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THE COMMISSION PLEBISCITE,

By the vote taken at

the plebiscite yesterday &

majority of the voters decided in favor of “the
commisgion plan of city government *  What that plan
knows, the executive of the

neans in St. John no oue
the responsibility

Citizens’ Committee having avoided
they assumed at the opening of their campaign and
gailed to follow the practice common in other cities and
provide a charter The act, amended at their request
the Legislature, throws no light on the

snd passed by .
gubject, The question, therefore, of most interest 1o

gvery citizen who considers the situation is “What have

We got?”
First and foremost we have a change. 1t was not
@isputed by the newspapers, which opposed the methods

Sl . not be ignored and which Canadians have no deaire ¢
8 a‘fam Lét ug see Low these Are affected by the Re

e Slan s gt

= It breaks the: solidarity of trade polioy which has

happily characterised the Empire for tho last forty

¥ d by Ihe dard Limited, 82 Prince WIMAR | oars 1t 15 true that Great Britaln and the selfgovern:

Street, St. John, Canada. ing portions of the ire huve each
in fiscal matters and no one thinks of questioning that

the companion idea, that in the exercise of that right,

long exercised right, But along with that has grown

every part of the Empirée should avoid discrimination,

the one against the other, in favor of forcign countries,| Now york, W 18.—Not since the
and should as far as possible favor trade between one istock market wha thrown lato eon-
ters

another ss compared with outside countties. To that fullon by the decisions of the inf
state commissi against the rail

tions guards the trade interests of all parts of the Em- February last, has there been such &
pire, and reserves to each colony the right of adhering | wide movement In stocks as occurred
to the treaty if it desires its advantuges.

So well established ig this policy, and so beneficial

%
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 Bporting Watches, Timers, Nurses’ Watches

'FERGUSON & PAGE

o 3 er na-
end Great Britiin in concluding treatles with other 8 0 the e in | de
-demand are expected to fin-
ine the next definite ten-
today. Bcg traders took advantage|dency of prices. The
of & variety of circumstances to in gwr‘f be lnnmu::‘ ‘nm-l'\n:h degree
e m! o WS D

is It to Empire interests, that it would be considered SRaNTALe LS et e e e i
revolutionary and disruptive if Great Britain were t0|jethargy of recent weeks. 'The bears|provemen

Loo;_,

@, : With a large and complete stock of
Binder Irons and New Machiner,

of ijmmedate im-

secure by treaty trade privileges for herself which were |were assisted by liguidation of long
denied to any of her possessions. In like manner Ccus- 1

stocks and prices melted rapidly. Eon “::'om scares of various kinas
V' 8 h e -
tom has established the rule that no one of the Overseas :‘."":::d:;‘“'g the ;g{}‘:"&.ﬁzl‘ n approaching. Meantime gel-

degrees, although this has

to a foreign couatry, which it would deny to a member
of the Empire, or should seek from any forelgn country
an entrance to markets denled to other members of
the Empire, Up to the present time this family solid-
arity has been practically unbroken, and it needs but &
thought to show how powerfully it works for the union,
the maintenance, and the advancement of the Empire,

In the earliest Imperial Conference the question of
trade treaty making was discussed, and the representa-
tives then present pointed out the danger to the Em-
pire of permitting individual colonles to conclude in-
dependent trade treatics, irrespective of the interests
of the whole. ‘When Newfoundiand in 1903 was nego-
tiating the Blaine-Bond agreements, Canada entered an
effective protest against the proposed treaty on the
ground that what Newfoundland might consider good for
her would be prejudicial to the special interests of ano-
ther member of the Empire, and to the general interests

Ppursued during the campaign, that a change was de-|of the Empire as a whole. The protest was effective and
sirable, and it is doubtful if one of the electors Who|the agreements were not ratified.
voted in the minority
able to civic reform.
uncertainty how the change
of interes
undesirable,
Secondly, the
fnstead of eighteen

would affect the complexity |tyance for her products which are denied to every other

Five commissioners, or council- [are met with prohibitive duties. The four ster na-

according to locality, and all terms are used, are the |gre here discriminated between; oné is allowed in, three
principle of .commission government, beyond {are barred out. There is a cleavage of interest.
and peculiarities in Under this pact Canada secures an entrance for cer-
have adopted |tain meat, fish, and manufactured products ‘into the
United States, either free or at lowered rates, from which
So indefinite is the act under which the Citizens'|jjke products of the Mother Country are barred by high-
Commitiee secured a plebiscite that it is not even Pro-ler and often prohibitive tariff rates, Mother nation and
yvided that the government shall be vested in five com-|daughter nation, which before marched side by side into
missidners. As defined by title the act provides “for jthe United States market with equal stép, aré now disjoin-
the taking of a plebiscite on the commission plan of {ed ~-eno is taken, the other 1eft. There is again a cleay-
city government in the city of St. John, There is|age of interest. Over the wide world. wheréver British
gio preamble and no explanation as to what the plan|goods go, there can (anadian goods go on equal terms;
nable critic will dispute the number (here by our own act we bring it about that Canadian
of the commissioners, Five was the number universally goods are taken on favored terms and British goods
understood, but beyond that, owing to the failure to pro-|diseriminated against.
vide a “plan” or charter the citizens are still absolutely British expenditure of blood and treasure, continued
§n the dark. for centuries, has secured for Canada free entrance in
Such de initiative, referendum and re |the British markets and equal entrance with Britain in
ket, and yet we now solicit from the

ene basic
that there are as wmany divergencies
the charters as there are cities which
the system.

fmeans. No reas

ls as the

applied to any sysiem Unless a wonder- |every world n

call could be \

s over the electorate, after the excite:|ynited States and pay. therefor and accept without a
the present campaign|plysh a favored entrance, denied to the Mother i‘oul\lry.l
sary one, and it is dangerous as
be include rter, will rarely, if ever, beiwell, Within the Empire itself we had ready and
called in requisition. But there are other and """“!unlimitu.j market for all our products. In trade mat-
rs connected with the government of ”“"Enr." other members of the Empire and ourselves had
been frequently referred to during ‘]““‘«-nmm\mny of interest. . We gave and received prefer-
careful adjustment |ences ‘one with the other as against the world.
is no need to anticipate In this pact wé step aside from the family group,

abolish or reduce their preferences, in our own market,

change ¢«
mer
have diec

and energy instilled into
¥ these provisions, which presumably Will{The step is an unnece!

the new «

vital matt

city which e
campaign and which will requi

time comes There

at this early date.
Election cries such as “business methods,” “city g0¥-|and procure for ourselves trade favors from which they

ernment on business principles,” conducting the affairsisre debarred. We have entered upon a selfish and un-

of the cit the affairs of a large business corpora-ifljal course which, if followed to its logical conclusion,
fion.” hav ved their turn and may now be disnnssmlé“m turn the union of nations within the Empire into a
to do duty elsewhere They will find no place in 8congeries of competing sections, each striving for special

.cutive of the Citizens'|ana selfish advantages over the other.

It devoly on the

, early date, to appol a charter com

» responsibility {1¢ §s passing strange that a body of responsible states-
oulders of the |men in a British country at this period above all others
cil devolves on them. he third “""”m the evolution of the Empire should introduce so retro-
¢ the act makes that point clear: “If the|grade u policy. It would be still more strange if any
of the electors voting at said plebiscite vote|pritish electorate could be found to support, it now that
plan, it shall be the duty of the charter | is introduced. Anyway we are confident that the

results.

ble of produc

> on the =

which it was sought to pls

of the

next session in accordance there-|iytegration into the affairs of the Empire,
|

b —————————

them 1s no lisht ome.  The|
reform have condoned a blunder | THE FRENCH NAVY,
utive of the Citizens' Committee will
might, with organized opposition, have France has found a mew place and a hew line of

se, who retired from the for

The task before

ir desire f

wreck their plans, The advocates “" commission |y ork for Theophile Delc
have a fair field for their endeavors, Their work of

eign ministry a few years ago on the insistemt invitation
of the Emperor William He has come back as the head
of the navy, after having himself headed an investigating
committee which made it clear that the mnavy needed
reform.
tomed to view civic affairs solely through the columns .
g " S The naval arm, in fact, has been the one serious
of the press and with their knowledge of commission s A 5
st PSR xawl iokd prepured by failure of the republic. Ten years ago the French navy
gleane o i e glowing e es ared v
K i ‘: %y {‘ % ka‘ ‘” < “)" uiiu Fadabls \x;Lx’i od “' neld second place, after that of England, Since then
« N missiol B, 1€ ere eeab surpris N Ve
e = ol ¥ e jit has been passed by the American navy and by the
o German navy, and it is in dauger of belag overtaken by
that of Japan. The French navy, after having been
known for years as a “fleet of samples” —of un<coorainated
§ . : experiments—went in a few years ago for homogeneous
8 case against such drastic reforms us were proposed e . . o "
s classes of modern ships. But these were immensely
@nd also on such slight information. :
. 8 slow in building, and some of them have never been
As reformers liable to make mistakes, and mistakes ropetly equl Accldents and cabialties have bee
# erly e ped. s cas 8 e been
were made, they were over sensitive. Had The Stand- o i p‘ &

Ny numerous. Contracts have reeked with corruption.
ard impugned their motives they might have had some
cause for complaint. It was never suggested, much less
openly asserted in these columns, that the Citizens’
Committee and their friends were “a gang of conspirat-
ors,” or “a cligue” or that the men who favored com-
misston had some personal end to serve. It was left to
“the organs’ which attached themselves to the commis-
gion movement, for purposes which are well understood,
to indulge in this style of gutter journalism. - While

reform has but just begun.

One feature in the campaign just closed is worthy
of passing notice. The friends of the movement when

they started were enthusiasts and little more Accus-

any ne

anee, tha

evei detected s signs 3
papers should ime & eritical attitude to their cam-
paign. They failed to realize that there were two

sides to this question, that it was reasonable to present

overcome,
He proposes a New mnavy. Within the next temn
years he would spend

cannot congratulate them on their press,

e

RECIPROCITY AND EMPIRE RELATIONS. serious foreign crisis. It will be a profit to France if LAIDLAW & €O,
— the same qualities are allowed play for the handling e
ol ey T e |  CANADIAN NEWS NOTES.

It is quite evident that the full scope and effect of|a domestic one.
the Taft-Fielding agreement has as yet scarcely begun
to be appreciated. = Public attention has been directed (Hamilton Spectator)

80 far chiefly to the Canadian-United States aspect. Free A
‘s - We are to have two extea holidays this summer— by 508
Trade in natural products and reduced rates on certain the King's birthday and Coronation Day—both in the Nnntn‘ﬂ." April Il.—'l‘l_'h!remwu n
June month. What with the eight hour work day and persisten port from Toronto today
thouhnl-mntyhne,l-bynnmm-thonlyml-uum e o Bags oft, i 16 e ano.a“nn:“m:-;
a g

 manufactured products as between these two countries,

phe. Whilst this naturally claims our first attention it
should not preclude the discussion of other and most iridescent dream for the toilery

the day the market was active, the
. i day’s business being one of the heay-
yesterday could be found unfavor- The Taft-Fielding pact introduces the first important | jest of the year. A number of stocks
It was the indefiniteness, the|jarring note. Under it Canada secures & favored en-|including Missouri Pacific, Lehigh
Valley, New York Central, Pennsyl-

o > i
S hich exist in the city, that was found|member of the family, Certain Canadian agricultural TS Moy “““‘{:op;"‘r‘":'d
and animal products are to enter the United States free; | American Smelting touched the low-
¢ity is to be governed by five meniNew Zealand, South African and Australian like products | est prices of the year.
. ’ N liguidation owing to the closing out
Jors or superintendents, or whatever they may be termed, |tions which march side by side into every other market c? we:k l:ull l‘cc'oul‘x’t& mu:f :elll:l by
pools which have been active recent-

been disposed to view the situation

Nor will it in the end be to our material advantage. .

of the citizens of St. John who are at present | Canadian electorate is not built that way, and in good b
the elective commission plan of civic 8OV-|time will countermand this order to reverse the history| New York, April 18.~The further
id eity to submit a bill to the )‘ru\im-ml-i“‘- the last forty years and import confusion and dis- postponement of the corporation de-

Discipline has relaxed to the point of demor.nlizalion.
These are the conditions which Delcasse must face and

0,000,000 on ships and $20,000,-| status of the country's large industrial
000 on navy yards. France can find the mere money as enterprises and the unsettled politi-
easily as any other country in Europe—more easily than cal” prospect.
most. But to spend it honestly and advantageously, to

& brace up the demoralized discipline of construction yard
d lates it ] S
Mhe Standard congratulates its friends the enemy on employes and of ships' crews and to bring the various

i i ¥
the energy and organization which gave them victory, it} . of the fleet to a high order of efficiency—all this
is another and a harder task. It may be that Delcasse
is the man for it. He showed force and decision in a|prices.

Dominions should give trade privileges or customs rates| g Paul, Missouri Pacific, lm Val-| varying
ley, Northern Pacific, N and
Western, American Smel “= operations for the

Amalgamated Copper,

(1

not yet taken the sh ot vigorous

to 8 points. Some of t

part of the losses were made up.

were heavier losers. National Bis-
cuit lost 6 12 and Minneapolis, St. .
Paul and Saint Ste. Marle 4. In the
last half hour prices rallied some-
what on covering, but only & small

and printed to any pattern.

See our Peerless T.oose Leaf Ledgers. They are the best
at the prices.

BARNES & CO. LIMITED

84 Prince Willlam Street.

e Leaf ‘Blnderc‘ ’

we are.now ready to make any st
or size, Loose Leaf Sheets r

The selling movement began in the

first hour and was directed chiefly
against Missouri Pacific, Interbor
ough and the Fertilizer shares. The
success which attended the move-
ment agalnst these stocks caused the
bears to widen the scope of their op-
erations and during the second hour
of trading the whole list fell off
sharply. -The number of shares dealt
in during this hour was as large as
the total for the entire session of yes-
terday and during the remainder of

The decline introduced considerable

ly in manipulation of certain i dustri-
als. The chief factor in today's mar-
ket appeared to be the Mexican situ-

Sauerkraut,

SPRING LAMB
BEET GREENS

" Our Meat Market

CONTAINS

CHOICE WESTERN BEEF
TURKEYS, DUCKS, GEESE, FANCY FED VEAL

SPINACH and ASPARAGUS.
F. E. WILLIAMS CO, LTD.

Smoked Beef,

Pigs’ Feet,
Cooked Lambs’ Tongue
Mince Meat

JOHN HOPKINS

18 Union Street

SINCLAIR’S,

HAVE US DO YOUR SHOE REPAIRING '

Call Up 1145-11

And We Will Call for Work and

Return When Done.

LOW PRICES GOOD STOCK GOO0D WORK

65 Brussels St.

ation. Until today the street had not

serlously, but the tencr of the latest
news enabled bear traders to obtain
effective support from this source for
the first time. The day's news from
Washington was accepted as an Indi-
cation that a more acute phase in
our relations with the southern repub-
lic was at hand. Mexican issues were
not materially affected, howevar, In-
terborough was sold chiefly on ac-
count of the latest turn in the local
traction situation, indicating that the
company may not obtain the contes-
sion. for comstructing the new sub-
ways. Missouri Pacific was adversely
influenced by persistent rumors of fric-
tion within the company. There was
further heavy selling of the fertilizer
stocks, which suffered from repeti-
tion of reports that dividends bni
one or more of these stocks might
be reduced.
London which has been dolng lttle
in the market recently, was reported
today to have bought moderately, Un«
ion Pacific, Northern Pacific and Unit-
ed States Steel being most dealt in.
Mexican issues were affected severely
in London by the insurrection. Ameri-
cans, which advanced early in the
session there, fell off after the open-
ing of the New York market. An un-
usually favorable weekly statement
was made by the bank of Germany.
It showed an increase of $8,654,000
in cash and a decrease in loans and
discounts <f more than $35,000,000.
The bond market was irregular, with
lower tendency. Total sales, par
lue, $3,043,000. United States bonds
anged on call,

CLOSING STOCK LETTER.

By direct private wires to J. C.
Mackintosh & Co.

cigions and the colorless general fin-
ancial prospect which confronted the
Wall St. community this morning a
peared to have exhausted its last
stock of patience and although there
was a dearth of specific unfavorable
news, there was actlve selling of
stocks from the outset which acquired
cumulative force as the day advanced.
The weakness could be attributed ap-
parently to something more than or-
dinary pressure, for room profession-
als seemed quick to take the moderate
profits presented during the morning
and were inclined to cover on the
early weak spots, In spite of this
however, there was & steady offering
of the standard shares throughout
with little support from any quarter
and as commission houses did not. fig-
ure largely on the selling side, many
close observers deduced that someo
large holders of stocks were begin-
ning to distribute in the idea that
nothing was likely to happen in the
immediate future that would stimu-
late a wider demand for stocks. This

ini seems irel, lausible in
view of the long and exasperating
stagnation which has characterized
the market for many weeks past and
the absence of any specific stimulat.
ing news bearing upon the crop pros-
pect inspiring, general business has
shown a tendency to halt in the face
of the delay in  settling the legal

Mackintosh & Co.

important considerations. Chief among these is the *' where we stand in regard to making
eftect of this pact on Canada's trade relations with the (London Free Press.) the Iniand Nav. Co. @ part pf the
Empire. i Bkwnmdwlu:obmolwm?"l":' thak
Mi'nwprta(mnﬂthh'lﬂpimnoummuuldmumul-nhbvd&w

* and proposes to remain so. Politically, financially and ftical family at home alone. And not much wonder.|terms.”

5 there ‘are llens, obligations, inter-relations | With all his expertness as a leader, he has been unable R. O.
_mw‘wummmmmawmmmrl-mmubmumm.m
mmtuu,mmm»mmmn;m. Kotay
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Maple Sugar.

This season’s make
At Chas. A. Clarke’s

Umbrellas Are
Re-Covered

Over $2,000,000 in Profits

MAS BEEN ALLOTTED IN 1910 TO POLICYHOLDERS BY THE

CANADA LIFE

The Increace In SURP 200,000,
Sain In the 'o'omuuny'n tll‘:ﬂ': ol e 9 sepe

The & nore: i oach dence
Cunada “ P.llci.:’a' wrﬂ - ::n to hmpn!&.' A S -

J. M. QUEEN, Manager for New Brunswick, St. John, N. B.

At Duval’s Umbrella Shop,

17 Waterloo St.

Lump Rock Salt

For Horses and Cattle

GANDY & ALLISON
16 North Wharf

ROBT. MAXWELL

Mason and Euilder, Valuator
Apprai

157 St. James Street
 MONTREAL

McCUAIG BROS. & CO,

(Members Montreal Stock Exchange.)

A general stock exchange business transacted. Investment securi-
ties a specialty, Reports on any Canadian or American securities
furnished on application.
Our Weekly Circular of Thursday, April 13th, gives an analysis of
the position of CANADA CEMENT CO., Limited.

COPY MAILED ON REQUEST.

46 Figin Street
OTTAWA, Ont.
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s - Merchants:
WE CAN SUM:‘YOUI WANTS

{Ladies’ Neckwear,
Frillings, etc.

Orders Received One Day

Progress

General Jobbing Promptly and Neatly
done.

Office 16 Sydney Strest
Res. 385 Unlon 8

Underwood
Standard

Typewriter et

In the Lead A.J. SOLLOWS & CO.

Mfg. Neckwear. eto.
71 Germalin $t.

- G SMITH 8 CO.

WHOLESALE

Hay, Oats
Millfeeds

Choice White Middlings and
Manitoba Oats now on hand

Telephones West 7-11and West 3,

(EST ST, JOWN N B.

“The Machine You Wiil Eventually
Buy.”

Get our prices on rebuiit and sec-

THE NEW BRUNSWICK

UNITED TYPEWRITER CO. L.

80 Prince William Street.

Keeps the .

ond-hand machines.

$t. John, N. B.

We Have Not Pushed Our
Advertising Lately

'.:u“ le.ty c:. I e
capacity. " *
place in a few ..ﬂ.i.m
room for some - pal  otue
dents.

There is nothing fundamentally
wrong with either financial or general
business conditions but the large in-
terests may find it & profitable ven-
ture to reduce their lines on stocks
with a reasonable prospect of recov-
ering them at somewhat lower

First come, first gerved.
Catalogue to any address.
By direct private wires to J. C.

8. Kerr,
Prinalpat.
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