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At the oommencement of last September, I forwarded the 
applioation to the Aroh-Chanoellor of Convent General, to be laid 
before H. B. H-, and it was not nntil a few months later that I learned ' 
it had näver reaehed him, having been lost when he was on a visit to 
the Continent of Europé, My seoond letter, of the 21st December, 
alao met with some delay, from oironmstances unnecessary now

,to refer to. I oan only remark, that the satisfaotory and pleasing 
reply makes full ameods for the delay, whioh oanaed ns all muoh 
anxiety.

A® you had determined tö assume oomplete independenoe, the 
pleasure is enhanoed by the honorable oourse pursuod in obtaining 
it. No doubt the result of your expressed wishes wonld have been 
the same, but a less honorable and nnconrteous course of proceeding, 
wonld, be assured, have left its sting behind. As a supreme and' 
governing body, we oan now look back with pride to our parentage, 
and the honorable position we held nnder the rule of one who, for 
many years, was pleaged to be our Grand Master, and who, I trust, t 
wiU atill honor us by becoming the patron of this Great Prioty, and 
regard the Canadian branoh of the Order with his prinoely favör.
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I do. not hesitate to say that I never oould see the necessity for- 

wishing to be absolved from our allegiance to H. R. Highness as 
Bnpreme Grand Master of the Order. He never assumed oontrol 
over, or interfered with the independent position sought for by the 
nationalities; so that, in the most minute affairs of govemment, it 
eould not be said that the National Great Priory of Canada had been 
ooeroed by any outside* governing authority, and to all intents and 
pUrposes was perfectly independent; it being understood that it was 
not, neoessary to oonsult H. R. Highness in the looal govemment of 
the Order; therefore, our relations liuder his supreme authority 

7 only teohuioally objectionable as reg^rds entire independenoe. A t the 
sataie time, it oreated so many doubfcs in the minds of our sister jaris- 
diotion of the United States of America, that when your committee 
reoommended an humble petition to be f$ywarded, asking to be 
absolved from
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our vows of fealty, I felt that the time had arriyed, 
and putting aside my own personal feelings, agreed for the good of 
the Order in Oanada, to reoommend the prayer of the petition; but I 
certainly, in the first instanoe, was not prepared for the final decision 
of Great Priory to deolare independenoe, and then ask to be absolved. 
However, the magnanimous aotion of H. R. Highness in so readily 
aoceding to the request of Great Priory removed all diffloulties, and , 
is only in aooord with his generous and prinoely oharaoter.
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I am pained to find that most unfair and false motives have-
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