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{Number of Resolutions Passed
Covering Wide Range of'
Subjects.
'CRIJICISM OF
HOUSING SCHEME

"St. John Trades and Labor
Council Has No Less Than
Fifteen Matters for Consid-
eration.

@pecial to The Standard.

Fredericton, N. B, March 11.—N. B.
Federation of Labor resumed at 2 o'-
clock, It was decided to select a tom-
mittee to interview the lacal govern-
ment on legislation.

The convention then witended open-
ing of the House of Assembly. The

FRANCHI
BRO

Ont, March 11L—Canadian
g Hugh Guthrie introduc-
ed the Frapchise Bill in the House this
afternoon, the purpose of the bill is
three fold. First, it fixes & undiform
tranichise throughout the Dominion;
secondly, @t provides & uniform me-
thod for the preparation of voters
Mabs: third, it provides a "m‘mmh‘lnj
sath 4 y thod” for the

UGHT DOWN
"IN PARLIAMENT

Is Based Upon Very Broad Principles—Only
Are British Citizenship, Residence in Canada for One
Year and Having Attained Majority — These Require-

=" ments Apply to Male and Female Alike—Election Ma-
chinery Remains Much the Same as at Present.

<

Requirements

to receive a ballot paper and cast his
vote, R
Election Machinery

The machinery for holding an elec:
tion, as provided in the bill was not
very different from that at present
in use, There were one or two inove-
tions, however. The act proposed to
abolish the office of the clerk ©f the

of eflections. -

In presenting the bill Mr. Guthrie
eaid that under its terms the fran-
chise had been established upon very
broad principles. The only require-
ments would be those of British citi-
zenship, residence in Canada for one

year and in the particular constitu-
ency for two months @nd tl’x& ntta:::

) of 21 years. ese
i m'-afveomd apply alike in the

Five— that in case of in-
Juning or killing of any child employ-
ed under age full cost of such injury
or dcath be paid by offending emplioy-
ing company the payment of same b0
be enforced by compensation board—
adopted. Report adopted excepting
section four referred back.

Resolutions committee reported.
Resolution 14—Proposed by Wm. O
Donpell—Whereas in this community

maile and female voters.
Preparation of Lists. v

In regard to the preparation of
voters' lists the prinedple adopted was
that existing provincial lists in any
province, where authorized by law
for use in provincial elections could ba
utilized dn the case of dominion elec-
tions, providing the lists were not
more than 12 months old or more than
twelve months had elapsed between

quir
case of

several private Boyment i
exisd and are actively engaged in pro-
curing workmen for contractors and
industrial plants; changing fees from
both employers and workmen and
whereas 1t is to the dnterest of these
agents to have the greatest labor turm-
over possible and whereas in’ time of
labor troubles these agents are used
to procure strike breakers, be it there-
fore
Resolved, that this convention ask
the provincial government to prohibit
the operation of any private employe
ment bureau in New Brunswick. Con~
owrred in by Cainsville and adopted.
Resolution 16—Proposed by Wm.
McGinnis was concurred in by com-
mittee. Whereas the Dominion gov-
ernment, has loaned to the provincial
government a sum of nioney for the
erection of homes specially for return-
ed soldiers; and whereas such houses
are bullt at such a high price it is
. for any returned . soldier,
who we: all know are mostly working
men and Jargely belong to our rank
and file, therefore resolved, that we
ask provincial government to put such
homes for sale so as o make it pos-
sible for returned soldiers to purchase
same.

Delegate McGinnis argued that
workers could not meet conditions of
Housing Act.

xr i it
Housing Act,
in Moncton.

Moncton spent $150,000 and was

* asking for (fifty thousand more.
Houses were given at cost plus about
five per cent. This was reasonable.
Delegate Tighe condemned the Act as
beyond reach of men with large fami-
Hes, and phasized hopel of
many who cannot find houses. Frank
Vanderbourne, supported motion. F.

(Continued on page three.)

M eflay ipported
which had worked well

the <c ilation of such Wlsis and the
fssue of writs for a dominion election.

When the lists were more thanr one
year old, they would form the basis
for domindon kists,

There was power in the bill to add
to such provincial lists, any naoes
which should be added and po take
away from the provincial lsts any
names which should be removed. This
provision would give general wmp to
date Lists in all provinces.

‘When no such provincial lists ex-
isted, the principle adopted by the bill
was in urban municipalities that of
registration, and, in rural municipali-
ties that of registration by way of enu-
merating.

In urban municipalities all persons,
male and female, would be required to
register during the time prescribed in
the act. When the registration per-
iod had expired, appeals would be per-

were not upon the lists or against
those whose names had been included
in the lists. In all provinces where
there were county judges, the county
judges would be appointed the revis-
ing officers. In other provinces, ap-
peals would be to the district judge.

In rural municipalities where there
were no provincial lists, which could
be utilized by the terms of the bill,
a registrar would be appointed to pre-
pare lists.;” He would make an enum-
eration of the voters in a polling sub-
division. When" his list was complet-
ed they would be returned to the
proper officer. In this case, however,
there was no rewvision or appeal, be-
ocause a further provision in the act
provided.that any person who claimed
to be entitled to vote and whose name
had been omitted in a rural division
would be entitled on polling day on
taking the prescribed eleetion oath,

COMMISSIONER RUTHERFORD
MAKES HIS REPORT ON RACING
AS HE FINDS IT IN CANADA

While Not Condemning Racing in Itself, He Finds Long

_Continued Meetings With

Betting Likely to be Injurious

to Young and Inexperienced Men—Advocates Adop-
tion of Pari-Mutuel and the Prohibition of Bookmakers
~Finds Also Good Deal of Surreptitious Betting Go-

ing on.

Ottawa, March 11. — (Canadian

Press)—The report of Chairman Ruth-

* grford of the Dominfon Racing Com-
mission was given out by Sir George
Foster today.

The Comiﬁsslon finds that long
continued mace meetings with betting
as & public adjunct, are likely in the
communities in which they are held,
to exert a bad influence on young and
unexperienced men, and others lack-
ing in self control and moral stamina.

The fendency, he says, is ¢specially

| evident in those cases in which the
:lenm of the meeting 1s excessively
| out of proportion to the size of the
community in point of population.

The management of such meetings
would, other things being equal, have
e very important bearing upon that
phase of the question.

1t is, however, noteworthy, says the
report, that protracted race meetings
which have taken place in Canada,
' tmve been conducted under the most

o bl diti in this r t.

Too MaMy Tracks.

In considering the present situation
says the Commission, - the existing
multiplicity of race tracks in Mont-
real, Toronto and Windsor, involving,
as it does, a practically ‘cox:tlnuoul

; of
l':a each of these communities should
not be lost sight of.
report finds that bad effects,
attributable to macing as car
{ocally are seldom, and then
slight degres, observable

from meetings of reasonable length,
especially when these are conducted
under the auspices and direct control
of reputable and responsible citizens
not acuated by mercenary motives,
‘but genuinely «interested in racing as
an enjoyable and manly form of out-
door sport, or in the maintenance of
the thorough-bred horse as an import-
ant factor from a national end patri
otic point of view.

The Betting Factor,

Dealing with methods of betting,
the Commissioner says that evidence
will be found dn the record of the pro-
ceedings to the effect that the parl
mutuel system for various reasons is
greatly less likely to prove harmful
than the older custom of bookmaking
that it has now almost entirely super-
seded throughout the racing world.
This evidence shows that the substitu-

mitted either by those whose names

crown in chancery and to create in-
stead a chief electoral officer. This
officer would have charge of elections
and his duties would be-very similaf
to those of the genera] returning of-
ficer in the election of 1917. He
would be a permanent official. The
bill also provides for the holding of
advanced polls in order to enable
railwaymen, saflors, and others who
were unable to vote on election day,
to cast their ballots, The period fix-
ed between nomination day and poll-
ing day, by the bill, was 14 days.

Mr. Guthrie closed by saying that
the intention of the bill was to bring
uniformity in voting throughout Can-
ada and promote safety and simplic-
ity. An examination of the bill would
he thought, convince members
that it was founded upon principles
of “equality and justice.

In answer to questions by Mr. W.
D. Euler, Mr. Guthrje stated that per-
sons precluded from voting under the
naturalization act would not be per
mitted" to vote by the new law. He
also said that any person, disqualified
by reason of race from voting in pro-
vincial elections would also be dis-
qualified in Dominion elections

COMPLAINTS RE
SHORE LINE RY.

Indignation Meeting Held at
St. George, and Officials
Will be Interviewed Re-
garding Poor Service.

St. George, March 11.—Persuant to
notice from the mayor a large and
representatfve meeting of the citizens
was held in the Town Hall last even:
ing. Mayor Grearson was elected
chairman.

The Mayor stated he was glad to
see s0 many present interested in the
welfare of the town. He said that the
object of the meeting was to prevent
a repitition of the present condition
on the Shore Line Railway.

Mr. Edward McGratton being called
upon stated that his idea is to bet-
ter conditions. Lack of service is
due to lack of vo-operation—no kick
no service. He thought the best way
to get results would e to send a
delegation to Superintendent Grout,
H. V. Dewar said that the service had
jbeen very bad the last yeap or two.
iConnecuons are very poor; it would
iseem to him the train should give
better service.

A. C. Toy sald all business is very
hand hit; his firm, the St. George Pulp
and Paper Co. had to borrow feed,
and were living from hdnd to mouth.
The train service is bad; people have
to stay in St. John or St. Stephen all
night.

E. J. O’Neill thought an appeal for
better service should be made to the
Railway Commission,

John C, O'Brien thought a delega.
tion should be sent to Superintendent
Grout.

Speeches were also made by Alds.
Frauley and Watt, and Jas Brydon.

It was finally moved by Mr. Brydon
that a deputation be sent to St. John
to interview Mr. Grout concerning con.
ditions on the Shore Line division of
the C, P. R.

The following were chosen by the
meeting: Edward McGrattan, Dr. H.
L Taylor and A. C. Toy. The meeting
then adjourned.

RISE IN FREI
RATES TO EUROPE

New York, March 11.—Freight rates
on foodstuffs shipped to England on
British vessels have been inoreased 30
cents & hundred pounds it was an-
nounced here today. As the British
Ministry of Food has 300,000,000 1bs.
of hog products in warehouses in the
United States, the increase means
that the English public wdll have to
pay $90,000,000 more for them if they
are shipped under the -new rates, ac-
conding to Robt. Graham, Chairman of
the Ministry here. *

ASBESTOS WORKERS
GO OUT ON STRIKE

Robertson, Que.,, March 11.—A gen-
eral strike has been declared by the

tion of the pari-mutuel hi for
the book-maker has practically elimi-
nated from the modern well conduct-
ed race course and its environment
he undesirable and y satel-
ites of the old betting ring.

Deall with touts, rail Dpirds, and
other unprincipled purveyors of sup-
posedly secret or stolen dinformation,
the Commissioner saye that persons
of this class were not only in them-
selves and many different ways a
menace to the peace of society on and
off the race course, but were often in-

(Continued on Page Three)
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1 of the Penni! Asgbestos;
mining company. The men demand
more ‘money and ask 1o be paid the
mlsm scale as is pald at Thetford

nes. -

PRINCE OF WALES' TOUR.

Portsmouth, England, March 11.
—/The Prince of Wales will start

3

YESTERDAY

Sir Robert Borden Sends
Greetings and Regrets
Necessity for Enforced

Absence.

LOOKS TO RETURN
IN A FEW WEEKS

Resolution ‘of Sympathy and
Expression of Wishes for

Speedy Restoration to
Health Sent-to Premier.

Ottawa, March 11.—“We approve of
the rest you are taking and which you
have so justly earned, and we assure
you of our determination to carry on
and to give our wholehearted support
to the Acting Prime Minister and the
government during your absence,” says
the message Wwhich the caucus of
Unionist 37 and 8
the © today i ly de-
cided to forward to Sir Robert Bor-
den. The government's supporters
weve called upon to pronounce upon
the arrangement whereby Sir Robert
remained at the head of the adminis-
tration and was enabled to seek in a
long holiday restoration of his health
and to entrust the duties and respon-
gibilities of his office to Sir George
Foster, In consénting to this arrange-
ment the Prime Minister insisted that
it should be submitted to his followers
in parliament for their ratification.
BEvents which have transpired since
the opening of the session made it a
foregone conclugion that this ratifica-
tion would be gladly given. The reso-
lution embodying the legislators’ con-
sent and their message to Sir Robert
was introduced by H. H. Stevens of
Center Vancouver, a Conservative,
and seconded by H. M. Mowatt, of
Parkdale, a Libesal Unionist. It was
carried without a dissenting volce.

The caucus was largely attended,
and judging from the sound of cheers
whic¢h issued from the reading room
of the Commons, the place of meeting,
it was a most enthusiastic one. The
members were highly gratified by the
report of the improvement in Sir
Robert Borden's health, and the an.
nouncement of his intention to return
to his place in-théFHousé of Commons
and at the head of the government
in six or eight weeks, if his progress
toward recovery continued at the same
rate as during the past two months,
That announcement ledt the caucus to
defer final decisions wupon -several
questions which had been brousht be-
fore it. For instance -the. meeting de-
cided to await the Prime Minister's
return before taking action upon his
sugegestions with respect. to future
policy. The caucus had before it the
outline of a platform which, it is said,
was prepared by the Prime Minister,
and has been approved by the cabinet
The nature of thet draft platform has
been a carefully guarded secret. On
the question of tariff policy, it is re
ported that a thorough dnvestigation
with a view to a revision of the taniff
schedules is recommended and that
appropriate action is suggested to pre-
vent undue enhancement of the prices
of necessaries of life in Canada and to
require manufacturers of agricultural
implements, enjoying tariff protection,
to sell their products at prices com-
parable with the prices of like articles
in competiting countries. There was
a general discussion of the tawiff and
of other questions of policy, but the
caucus, as has been stated, deferred
final elaboration of the proposed party
platform.

Consideration of the question wheth-
er or not Parliament should be asked
to adopt @ plan of naval defence at the
present session was left for another
caucus to be held next week, the re~
port of Viscount Jellicoe, which was
presented to Parliament yesterday
has not been printed and distributed.
The members, therefore, have not had
an opportunity to study the recom-
mendations of the admiral of the fleet
nor the four naval programmes which
he offers for consideration.

The caucus today was not attend-
ed by the group of twelve farmers’
members led by Hon. T. A, Crerar, the
majority of whom were elected as
Unionists. Nor was it attended by
Major G. W. Andrews, of “Winnipeg,
who crossed from the government
benches to the ind d colony in
the . Commons after he made ihis
speech on the address in reply to the
Speech from the Throne. Practically
all the other Western Unfonist mem-
bers, however, Were ‘present.

(Canadian Press.)

Ottawa, Ont., March 11.—8ir George
Foster handed out this aftermoon the
following statement of the Government
caucus this morning:

“A meeting of the members and
Senators supporting Umion Govern-
ment was held this momning 4n the
reading room of the House of Com-
mons. Mr. J. E Armstrong, M, P, was
called to the chair. The greetings of
the Prime Minister were extended
through the acting Prime Minister to
the meeting and his vegrets that for
veason of health he was mot able to be
present. 1

“The convalescence of the Prime
Minister was reported as gradual and
satisfactory, and -his intention ot
again resuming his place in the House
and his activities as Jeader of the
Government within six or eight weeks’

on his trip to Australia next
l Tuesday.

~

THREE

|OPENING OF LEGISLATURE

- TOOK PLACE YESTERDAY

£

Liverpool, March 11.—The Allan
line steamer Corsican which sail-
ed from Livespool March 9, for
8t. John, N, B, returned here to-
day on t of engine t “.J

l
C. N.R. DENIES

THAT THEFTS ARE
SO NUMEROQUS

They May be Bad, Superin-
tendent Says, But Not So
Bad as Represented.

PRSI,

Fredericton, March 11.—A vigor-
ous denial of a story sent out from
Moncton to the effect that even a
plano and a victrola were included in

WITH USUAL CEREMONIAL

ALLAN LINER cORsicAN . ]| Address in Reply to Speech from Throne Moved by Mr.

Magee of Westmorland in Well Prepared Speech—Mr.
Melanson of Kent Seconded Same—Hon. J. A. Murray
Moved Adjournment and Will Take the Floor This
Afternoon—Premier Foster Will Follow Him.

Special to The Standard

Frederioton, N. B, March 11—With
the wusual Sormalities, His Honor
Lieut. Governor Pugsley today set in
motdon the wheels of the fourth ses-
ston of the seventh Legislative Assem-
bly of New Brunswick.

At 3.2 o'clock the boom of a can-
non and the stradn of mantial music
heralded the approach of His Honor,
and the opening of the session. The
opening was accompanied by the con-
ventional ceremony, made up of the
guard of honor, the waving plume
and gold brald of the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and the large and delighiful ga-
thering which only once annually
crowds its way into the historic Legis-
lative A bl

the articles stolen from the Canadian
National Rafiways in the thefts om
the National Transcontinental divi-
slon was given by H. J. Page, of Tor
onto, chief of the investigation de-
partment, who is here today with a
number of other C. N. R. detectives.

“The thefts of freight have been bad
enough,” said Mr. Page, “but they are
not so bad as that story sent out from
Moncton would make it appear. The
records will show and the freight
claims will prove that there has not
been as large a proportion of freight
stolen from the C. N. R. as from other
railways in Canada. I came here at
the direct request of Superintendents
L. 8. Brown and Atkinson and other
officials of the Eastern lines to size
up situation on the eastern lines and
I am pleased with the ocowoperation
that I have received and am recetv-
ing.” More arrests of railway men
are hourly expected here,

CANADA WON'T
BAR LUXURIES

Ottawa, Ont., March 11.—"The Gov-
ernment has taken no action,” said
Hon. N. W. Rowell, President of the
Privy Council, when dhown a de-
spatch from Washington to the ef-
fect that Canada was.
Issue a decree placing drastic restric.
tions on the importation of non-essen.
tials because of the unfavorable ex-
change situation. “There is wreally
mothing to say about it,” he stated.

TORNADO KILLS
ELEVEN PEOPLE

Springfield, Mo., March 11.—Ten per-
sons are known to be dead, one is re-
ported dead, and eight Injured as the
result of a tornado which swept
through the valley of Turkey Creek,
near Branson and Hollister, in Tanay
County, today.

Seven of the dead are children of
R. and Willilam Box, brothers, living
at Melva, a small town five miles
south of Branson.

TO ENCOURAGE
COTTON GROWING

London, March 11.—Empire cotton
growing on a commercial basis almost
immediately is foreshadowed from a
meeting held yesterday in the House
of Commons which was attended by
some of the Lancashire members of
the House and other persons financi-
ally interested in the cotton trade, ac-
cording to the Manchester Guardian.

A suggestion was approved, says the
newspaper, that the Lancashire capi-
talists provide £15,000,000 sterling
for commercial development, to be in.
vested in cotton growing in some se-
lected colony or colonies, reasomable
facilities by road and mail to be pro-
vided by the colonies where oottqn is
grown.

MINIMUM WAGE
FOR WOMEN

.

Halifax, N. 8., Merch 1l1.—In the
House of Assembly this afternoon a
bill to fix a minimum wage for women
was introduced; also a bill to legalize
the appointment of women as motary
publics. The bills will be discussed
later in the session.

cussed and a spinit of enthusiasm,
unity and confidence was notably im
evidence.”

The following message, on motion
of Mr. Stevems, seconded by Mr.
Mowatt, was sent to Sir Robert as an
expression of the feeling of the
caucus:

“That this caucus has heard with
great satisfaction of your marked and
continued improvement in health,
which had so greatly suffered on ac-
count of your untiring devotion to the
onerous duties imposed upon you by
fhe war, and is deeply gratified at the
assured prospect of your early return
to Ottawa to resume your place as
leader of the Government. We ap-
prove of the rest you fire now taking
and which you have so justly earned,
and we assure you of our determina-
tion to carry on and to give our whole-
hearted support to the acting Prime
Minister and to the Government dur-
ing your absenoce.

“We earnestly hope you may retum
to Ottawa at an early date, completely
restored to health.” ,

_be jeopardized by

Five minutes after his arrival at the
building, His Honor appeared at the
em.mnoé to the Chamber his ample
proportions beautifully setting off his
uniform, attended by his private secre-
tary, They headed an imposing pro-
cession in khaki, which reached its
objective - without marring that sol-
emnity which is 80 essentially a part
of great and espeocially state occasions.

When the Governor mounted the
dais, seated himself in the high backed
chair and adjusted his plumed hat, the
scene spread out before him could not
have failed to please hiz eye. Grouped
about him were the umiformed aides,
while at their desks were the solons
of the Province forming a thin line
hemming in, as it were, a sea of color
that waved back to the walls and ap-
peared to curl over and break in the
galleries. That wave was largely
made up of women, most of them
beautifully gowned and mever lost its
interest for a minute. Fashiop writers
might criticize some of the umes
the ladies wore and their make-up, but
&s to the men, each was artistically
correct and some of them were lovely,

When the Governor had formaily
brought his eyes and mind back to the
business in hand, his private gecretary
presented to His Honor the Speech
from the Throne. In a moment the
musioal voice of the Chief Executive
was in full action. All the while the

to | assembled multitude had - tried. 4o

keep their eyes on Wim and off their
neighbotr’s dry goods; some of them
were partially successful.

They deserve all kinds of credit, for
truth to tell, there was not much dn-
teresting matter in the Speech. It
told of the history of the Prince of
Wales and His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General and how pleased we all
were to see them. It referred briefly
to the increased production of the
farms, but failed to mention any basis
to be set up for mounting high prices.
The Speech had a lot of compliment-
ary things to say about Mr. Veniot's
roads but passed over the extravag-
ant expenditures revealed in the pal
statement. It brought up many sube
jects but failed to show anything of
constructive value, or give promise of
lightening any of the burdens of the
present time. When the Governor
had finished reading, he waved his
hat and bowed. The private secre-
tary again unlimbered himself amd
taking the speech from the Throne or
a oopy of ft, with a gracefulness be-

coming ome to the “mamnor born” de
livered the jumble of words into the
care and safekeeping of the olerk.
Agein the Sergeant-at-Arms shoulder-
edhi-swamd.nndthemtrentrmn
Moscow was on,

The House having 8]
ganized, elevating J, M.Fmgt:;
clerkship as a reward for valiant and
faithful service performed as a soldier
in helping to keep the Huns out of St.
John, the constderation of the Speech
was taken up by Mr, Mageo of West-
morland as mover, and Mr, Melansen
of Kent, as seconder. M. Mages is a
fluent and interesting speaker. The
Government acted wisely in thus hon-
oring him, for by his elogquence, he was.
able to entertain without being oblig-
ed to reveal in argument the shome-
comings and thorough weakness of the
Government's suggested legislation.
One could almost see the camvassed
facers on the wall moving in a show
of disappointment at the Speech from
the Throne,

Mr. Magee was in a thankful frame
of mind. He was pleased the Govern.
ment had such men as Hon. Mr.
Tweeddale at the head of the Agri-
ou Mural Department and Hon. M.
Veniot in charge . of roads, Ha
wq.&i strong in passing bouquets to the
ministers and adept in booming West-
morland, but even he did not know
what kind of a bill the Powers Bill
was to be, but sincerely hoped it would
be a good one. The mover kept as far
away from the text as possible, and
several times went off intimating as to
who should occupy the Governor Gen-
eral’s chair, and said he hoped it would
not be a Canadian as that would be tog
democratic. He lauded the farmers
and hinted that the Liberal party will
do its utmost to absorb the policy of
the agrarians in an effont to
them into the fold. Mr, Magee show-
ed that he could Pass more comphi-
ments in a short time to the minds
ters of his panty and the farmers, than
President Wilson can write notes, and
that’s going some. Mr. Melanson, the
seconder, was also in a congratulatory
frame of mind and had a lot of nice
things to say about the membens. of
the Government. He a0 was pleased
to tell the people how well ¢the hens
weme doing under the guwidance of the
Government, and how much money
butter was bringing. If the Govern.
ment programme consists of nothing
more than the Speech would appear
to suggest, then most certainly the ses-
sion will not be a long ome, and will
not be remembered for its legisiation
labors or for its productivity in ime
portant measures.

Hon. J. A. Murray moved the ad-
journment,

Official Report

The fourth session of the Seventh
Legislative Assembly of New Bruns
wick was formally opened at three
thirty o'clock this afternoon by His
Honor Lieutenant Govemor Pugsley
with the usual ceremonies. At three
fifteen o’clock Hon. Mr. Speaker took
the chailr and announced the appoint-
ment by order in council of John Mur-
ray Keefe to the position of clerk, va-

(Continued on Page Two)

ADMIRAL SIMS CONTINUES
HIS STORY REGARDING LACK
'OF ADEQUATE PREPARATION

Declares That Ships Were Not Kept in ‘Battle Order, and

, Much Time Was Therefore Lost Before Help Could be

Sent to the British Fleet—Charges That Navy Depart-
ment Took No Notice of the Requests He Made .

Washington, March 11—Charges
that the Atlamtic fleet wae not kept in
readiness for battle during the war
were added by Rear Admiral Sims, to
his arraignment of navy department
policy in testimomy today before. the
Senate invesiigating committee.

He told the committee that frequent
pleas for American warships were dis-
regarded and months were lost in dis-
patching a squadron of battleships to
join the British Grand Fleet. When
the squadron finally was ordered
abroad, he said, it was composed of
four ships of different types, evidence
that cther ships ©0 form a homeogene-
ous unit. were "not ready for sea ser-
vice.” He read also a message from
the Navy Department showing that
after the four were selected it was
necessary to dock them before they
could proceed, a delay of another two
to three weeks.

Tribute to the officers and men of
the battleships was paid by the Admir.
al, who said the work of fitting into
the British fleet was accomplished dn
four days, one of the finest exhibi-
tions he had ever seen. Service with
the British, he pointed out, necessit
ated the abandonment of all the Am-
erican codes and signals and adoption
of the British system.

"Requests for American forces to
supplement the Allied Naval patrol
Admiral Sims asserted, were refused
at finst by the Navy Department on
the ground that the ““‘future pdsition
of the United States must in no way
disintegration of

our main fighting fleet.”

The Admiral declared he was whodly
unable to conceive of any war policy,
especially in a world war, based on
the requirements of possible future
wars,

Admiral Sims changed that it was
three months after the United States
entered the war before he received a
stateruent of the navy department’s
policy; that for seven months the de
partment failed to even answer his
cables with regard to sending battle.
ships and then dended {he nequest, but
a month later reversed its position
and ordered the sixth battleship
squadron abroad, that he finst urged
the despatch of all available tugs to
the war zome on April 23, 1917, but
mo tugs arrived until a year later al
though fortythree were available to
the Navy Department, the day wax
was declared in addition to maay
owned by private comcerns; that al
though he asked on June 28 1917,
that American submarines be sent to
the war zome to help combat U-boata
it was four months before his request
was complled with and then but five
submarines were sent, five more ar
rived four months later.

Admiral Sims requested that the
committee call Herbert Hoover to sub
stantiate his statements that the war
was in danger of being lost by the Al-
lies because of the Gerean submarine
campat The ee agreed to
ask Mr. Hoover to appear Saturday to
tell of food conditions in the Alllea
coutries in the Summer of 1917.




