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THE INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL.

It is & fact worth noting that in the daily contribu-
tion which the Times is providing in its advocacy of
government by commission there is little or no argument
from which an in ent reader can deduce reasons why

» government should be adopt.

It the initiative, the referendum and the recall will
{accomplish all that is claimed for them, they ecould
easily be incorporated into the present system with
other improvements which suggest themselves, such as
a smaller council, more frequent meetings, and more
systematic methods, It is not necessary in order to

o{secure the benefits of these provisions to force upon u'illl Said and Written About
the people the attendant gers and imper of the com M“
commission plan. » .

THE STRUGGLE IN AUSTRALIA.

The Fedeml Parliament in Australla and the States
are about to enter upon & keen and momentous strug-
gle. It is officially a struggle concerning the amend-
ments proposed to be made in the Constitution. The
objects are:—

To give the federation unfettered powers to legis-
late with regard to all trade and commerce, internal
and external, all industries, companies, corporations and
trusts, and all kinds of employment.

To enable the federation to pass laws nationalizing
anything which Parliament, by resolution, deéms a mono-
poly.

Put briefly, all this means better wages and indus-
trial conditions. Actually the issues go deeper, and in-
volve what has been quite truthfully described as a
struggle to'the death between Centralization (the Com-
monwealth) and Home Rule (the States) as the prin-
ciple of government. Some politicians go further, and
say that the referenda which are to be taken will de-
termine whether the Commonwealth is to cease to be
a Federal Union at all and to become a unification like
South Africa, or whether the State Parliaments, with
all their home rule powers and petty sovereignty, are ta
be swept aside.

If tho conmstitution be expanded in the directions
indicated, and the Australian people say that they de-
sire the supreme industrial legislator to be the Common-
wealth, then the State Parliaments will become prac-
tically only provincial councils, and the advent of unifi-
cation will be acclaimed. T1f the people say that Home
Rule for the States is essentlal for the country’s econ-
Pmic development, and that only in a limited number

m“s e e ‘, S i buse for The |Of Purely national matters such as defence, customs and
10 Pl ; = N(_lu“? ‘,‘r ﬂfl\l .,‘ Sr ed foreign policy shall the Federation be supreme, then the
&LL:“'“: o 1" ) "‘TT!:’ ;3 !‘:”:“} :\: :‘l;n ::0 P‘::m Commonwealth's course of steady _expansion wfll be
1l enem of civie reforr as E: S
kaite th ¢ prodegy of all the ¢ virtues ere ftg |checked. . : :
foster parents can provide for it. And why? . Because The Labor party ln. the !~<’dx-v‘a(xnn stands behind
L‘“,* ! 5 4 AT ¥ the Tigies to the constitutional alterations with the not too unanimous
el . ARk mocep ed m"' ‘m\ 'mn o t{;l’- l:“: t support of its State colleagues. On the other side
jmce.v:unu “‘\,A;L:_\k e ‘;"‘ ol “.“.”‘;‘ l_::‘.,t:\,ln“ll(llh,du-;)": stand two-thirds of the State CGovernments, fourfifths
‘er! t::;:;:;::d ‘“.,H to ‘::‘ ;:l‘;i::.g.,!)‘,,!:d‘,mhmm',“dp‘ of the six State Parliaments, and the majority of the
and, while withholding a final judgment, to present for mEWEpApers,
the consideration of the people facts and arguments on S R SR e

to show the weaknesses and faults
in° this new and thus enable them to weigh
carefully both sides of the quéstion That the action
of The Standard has been appreciated may be gathered
'ation which appears in another column.

the negative side

system

from a comm

But the content There are no two|ing part of the figures reveals the fact that the popula- ments on the same plan.
sides to this guestion in the opinifon of the Times It {tion of the United States in 1790 was just about equal to| Figures, authenticated facts, not gen-
is commission rule for St. John or ruin and degradation [that of Canada in 1890. Also, the United States popu- eralities ara what are wanted, and they
for the ¢ dire and complete There i no middln‘l;niuu‘ul' I‘NUU nm% 1810 respectively coincide with the :I’::\’“L‘}"i“‘oll {)a;n::?‘s 111:41“-1 ’:“:“:’P:“;;: h
course, of reform, better men in the Council, [Canadian figures for 1900 and 1910. who are promoting commission, The
wore hods, none of these things can The various American census figures are as fol-|perusal of books on the end of boss
i ) commission government, And {lows rule gives no con_lp:nis&(m between
the Times hugs tc bosom ‘‘The Dethronement of the {1790 ... ... ... 1860 ou o0e oo 31,443,000 5“\,-‘0““ and other cities.
City Bos quotes copious extracts from its Viulﬁ"ll»‘"“ RIS e S 1870 v oee oo 38,658,000 sﬁl}:‘,‘?{l’.R AFTER INFORMATION,
meecurm 1o prove what dethronement of the bossil810 ... ..s ..s | 1880 . ,1566,000 St. John, Janm, 25, 1911,
has done for Des Moines! This i1s all verv interesting, {1820 ... «v4s .a. ] 1890 .. ... oo 62,622,000 e e e s
but it does not enlighten us as to why we should have com- 1830 ... ... ... | 1900 76,603,000
i gt il o sz i CAIM TRAGEDIES

Here and tl mi amount of verbage and J1850 ... ... ... 23,191,000
little argwment, v 14 cted commendatory refer Ilu\n\.x rapid the population increase of Canada
euces by th tain features of governmentiis, it is not likely, s the Ottawa Journal, that this IN Nuvn sBuTIA
[ commlssic and ha dealt with them from the couniry will galn new citizens very much faster this cen-
wegative side in previou ticles It has been shown [tury than the United States has gained in her century

r fects In Galveston weland a quarter of history Therefore these figures are

ntrol the

idence In De \Moines

dvqpihﬁi
ument migmi

foriu of g

ituation pult(iCﬂ“}.‘;u_x intelligent an indication of

A GLIMPSE AHEAD,

A United States census bulletin recently issued con-
tained the result of all United States census figures for
one hundred and twenty years. An especially interest-

Canada’'s future growth
And so Canadians who
and who linger here to

be obtained anywhere.
twenty vears of

a8 may

are now age

the of the eity{the Psslmist's further limit, will s€e a population of
s cke i political deals among |[Canada of about 40000,000,
the commissioner An instance has been gquoted showing Looking ahead with the eye of faith it should not
dic C il has been perpetuated by the autocratic [be long before Canada will be as wealthy, as populous,
poWe E w ruler as successful as the American Republie of today,
I th a n of wn article in -
Hamyp igaziue, 1 some extended reference ves-
rda L iitiative, referendum and recall, which|
old are special fedtures in the Des Moines | C t C t
plan and ‘cor @ the strength of My l«)«rr,\hill\:‘l urren ommen
heor M it should be explained, is a|
who has devoted much attention to| (Hamilton Spectator.)
ling a remedy for the g sm and puh!imli As usual, Hon. Mr. Pugsley is the mark for the
vhich are so pre a certain class {eritics of the Opposition, on this oeccasion the cost of

5 i |
United States, and is virtually the author|

of the Moines . plan

It sworthy in passing that this plan is de-
scribed Mr, Berryhill’s theory” which suggests at
once the gunestion: Are we in St. John to revolutionize
our form of government to demonstrate the advantages
of this man's theory—a system not yet three years old—

10 take a leap in the dark because in other places, where
» admittedly entirely different to our own,
ir = claimed, has so far met with

I'his, we submit, is a fair question without
prejudice or big and, when we add the weight of evi-
dence which is daily accumulating that there are many
objectionable features in this plan, it becdines a vital
question which the people of St. John will do well to
ponder over.

The initiative, referendum and the right of recall we
are told constitute the strength of the Des Moincs plan,
and are a safeguard in the hands of the people, Taking the
negative side, let us first consider what the commission
plan does. It reduces the representation of the people
to five men in whose hands are placed a mighty power
over the city. They appoint, suspend, or dismiss, all
officials and employes of the city; they rule over evpry-
thing the city possesses, or in future may possess; they
are to control the order, morals, and progress of the
city. Evervthing will depend on them. It is an enor-
mous power that will rest in their hands.

Against this power of an oligarchy, as a protection
to the people, are set up the initiative, the referendum,
and the right of recall. They are undoubtedly good
provisions, but they will in no sense counter-balance the
powers grauted to the commission. In a community
such as St. John the initiative, referendum and recall
would be but a lame defense against the misconduct or
fnefficiency of autocratic commissioners with friends and
connections scattered all over the city, and with every
clvie employe dependent upon their goodwill, Even
it a petition signed by only ten per cent. of the vofers
is all that is necessary, who will undertake the work,
und pay the expenses of securing such a petition?

One of the strongest arguments in support of tais
view presents itself in the sitwation today. If we are
to belleve the advocates of this new plan the system of

conditions

the expe it is

success?

less than an earthquake, a revolution, will suffice to set
us on our feet. FHas the public spirit of ten per cent.
of m dﬂu;u led to this discovery? Has there been
_ movement to abolish the Commen Council
machine? There was dissatisfaction, we
it went no further. A small body of enthu-

| Advertising Committee of the Board of Trade

under discus-
It seems that sinee the Laurier government came
into power there have been some thirty-three of these
buildings constructed, at a total cost 28 per cent. high-
er than the estimates. Mr. Pugsley doesn’'t seem to
think that
trouble over, and, come to think, perhaps he is justified
in his belief. Twenty-eight per cent. is really a small

drill hall construction being the subject
sion.

in the habit of figuring.

(Vancouver World.)

other pupils. Previously,
entirely harmless and, accordingly,
contagion shall be eliminated.
in this matter.

P —

(Montreal Herald.)

leaving English workhouses to collect their pensions, hav-

ing a glorious week-end drunk, and then slipping back.
It 1s very naughty of the old fellows, but they are un-
doubtedly having the time of their lives, while it lasts.

(Atchison Globe.)

young no one pays any attention to them.

If you deserve to attract attention you'll get it.

(Bangor News.)

delivered by seroplane to its subseribers.

door mats.

(London Free Press.)

ment record.

lieve in*‘Swallowing” Every-

To the Editor of The Standard,
Sir,—It is pleasing to note that The
Standard shows independence enough
not to “swallow” everything sald and
written about government by commis-
sion without imvestigation. There is
no argument, or even common ocourt-
esy, in saying “The Standard is de-
liberately trying to prejudice the peo-
ple of St. John against the commis-
sion plan by quoting from its ene-
mies.” If all debates in parliament
were on the same lines the masses of
the people would be very much in the
dark as to the doings of pnrllmentl

Commission wants to be r

| Hegal's Philosophy of History, and

- S m—
“P've been trying to find out why
friend the New Reporter of the
es gets so excited every time he
thinks or hears of Carl Marx,” re
marked Uncle Hiram as he fell down
the steps of the Carnegie library,
“Have you succeeded,” I asked.
“I have that, I've been reading

Mt Jewe Vs
£ 41 King Street. ‘

Das Kapital by his disciple Marx;
and I've come to the conclusion that
what troubles the New Reporter is
the doctrine of economical determin.
ism, Marx says that doctrine is the
key to history. And the New Report-
er knows that his angel and protec-
tor Pugsley is up against that doc-
trine pretty hard, and he knows Pugs-
ley is going to swat his editor be-
cause he can’t puncture that doctrine.
Marx did not discover the doctrine,
Every man in the street

'Extraordinary Phonograph Bargains
3&?&&& N it honT e ST agie e e

raph
and as we need the room at once, are offering Ium ne .n'dvl’r m

heard of in this clase of

MARITIME PHONOGRAPH €O.

GEORGE J. BARRETT, Prop.

it and applies it when he expre’:‘m

out as well as government policies.
What is wanted is light and facts so
that people - can -weigh matters and
vote intelligently. The eclectors a8 a
whole, and more especially many of
the business men, have not the time
or opportunlty to study the wo £}
of the ecc in Des Moi

The writer spoke to several of our
business men on the above subject
and was a little surprised to find they
were unaquainted with the rate of
taxation of that- city, how the taxes
were levied, or even the number of
population, or the exsent of the manu.
facturing business carried on, the ciy-
fc debt, the amount of money expend-
ed on streets, schools, water, and
other eivic requirements, as compared
with St. John. No reasonable person
can find fault that many of the busi-
ness people are mot conversant with
the conditions of other cities.

On the other hand the journals who
find so much fault with those who do
not agree with them and clalm that
the commission is going to cure all
civic evils, ought to enter upon a cam-
paign of enlightenment instead of
(abusing the paper that gives the peo-
Iple a glimpse of the weaknesses of
commission rule. Let the Telegraph
and Tfmes take up the different de-
partments of our own civic govern-
ment, say first, for Instance the Board
of Works, and show how much mon-
ey was spent on the different require-
ments of that board outside of sal-
aries, and show how many men are
employed and their individual sal-
aries, the number of hours they work
per day. Then point out how much
could be saved under commission as
compared with the present method,
either by reducing the staff or other-
wise. Deal with all the other depart-

can get it.

the tha{ a gov a
country like Canada, where there are
no foreign questions to influence

Greater Speed

Greater Accuracy

opinion, can not be defeated so long
as the country is prosperous.”

“Isn’t the country prosperous now?”
I asked.

“'Pis not. It's merely progressive,
and as everybody knows the more
progréas - the greater poverty you
have, The trouble is the Laurier-
Pugsley crew have not had sense
enough to put a stop to the genial
activities of the combines and prices
have recently advanced much faster
than wages. At the next election the
people will say to themselves, “We
are worse off than we were 6 or a
dozen years ago. They'll say we'll
have to kick out the government that
has been in power so long and in-
creased taxes so much.”

“That's what Marx means by econ-
omic determination, or the material-
istic conception of history. And that
is why the name Marx, or any refer-
ence to his fellows, 8o excites the

STANDARD
L =" "]

UNDERWOOD

TYPEWRITER

THI MACHINE YOU WILL EVENTUALLY BUY,
The New Brunewick,

United Typewriter Co., Limited,

ST. JOHN, N. B.

New Reporter of the Times,

)

SEATS SOLD
FOR 10 GAMES
AT MONTREAL

Montreal, Jan. 25.~A peculiar situ-
ation confronts lovers of hockey in
Montreal. Ten games remain to be
played in the league series, and every

Commercial and Pocket

Diaries For 1911

Gem Calendar Pads

BARNES & CO., LTD.

84 Prince William Sireet.

reserved seat has been sold for the
entire ten, so that the man who wants
to see a game once in a while will
ave to take his chances with the mob
in the rush seats in the north end of
the rink, or buy standing room, if he

This peculiar situation was brought
about when in response to the demand
for seats for next Saturday night's
game between Ottawa and Wanderers
the management opened a sale for
subscribers, each subscriber agreeing
to take the seats he wanted, and he
could not have more than four, for the
ien games remalining to be played
during the season.

About half of the reserved seats

SINCLAIR’S,

Clearance Sale of Overshoes

and Felt Goods

We are cleafing out all our overshoes, felt boots, shoes and

slippers at cost, as we don’t want to carry them over.

65 Brussels St.

28 per cent. excess cost is anything to make

thing as the financiers of the Laurier government are

The medical health officer of Toronto has given or-
ders that all school books used by children in that city
suffering from infectious diseases, must be destroyed,
thereby preventing them from falling into the hands of
the books were disinfected,
but it was found that the process did not render them
it has been decided
to make absolutely sure that this means of conveying
The school board here
might very well take example from the Toronto board

There's something very human, and not at all on
the angel side of mature, in this story about paupers

Some young men complain that because they are
Nothing in
it. A young man who does effective work attracts more
attention than an older man, bec¢ause it is more unusual.

A Los Angeles newspaper is planning to have coples |

: It is hoped
thé subscribers will not complain if the aviators do
civic government in St. John is o rotten that nothing|not at first get off and slip the papers under the

The loss through “neglect or worse” of $100,000 guar-
antee money on the Quebec¢ bridge is not Tory campaign
Qutemm. The painful story is comntained in a Govern-

Two Sons of Caﬂam Lones
Drowned While Skating—
Farmer instantly Killed by
Team at Shubenacadie

Halifax, Jan. 20 —Two sons of Cap-
tain Lambert Lones, Middle Lehave,
were drowned last night shortly after
six o'clock while skating on the Le-
have river. They were crossiug to
Cleversey’s Poiut and skated over ice
which they had been warned was not
safe. The ice broke. apd both
were precipitated into the water. The
swift current hurried the bodles be-
neath the ice and it is probable that
they will never be recovered. The
boys were only sons and were aged
twelve and sixteen,

Instantly Killed.

Isaac McKay, resident of Mill Village
settlement, a short distance from Shu-
benacadie, was instantly killed this
morning by a freight train from Hall-
fax for Truro at -McKay's crossing.
His wagon was broken to pieces and
both horses he was driving at the
time was instantly killed. McKay,
leaves a family of seven, also a wid-
ow. The freight left Halifax this
morning for Truro in charge of Con-
ductor Lutes. At McKay's crossing
the accident took place. McKay, who
was crossing the track with a span of
horses attached to a load of hay, was
thrown from the load and killed in-
stantly.

FRANK B. GARVELL
ILL WITH TYPHOID

Ottawa, Jan. 25.—The first member
of parliament to fall a victinl to the
present alarming typhoid epidemic.in
“| Ottawa, is Frank B. Carvell, member
for Carleton, N. B ‘This morning his
physician diagonized his illness as an
attack of typhoid.

There are at present 200 cases in
the city. The epidemic is due to the pol-
Iation - of the Ottawa river water from
which the capital gets its supply,

HUGH WARBUATON
PEL HOBES SCAOL

Charlottetown, Jan. 26.—THugh War

dent at McGill, has been appointed
land. He had a brilliant reeord at
Prince of Wales Coll and McGill
has been editor of
both
scholarship at MeGill, also
the essay on the Al

burton, aged 22, fourth year arts stu-|mouth from St. :!oh
Rhodes scholar for Prince Edward Is-

papers ‘at

London,
borigines,  Bast-|Sch B, B. Hardwick from Port Clyde,

were sold on Tuesday in this way,
and the remaining half went befora

eleven o'clock this morning, each

purchaser signing a contract by which
he agreed to take the same number
of seats for each of the games to be
played. Russell Bowie will referee
the game on Saturday nlgm

BOTH GUILTY
VERDICT IN
KETCHELTRIAL

Marshfield, Mo., Jan, 26.—Guilty of
murder in the first degree was the ver-
diet returned by the jury in the case
of Walter A. Dipley and Goldie Smith
charged with the murder of Stanley
Ketchel, pugilist.

Sentences of life imprisonment were
recommended for both defendants.The
jury was out 17 hounrs.

Attorneys for the defendants an-
nounced that an appeal to the sup-
reme court would be taken. They will
allege prejudice and that the verdict
was not according to the evidence,

Both defendants were in the court
room when the verdict was read. Nei-
ther seemed disturbed.

HARVESTER,
JOAN, UHLAN
IN ONE RACE

Cleveland, A Jan. 25.—One of the
greatest races in the history of light,
harness sport may be a feature at the
grand circuit meeting at the North
randall track next August. At the
Cleveland athletic club yesterday
Capt. David Shaw declared his will-
ingness to match Joan, his cham-
plon4-year-old trotting mare, 2.04 34,
against Uhlan, the world’s chmMon
trotter, with a record of 1.58 3.4, and
the champion stallion of the world,
The Harvester, 2.01. Uhlan is owned
by C. K, G. Billings, and The Har-
vester i1s owned by August Ulhlein of
Milwaukee.

LATE smPPmE.

Halifax, Jan, 2 ~—Ard: Strs Vol

turno from Rotterdam; Numidian
from Glasgow.

Qnsen-town, Jan. 26~Ard: Str
‘Ivernia from Bdston.

Bristol, .Jan. 25—Ard: Str Mon
25—Ard: Str Pom-
ernian from St. John,

Punta Arenas, an. 25.—Ard: Str
Fitzpatrick from Sydney, C.B.

London, Jan.

, Conn,, Jan, 26.—Ard:

8 high standing also In athleties.

ern Canada and other prizes. He hadlN.

French Peas

Geuuine French Peas, Two Tins For 25 cents.

’Phone 543.

F. E. WILLIAMS CO., LTD.

BEST GRADE -
C. 0. D. or Cash with Order

SAVE $1.00 PER TON

COAL--$4.75 Per Ton--1400 Locd $3.50

ALL PURPOSES
- Phone Main 1172

The Canadian Coal Corporation of N. B. Limited.

We wish to thank
the public heartily
for the most pros-
perous year in our
history.

We will begin our
44th year, Tuesday,
January 3rd.

Oysters

The very choicest P. E. Island and
Buctouche for Christmas, at

J. Allan Turner,
12 Charlotte Street.

Pickled Salmon Troqt
Something very tasty
for breakfast at

Chas. A. Clark’s
Phone 803, 18 Charlotte 8t.

A . SMITH & G0,

WHOLESALE

Hay, Oats
Mlllfeeds

Choice White Middlings and
Manitoba Oats now on hand

WEST. ST O B

supposed to be Almierian from Hali-

Mass., Jan. 25.—8tr
Wilhelm, from

Newport News, Jan, ~~Ard: Str fax, N. 8.
nstitctions, nnd won & $100|Indrign from St. John, ?
& prize for! New

(Clapboards Ifl.ml Shingles
Ruberoid Roofing

Murray & Gregory, Ltd.
ST. JOHN, N. B.

Ring up Main 19861
G W. WILLIAMS.
18 Waterico 8t

Have your
Heating

Southampton for New York, 353 miles
east of Sandy Hook at 4,30 p.m. Dock

Tnisthrabull, Jax. 26.~Passeds Str

about 4 p.m. Thursday,
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