolved
to go north for a visit, taking in his
old chum by the way. The truth is he
had learned to love ‘the north in sum-
mer while at the boys” camp and long-
ed to get back into the northeastern
territory where he could enjoy the
cool woods and waters.

‘One Saturday evening a lanky man
with a strong southern accent register-
ed at a hotel in the city where Frank
.Vinton was rector of the most fashion-
able church, ~ Bdward Davis was the
pame entered, and his residence was
Arkansas. Sunday morning he went to
tie charch in which his eld chum
preached. He noticed that the congre-

“that he had grows sfeck and parted

| day with me. Monday is for us of the

knew th
| his wli So the man from the south-
west 8 thrown upon his own re-
! conversation with him,

! cepting the attentions of a man of

lon, An asgistant read the service,

and the rector preached the sermon,
Arkansaw, gazing for the first time

In several years on his old chum, saw

bis bair in the middle. His sermon
was on the value of a correct interpre-
tation of the Scriptures, and his In-
terpretation of certain passages per-
taining to riches were very comforting
to his cengregation. Arkansaw was
slightly disappointed in his friend's de-
velopment,; but his heart was still with
the man who had been' his chum till the
spell—on his chum's part—had been
broken by marriage. -At the end of
the service he waited at the church
door for the rector and his family to
come out. Vinton on seeing him grasp-
ed bis hand cordially, but Mrs, Vin-
ton could mot concenl a look of annoy-
ance. Arkansaw was dressed in south-
western costume, - His bhat did not
shine as did the rector’s, for the latter
was of silk, while -Arkansaw’s was of
felt, with a yery wide brim. -

“Come to my study tomorrow,” said
Vinton. “This is, of course, a busy

cloth our day off. I shall expeet you
by 9 o'clock.”

Then Vinton was hurried away by
his wife lest he should be seen talking
to the rawboned Arkansan.

Davis rather expected his old chum
to take him home with him to dinner.
Vinton did not dare to do so since he

guest would be frozen out by

sources. for the rest of the day. After
dinner lie sat smoking in the hotel of-
fice. A gentleman sitting near opened

Before parting with this person
Davis learned a disagreeable truth.
There was a skeleton in the rectory of
Vinton's church. Mrs, Vinton was ac-

fashion, The congregation would have
already brought the matter before the
vestry except for their attachment to
their rector, who was the only person
that appeared to be ignorant of the
situation.

The next morning Davis and Vinton
met in the rector’s study. Vinton, now
that he was alone with his old chum,
relapsed into the chum of former days.
But there was no invitation to the rec-
tory. Mrs. Vinton had put her veto on
Arkansaw.

“How long will you stay here, Ark?
asked the rector.

“I'm not decided about my going.
I may be here a day or two, and I
may go suddenly, so I'll say goodby
in case 1 don’t see you again.”

Vinton pressed his friend's hand.
Davis saw that there was something
on his mind, but could not fathom it.

The same afternoon the tall south-
erner appeared at the office of one T.
Robinson Rhodes and sent in his card.
The office boy who delivered it return-
ed with the inquiry as to the nature
of the caller’s business.

“Private,” was the reply.

The boy went back and presently re-
turned with the words “Come in” and
led the visitor to the office door, Davis
saw a man’ dressed in the height of
fashion sitting at & rosewood desk.
Looking about to see that they were
alone, the southerner closed the door
and turned the key. Mr. Rhodes look-
ed at him in surprise.

“What do you want with me, sir?"
he said.

“Sign that,” replied Davis, laying a
paper on the desk before Mr. Rhodes.
It read:

From this day I agree to forego any
association with a lady to whom I have
been paying marked attention, never again
to ‘call upofi her at her house or to join
her elsewhere. &

Mr. Rhodes’ eyes were fixed upon
this paper long enough to have read it
a dozen times. He was thinking what
to do. He was no coward and resolved
to try to dominate the man who seem-
ed disposed to interfere in his affairs.
He turned upon Davis fiercely.

“Ig this a case of blackmail?"

“You know that it is not.”

«] don’t know who is the lady to
whom you refer, but if you intend to
drag any lady into a quarrel you are
contemptible.”

“There is no necessity for dragging
the lady’s name into a quarrel. I have
not mentioned her in his paper.”

“Suppose 1 refuse to sign it?”

“You shall sign it.”

“How do you propose to compel me?”

“There is but one way I can compel
you without injuring others. If you
refuse I shall seek you out in some
public place and insult you. I am not
known in this city, and no one will sup-
pose that my real motive is to prevent
your bringing ruin upon my friend, his
wife and his children.”

There was something so quietly de-
termined in the southerner’s manner
that his adversary saw there was no
escape for him. What his course would
have been had he not had all to lose
and nothing to gain no one knows, but
he saw that this man was saving him
from himself and yielded.

“] must communicate my reasons to
—to the lady for my action,” he said
after pondering.

“That is admissible.”

Davis left with the pledge duly sign-
ed and, going to his hotel, departed on
the next train,

The Christmas festivities had passed
when Mrs, Vinton said to her husband:

«“You have been overworked during
the holidAys this year, dear, and are
tired out. Suppose we run down south
for the cold season.”

“In what direction?”

“We might make a call upon your
old friend Mr. Davis.”

Vinton looked searchingly at his
wife.

“As you like,” he said.

When Arkansaw next saw his old
chum he was greeled with fervor by
his chum’s wife. She gave no explana-
tion for the change, but the Dixie man
knew that he had saved her from a

! lasted just thirty-eight years (Deut. ii,
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Text of the Lesson, John v, 1-16—~Mem-
ory Verses, 8, 9—Golden Text, John
ix, 4—~Commentary Prepared by Rev.
D. M. Stearns.

‘While the !esson assigned to us to-
day covers only fifteen verses, we
must consider, as far as possible, the
whole of this wonderful chapter con-
cerning Him who is the fountain of
living waters and the only judge of
all mankind. These feasts were all
originally “feasts of the Lord” (Lev.
xxiii, 2, 4, 44), but they had degenerat-
ed into mere religions formalities as
feasts of the Jews. Jesus attended
them because there He found oppor-
tunities to teach and to heal, and it
was His custom to go everywhere
preaching the gospel of the kimgdom
and healing all sickness and disease
(Matt. iv, 23). The scene of the heal-
ing of our lesson was at a pool in Jeru-
salem called Bethesda, which was by
the sheep market or, as in the margin
and the Revised Version, the sheep
gate. Bethesda means house of mer-
cy, but mercy can only be found in
Him of whom the sheep gate is so sug-
gestive, the Lamb and the sheep of
Isa. liif, 6, 7, on whom all our iniqui-
ties were laid, the Lamb of God, who
taketh away sins. It is interesting to
note that the building of the wall by
Nehemiah began and ended at the
sheep gate (Neh. iii, 1, 32).

This pool, with its troubled waters,
was as useless for alreally impotent
person as were the feasts of the Jews
to help any one, for he must needs be
a lively impotent who would get in
first. The poor, hopeless impotent of
our lesson had his infirmity thirty-
eight years, and we remember that the
infirmities of Israel in the wilderness

14), and only the Lord Himself could
and did deliver Israel. Without help
from any mortal man or without ever
touching the pool this poor impotent
was made whole, for surely the foun-
tain is better than the pool, and there
is none other who can do aught for the
really impotent, and such we all are,
for the whole world is guilty before
God, and there is not one thing that
we can do, not one step that we can
take toward the righteousmess which
God requires.

‘We can only plead our guilt and ut-
ter helplessnesg, and then comes from
Him the word 'of life and health, and
we become justified ,freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus (Rom, iii, 19-24). Ag itis
stated In verse 24 of our lesson chap-
ter, hearing His word and receiving
Him we have everlasting life, have

;lasted nearly 1,900 years (verse 25).
| The other hour of verses 28, 29, will

passed from death fo lifé, and shall
not come into judgment for our sins.
The Judge Himself says so (verse 22),
and that settles it. This is the life
that is given to all the dead in sins
whé now receive Him, and the hour
still continues, though it has already

last 1,000 years and will begin with
the resurrection of the righteous at
the coming of Christ (I Thess. iv, 16-18;
Luke xiv, 14) and will end with the
resurrection of the rest of the dead
for the great white throne judgment
(Rev. xx, 5, 6, 11-15). Note some of
the testimonies of Him who alone can
give life, before whom all sickness
flees and to whom all judgment has
been ‘committed: The Son can do noth.
ing of Himself; the Father loveth the
Son and sheweth Him all things that
Himself doeth; the Father hath com-
mitted all judgment unto the Son; he
that honoreth mot the Son honoreth
not: the Father which bath sent Him;
I seek not mine own will, but the will
of the Father which hath sent me; the
Father Himself bath sent me; I am
come in my Father's name; had ye
believed Moses ye would have believ-
ed me, for He wrote of me (verses
10-28, 30, 37, 43, 46). Yet this is the
man whom they sought to kill, accus-
ing ‘Him of breaking their Sabbath and
of making Himself equal with God.

One would think that His words and
His works would have convinced them
(verse 36). But when people allow
themselves to be blinded by the devil
he does his work very thoroughly.
‘When the truth is rejected God allows
lies and strong delusion to grasp the
beart (II Thess. ii, 9-12), One great
hindrance to believing God is the
temptation to seek homor from men
rather than from God only (verse 44),
the desire to be held in esteem by our
fellows because of learning and schol-
arship, the unwillingness to be wholly
for God and seek in all things only His
approval. Jesus Christ came in His
Father's name seeking in all things to
glorify Him, and all His words and
works were the Father’s through Him,
But there is one coming in His own
name, and it may be soon, who will
exalt himself and whom all the world
will worship except those whose names
are in the book of life (verse 43, with
Dan, xi, 36; IT Thess. ii, 3, 4).

Israel’s trouble and that of the whole
world can only be remedied by Him
who healed . the impotent man at
Bethesda, and He will come in' His
power and glory to do it. But the
other man, the man of sin, the devil's
man, must get in his work first. Be-
fore this wicked one shall be fully
anifested the church, the hindrance
to the full manifestation of the devil's
power, must be taken away (II Thess.
1,18.

Why Worry?

It you're afflicted with the worry,
habit, consider this old Chinese prov-
£3b:. “The legs -of -the stork are long,
the legs of the duck are short; you
ceanot make the legs of the stork
short, neither can you make the legs
of the duck long. Why worry?”

- disease and pain. Women

native roots and herbs.
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Vegetable Compoun:
going through the

17 Roundy St., Beverly, Mass.

now if I do not feel

" your remedies fo every woman
them as it has me.” —r&n.
24th St., Erie, Pa.

_gation was made up_ of the elite and
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grievous misfortune.’ From that day
she also was his chum,

A Woman’s
~ 9roblem

How to Feel Well During Middle
Life Told by Three Women Who
Learned from Experience.

The Change of Life is a most critical period of a
woman’s existence, and neglect of health at this time invites

that. there is no other remedy known to medicine that will
so successfully carry women through this trying period as
Lydia E. Pinkham'’s Vegetable
Read these letters:—

Philadelphia, Pa.—“I started the Change of Life

athe with bearing down pains and I would have
Heat flashes very bad at times with dizzy s
nervous feelings. After taking
Vegetable Compound I feel like a new person and
am in better health and no more troubled with
the aches and pains I had before I took your won-
derful remedy. I recommend it to my friends for I
cannot praise it eno

N. Ringgo

Beverly, Mass.—“I took Lydia E. Pinkham’s
for nervousness and dyspeps
of Life. I found it v‘:'x:y

have always spoken of it to other women who suffer as I did and
have had them try it and they also have received
good results from it.”— Mrs. GEoreE A.

Erie, Pa.—“I was in poor health
Change of Life started with me and I
E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound, or
should not have got over it as easy a8

and it restores me in a short time.
E. Kissuine,

No other medicine has been so sticcessful in relieving woman’s
suffering as has Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Oompound.
‘Women may receive freeand helpful advice by writing the Lydia
E.Pinkham Medicine Co., Lynh, Mass. Such letters are received

.and answered by women only and held in strict cenfidence.
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GASTORIA
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A Guatemalan Marimba,

The people of Guatemala are very
fond of music. Their most popular
programs are those in which classical
selections predominate. Band, or-
chestral, and marimba musi¢" con-
stitute an indispensable feature of
all public festivals and entertain-
ments.

The most highly prized music in
Guatemala is that of the Marimba,
a sweet-toned musical instrument
said to have been invented by the
“Tecomate,” a tribe of Indians of the
State of Chiapas, Mexico. The orig-
inal form of the instrument, crude
in structure, was brought to Guate-
mala, where it has been greatly im-
proved. It resembles the xylophone
in structure and manner of playing.
The keys, strips of wood graduated
in length to the musical scale, are
made of two kinds of wood called
“hormigo,” not uniike cedar, and
“aguacaté.”’ The keys are held to-
gether by means of a cord drawn
through them. There are 45 tones
and 30 half tones. The bass tones
are given by the long, thick slats, the
high tones by the short, thin slats.
The keys are struck with two small
rubber hammers called ‘““banquetas.”

The marimba is about eight feet
long, and varies from one to two feet
in width, The sounding board be-
neath the keys is constructed of two
kinds of wood, ‘taxiscob” and
‘‘guachiplin,” and the keys are made
of mahogany. The cost of a marim-
ba is from $60 to $125 gold.

The finest marimbas are manufac-
tured in Quebaltenango, and the
most skilled operators also come
from the city, which is the second in
size in Guatemala, Eight operators
are required to play a marimba, and
the addition of a bass viol, a recent
innovation, gives strength and vol-
ume to the music.—Scientific Ameri-
cam.

Jap Superstiti
The Japanese have many curious
superstitions about animals, the

chief among which is their belief in
the supernatural power of foxes.
There are numberless shrines, in-
deed, dedicated to foxes in Japan.

The badger is another animal fear-
ed by the superstitious Japanese
mind. It-is Velieved to hawe power
to annoy people and to be able to
turn into a priest at will.

The crying of weasels and the bay-
ing of dogs are considered evil
omens, and such insignificant hap-

nings send a shudder over the be-
ievers.

In Japan, a light-colored mouse in
the house is & sign of happiness. If
a spider falls from the ceiling in the
morning it brings pleasure, but if at
night it is thought to be very un-
lucky. To see a centipede at night
weans happiness in Japan.

Diplomacy.

Billy was sending out invitations to
his birthday party.

“I don't think I would mention the
birthday,” advised his mother. “It
looks so much like gsking for a pres-
ent.”

To this Billy demurred violently, but
was finally persuaded to yleld the
point. For a long time he thought
deeply. Then, solving the problem, he
asked:

“Well, mother, we won't say any-
thing about the birthday, but don’t
you think that we might put the pic-
ture of a cake wih candles at the top
of the paper?"

Cheering Him Up.

He (anxiously, after popping the
guestion)~Why do you cry, my love?
Did I offend you by my proposal? She
(quietly sobbing)—Oh, no, dear. Mam-
ma always said to me, “Lil, you are
such an idiot that you will not even
get a.donkey for a lover,” and now I
bhave got one after all.—Philadelphia
Bulletin.
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THE SUN LIFE

Is Canada’s
Leading Assurance Company

And if not already a Poliey Holder it
will pay you to interview the Lees

Agent,
W. M, ALLEN
Carleton Place.
Total assurance in force 1915—
$257,404,
L RS A $74,326,

JOHN R.& W. L. REID

Managers Eastern Ontarie,
Sun Life Buildi
OTTAWA.

INSURANCE

Fire, Accident,
Sickness,
Plate Glass
Guarantee and
Liability Insurance.

All Old Established Companies.

W. H. ALLEN.

Reliable Agents

WANTED .
~rnani
In every good tewn and district is

Ontario, where we are not repre-
sented.

Territory' reserved for the right mam
Highest commissions paid.
Attractive advertising matter.

Splendid List of New Specialties for
Seasen, 19161917

including the new Everbearing
Raspberry, St. Regis.

STONE & WELLINGTON

The Fonthill Nurseries
(Established 1837.)
TORONTO, - ONTARIO

PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY

Have you an Insurance on
your Dwelling, and have
you protection from fire
upon your Personal Effécts?

A number of Standard Fire Insurance
Companies are represented by

W. H. ALLEN

Will be pleased to quote you rates
at any time.

Inall countries. Ask for our INVENTO! -
ADVISER, which will be sent free. -

MARION & MARION.
MONTREAL -




