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MESSENCGCGHR AND -VISITOR.

| tween you and your God.—lsa. 59: 2

desolation of the place.
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BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER.

This expresses the [ =——
“And they |

ball say (in the terrors and the suf |
ngs of that time) to the mountains, |
over us.” The doom of the people

would be so terrible that they woul ‘I

— choose death rather than life.

(Condensed from Peloubet's Notes,

Lesson VII. May 17, Hos. 10:1-

t
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“ Your iniquities have s

ated be

and cruel sensuality, in allusion to Judg. |
19: 20-30,

9. “Thou hast sinned from (bo;und‘

| or more than in) the days of Gibeabh.”
Thou

didst commence thy obscene |
1ansgressions long before the disruption |

of the kingdom of Rehoboam, eveh at

jibeab. Gibeah is emblematic of gross |

just as Sodom is used for u

natural vice. “ There they stood.
EXPLANATORY Israel remained in that sin. “ The
1. A PorTRAIT oF A Sixrur Nation. 1., battle” ete. The battle that almost ex
«lorael is. an empty vine,” o, in the | terminated the Benjamites at Gibesh |
same sénse, a luzuriantvine (so Rev.Ver.) | has not yet overtaken them. Or, 46 in
Literally, one whiéh poureth- out, poureth | Rev. Ver, There they stood; that the |
itself out into leaves, abundant in |baltle against the children of iniquil
X eao | switches, luxuriant in leaves, emptying should not overtake them in Gibeah. Just
P Chie onerg b | itself in them, and empty of fruit, like the | 8¢ the Benjamites offered a stubborn |
pbysical aad mental fig tree, which our Lord cursed. For the | Tesistance to the onset of the rest of |
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more a fruit tree putteth out its strength
in leaves and branches, the less and the |1

riant in leaves, its fruit becomes worth
less, and is
Jruit was the outward prosperity, con

morality, love for the God who had made

to itself. The |t
I

from itself

Israel at Gibenh)

80 the Israelites now |
versist in- their old iniquities, and defy

worse fruit it beareth. *He bringeth | Jehovah to put them down. e
forth fruit “unto himself” (Rev. Ver, | 10. “Itisin My desire” (Rev.Ver, |
Which putteth forth his fruit). Luxu- |-When it is My desire, I will chast H

hem). When the time comes, and
hink it best, then the chastisement, 50 |
ong delay¥d will come. God does vot |

quests, wealth, luxury of the nation, all | afflict willingly, nor grieve the children |
tor itself, but with no obedience, worship, | Of men (Lam. 3 : 33). YetGod alsotaid, |
It shall come to' pass, that as the Lord
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them. “According to the multitude,’<| rejoiced over you to do you good and to |
|'oto. Rather, as K fruil increased, he | multiply you, 80 the Lord will rejoice | =
| increased his altars ;" the. better it was | O%er you to destroy you (Deut. 28: 63), | 1ay waiting f ) ;
| itk his land,  the better he made his | because dostraction was the anly Way | gentle, laviug spring. who inars il
| (sacred) pillars. The uml"ru\l wealth of | left for the beat good of His people and | 454 upon her three great giant|
‘xhe country only served to strengthen |Of the world. “The '“”l“ ' Hostile | friends to help her bring the birds
| and extend. the idolatrous system of the Assyrians. ‘Shall be gath- | home, and to wake up the flower babies ’ .
SHADE ROLLERS worship. In the sin# of prosperity, g t them.” God's instruments | and set them to work. She had sent
wealth health, strength, powers of mind, | fo% th punishment. “ When they such with his warm fingers ll Sl
2 Ef“wmmmm | wit, men sin in a way in which they | #hall bind," etc. (Rev. Ver, When they | the big, brown house, and had asked |
| could not sin unless GGod continually | @re O+ A nagressions). | Sprinkle to tap at the doors and tell the
AUTog?APH supplied them with those gifts wh The two gol rel and Dan. | Jitrle flower ;.?»E le l:‘> ;l.w !un;“.i li'xll\lx.l:;:
they turn to sin. The more God gives, | 11. The metaphor in | was ready to wele them as they IS THE BEST. TAKE NO OTHER.
the more opportunity and ability they | t seemns to be t0 | peeped out, and blew his warm breath
have to sin, and the more they sin. | picture, under operations of husbandry, | on their oold, green bands,
They are evil, not only in despite of | What God willed and 1 His people T'hie by the thousand were -
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words, with no truth or sincerity in the

King &

ovens

those entered
Egypt (ver. 4 )
since it is the making of cowe

day, nts,
and not the breaking of them, which the
prophet denounces [bus (as & natu
ral result) judgment The i

ments on the people
(a) hemlock.” Hebrew, &
unbelliferous plant, bitter and abundant
Cheyne translates it po; [he divine
\uvl,{mk‘nl shall spr up everywhere in
, bittera

groat abundance, 1 deadly, flour
mhmg as this p ,nm loes in a cultivated
fie

5. “Shall foar because of the calves
Jeroboam's golden calves. “Of Beth

aven. the degraded

of GGod, expres

lace by the
lols being

House of vamty,

So far from the
able to help them, it would be a source .»1
trouble and ahxiety. “ The ry there
of.” Of the golden calf, its wealth, its
u-mpu- its gorgeous ceremonial

It (the idol god, in whom they
un(wlmhlll be also carried unto As
syria. With the people who worshipped
it. “A present to king Jareb." The
ghting king or champion king. A nick
‘nawe for the king of Assyria. The gold
en idol would be carried into Assyria for
a present to the king that intervenes; i.e.,
who is called in to defend the kingdom
against the Syridn power. “ Ephraum (a
name for Israel, as the leading spirit in |
it) shall receive shume ;" that is, the |
Assyrian king, instead, becomes the con- |
queror and devastator of the ten mbu
¥ Shall be ashamed of his own counsel ;
1. ¢., shall find out what a mistake it was
to set up a helpless idol as the protector
of the nation. Better, shall be ashamed
through, eto. It would have been better
for Israel if Jeroboam had not introduced
this idol-worship policy.

7. “As for Samaris, jer king is cut
off ;" i. e, not merely the king who hap-
pened to be on the throme, but the
monarchy itself, (as ver.15). “As the
foam (or a straw, or twig) upon the
water." A bubble, or one of those little
shreds which float in countless numbers
on the surface of the water, give the
same image of lightness, emptiness,
worthlessness, a thxnf too light to sink,
but driven impetuously and unresistingly
hither and thither, at the impulse of the
torrent which hurries it along. Such
was the king whom Israel had set in the
highest plm, in whom it had trusted,
instead of God. Bo easily was Hochu,
their Iast king, swept away by the flood
which broke inon

8, # Aven.” For
of Israel.” Where Israel sinned, and by !
which the king led the people into sin. |

s good, | to do, how they took

ch_pains in
vil as He willed them to do for good. |
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always larger than the amouanto ed
sown, Yo have eaten the fruit of Les
margin of Rev, Ver,, of faithlesss
I'hey bad been [faithless and fa Lo
(Giod, and therefore had to eat the fruit
thereof, in (iod's turning away from
them. *“ Thou didst trust in thy way
In your own way, and not in God n
armies, and not in righteousness and
14, “Therefore shall a tumuit a
A confused noise, ns of war, on » ant
of the approach of invaders Av Shal

halmanezsr 1]
uncertain
Probably on the west of
the Sea of Galilee, near Tiberins, or nea
Pella, east of the Jordan. All that is
known is that the sack of Beth arbe
made upon the minds of the '
an impression, similar to that which in
the seventeenth century was made far
and wide by the sack of Magdeburg
15, “So shall Bethel do unto you

The results of your sin with the K(xﬂm.
calves will be such a terrible slaughiter
by your enemies. “In a morning,” ‘afc
All'bas happened as quickly a8 tuns
seems to have passed when we awake in
the morning.
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Bluster, Bright, and Sprinkle.

Once there were three great giants,

who were the good and helpful friends | and each drop of wafer s real diamond.

of the tiny flowers, the great trees, the |
brooks, and all the little woodland in 1
habitants. Neither the blue violets nor {
the delicate white snowdrops could ever
have waked up in the spring, nor the
great, red roses and yellow sunflowers
could have opened their eyes in the
summer ; the trees could not have put
on their green dresses, nor the pussy
willows have thrown off their fur caps,
if Bright had not been ready to warm
the big brown house where their winter's
bed was found when Jack Frost came
riding on old Bluster’s back. Nor could
they ever have crawled into such cosy
phcel if Bluster had not run with them
and tucked them in quickly, and then
with his great hand gathered up d
leaves and earth to make warm
forts for them. Who but Sprinkle would
have remembered that little baby seeds
E: t thirsty during the winter, and could
we given them the good drinks and
gentle pats that this great, friendly giant
seut down to them ?
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