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his belief that the period of life re

presented by the most ancient bones ex
isted abolit 300,000 years ago.

Only one human remain had been un
covered, a skull and a thigh-bone. With 
them were foutid bones of extinct anim
als and others of animals existing today. 
The skull was nine feet under the sur
face and resembled in character vepr 
much the type of Indian inhabiting the 
islands along the coast of California to
day. Whether it was an evidence of man 
existing contemporaneously with pre
historic fauna he could not say.
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Pools a Hunting Ground.
Prom the large number of bones of 

maimed carniverous animals found, he 
hazarded the opinion that the pools 
the hunting grounds of the incapable 
who haunted the place waiting for nature 
to trap their prey and then, through in- 
caution or other accident fell victims to 
the all-engulfing pools themselves.

The bones found Included those of the 
horse, camel,
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nDr. 3. C. Merriam, president of the 

Carnegie Institute for Research and vice- 
nresident of the University of California, 
lectured before the Royal Canadian In
stitute, Toronto, on Saturday evening, 
when the Convocation hall of the uni
versity was crowded to hear him. His 
subject was: “Some ancient forms of 
life on the American continent.”

It dealt with the discoveries made in 
some
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wolves, coyotes, ground sloths, saber- 
toothed tigers, lions, pumas, bears, foxes, 
badgers, skunks, rhinoceros, lynx, deer, 
tapir, and a variety of others.

Excavations have been made at some 
twenty points and over 3,000,000 bones 
had been recovered, the commonest being 
that of the wolf. The predominence of 
this carrion eater, many of them maimed 
in the feet and legs, bore out his theory 
as to the death trap. There were fewer 
coyotes, and the coyote skulls showed 
greater brain capacity, which might ex
plain his lighter casualty list.

The saber-toothed tiger was found m 
great numbers. Before the excavations 
started, there were only, half-a-dozen 
samples in the world of this animal. The 
lions were larger than they are today. 
The camel type was somewhat similar 
to the liama now existing in South Am- 
erica. One giant bird, larger than the 
condor, the greatest of the carnivorous 
birds, said the lecturer, a kind of com
bination eagle and turkey-buzzard, was 
uncovered. They had found fragments 
of this creature which created great in
terest as it was previously unknown, 
and a reconstruction was attempted. 
When at last an intact specimen was un
covered, the model of the scientists was 
found to be out only one-twenty-fifth of 
an inch. '

The lecture was profusely illustrated 
with stereopticon views of the scene of 
operation, the bones in place in the as
phalt and the mounted specimens of 
actiial skeletons entire. At the conclus
ion of the pictures, Dr. Merriam said 
that he could not accept the theory of 

that many of these strange animals 
merely indicated that the Creator was 
experimenting with forms of life. It 
meant that the conditions of life then 

different than today and that the 
peculiar forms of that period were neces
sary for livelihood. There was no cata
clysm to wipe them out, just gradual 
change. ^

His researches had shown him that it 
was the animal with the greater brain 
power that survived, and that there 
always the tendency for higher types. 
It meant to him that in the life of which 
we are a part, we must either progress 
or be wiped out. Man of today, may 
be a product of evolution or whatever 
you cared to call it, but he comes from 
a great race going back millions of years 
through which time hé has always shown 
progress and development. Man has 
taken out of the water, earth and air 
things from which he has built a com
plicated civilization. We should back 
up this sodial inheritance and not sub
scribe to the theory that every civiliza
tion kills itself. Adam and Eve, he said, 
suffered because they ate of the fruit of 

tree Of knowledge, and we, in our un- 
\v isdom, he said might suffer a similar 
fate, but for himself he did not believe 
it- His studies of ancient forms of life 
revealed always an upward tendency, 
and this he felt was the destiny of man, 
to keep on developing.
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- nJfhad * tinct species, and immediately he startedtar pools near the city of Los 
Angeles, California, which had become 
the resting place for the bones of in
numerable pre-historic animals, and 
which during the last fifteen years^ vr 
so have been investigated by the Uni
versity of California paleantolic author
ities of whom Dr. Merriam is the head.

Arthur Hewitt presided over the meet
ing and gave a brief sketch of the speak
er of the evening and his contributions 
to modern scientific information.

Dr. Merriam said that the asphalt beds 
had been worked since the early 70’s, the 
product being shipped to San Francisco

for pavement and other uses. It
been fofind to contain much foreign mat- investigations , . n ns_
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BEYOND THE PACIFIC
(New York Evening Post) 

Ratification of the last of the Wash
ington conference treaties virtually with
out opposition signalizes for this country 
the beginning of a new epoch and a new 
state of mind. We have emerged out 
of the doldrums of timidity and partisan
ship. We have escaped out of that 
“ugly epoch” of which Woodrow Wilson 
spoke the other day. We have entered 
upon an adult diplomacy.

The settlements in the Far East are a 
notable achievement in themselves, but 
their significance is not confined to the 
Pacific and Asia. Christopher Columbus 
sailed west in order to get to the Far 
East. It is our belief that Mr. Hughes 
and the Administration turned their 
prows to the Far East in order that they 
might ultimately reach the continent 

the Atlantic. Beyond the Pacific
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Credit for the record of the last five 

months at Washington cannot be as
signed to one man or one party. Cremt, 
in the first place, should go to the in
evitable logic of events. Credit is due to 
Woodrow Wilson, in spite of bis mis
takes, for sounding the call to inter
national understanding through confer
ence. Credit is due to Mr. Harding for 
accpiieselng in the great principle. Credit 
Is due to Mr. Borah for Ms activity in 
reminding Mr. Harding. Credit is due 
to those Democratic Senators who saw 
that party advantage this time coincided 
with national duty. Credit is due in the 
largest measure to the American people, 
for the zeal with which it backed up a 
great cause and its courage and read
iness in paying the price.________
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