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=ill Of St.Quentin,On Hindenburg Line,Regarded As Certain ip

Turks ; Again Beaten; British And Russians Near Junction

GENERAL MAUDE AND THElieve Allies Are Breaking 
Back Bone Of German Defence

BUT 50 OR 60 MILES APART ■
jf Town is Set Afire- Looting Going on—British forge 

„ead on 30 Mile front—Capture of La fere as Well 
is St Quentin Expected -

London, April 2*—The British have captured Croisflles, after a desperate 
defence by the Germans, so Renter's correspondent at British headquarters re
ports.

The towns of Longatte and Orientes also have been captured by the British, 
who took some prisoners.
LATEST WORD CHEERFUL

British Headquarters in France, April 2—'Via London—(From a staff cor
respondent of the Associated Press.)—B rftish forces today widened the wedge 
they had inserted in the German line in the region of St Quentin and captured 
the villages of Atilly and Villecholet, respectively southeast and northeast of 
the village of Vermand,

British today are within three mile s of St Quentin and are working east- 
wardly in that direction, while the French are pressing from the south. Yes
terday the British drove a wedge in the outer German line at Savy, also taking 
Savy Wood. 1

Turks, Re-inforced, Attempt to Regain Offen
sive in Mesopotamia But Are Repulsed— 
Several Places Captured by RussiansSOME DAYS YET* • British and French are knockin g at the doors of St Quentin, the med- 

wn that marks the backbone of the so-called Hindenburg line. Of the 
•oads entering the city, two are in possession of the allies and the re- 
wo are under the fire of their guns. This means that the garrison 
ad on a precarious supply line operated at night and that the value of 

a base is gone.
atly its fall is certain and this assumption is supported by uoofii- 
he* from the front which say that the town has already been partly 
e Germans.
north of St Quentin the British are surging forward along a thirty 
Their rapid advance in the last few days, unaccompanied by any 

that General Haig is not yet in touch with the main

ï

In the theatres of war other than the west front, interest centres in Mesopo
tamia, where the Turks have suffered further reverses and the union of the Brit
ish and Russian armies appear to be on the eve of consummation. An attempt 
by the reinforced Turks to take the offensive has been crushed and, although 
the official reports are meagre, the indications are that General Maude is within 
fifty or sixty miles of his Russian ally.

Petrograd, April, via London—Russian troops moving westward from Kerind 
in Persia, are approaching the Mesopotamian border near Khanikin, continuing 
to drive the Turks before them. Today's war office statement indicates this. 
Two additional towns hâve been occupied by this column. The mote norther
ly column, which already has crossed the Mesopotamian border of Baneb, has 
held its newly won ground there, breaking up a Turkish offensive movement. 
The official statement reads:—

Caucasus front—“In the direction of Penjwin in the region of the village 
of GangadcM, about ten miles south of Bench, our troops repulsed a Turkish 
offensive; In the direction of Khanikin our troops occupied Miatague Poitaht 
and* Serpoule. The pursuit of the Turks, who are retiring in the direction of 
Kasrichte continues."
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A FOURTH BRIDGE 
OVER EAST RIVER AI 

NEW YORK OPENED

ig, proves

it, Quentin and La Fere prac ticaliy in the grip of the allies, the Lille- 
ippears doomed and military critics express the opinion that either 
1*1 Von Hindenburg never c ontemplated a stand there or that he was 
led by the amasingly rapid advance of the French toward La Fere, 
sent the French seem to have relinquished the initiative to the British, 
riving a wedge in the directi on of the important town of Le Catelot, 
iorth of St. Quentin and now within five miles of the British outposts. 

Me time, General Haig is continuing his raids in the Arras sector, the 
otts indicating that importan t operations are on foot in this, the ex- 
don of the battle line.
i activity is mainly in evidence east of Soissons, where a sharp sal- 
been formed in the German lines, the breaking of which will lay bare 

at Craonne plateau, the most formidable barrier to General Nivelle’*

. efited capitals are filled with rumors of a coming great counter-of- 
. Germans, nothing has developed to show where such a blow, if 
lplated, will fall. The thaw on the eastern font is believed to have 
danger of German aggression in that direction and neither 
cj much attention to Rome reports of a great Austto-German 
ration on the Italian front There are persistent rumors, bow- 
y efforts by Germany to

still predict that Field Marshal Vcn Hindenburg will try 
.fleet on public opinion caused by his withdrawal in Picardy by a 
aw In some other directions.

That Is Belief As Congress 
Goes Into Extra Session

vm.
N

STRUGGLE FOR COME

YEAR IN FEWThought Likely That Democrats 
Would Wia and Would Re: 
elect Champ Clark as Speaker 
—Wilsoa Ready to Meet Both 
Houses

Heligate Spaa Links New Etiglaad 
and South in All Rad-Route

Opening

?

Estimate Total Has Now 
Reached 17,500

New York, April 8—With the 
of the Heligate Bridge, the fourth to 
span the East River here, last night, an 
all rail route was established "connecting 
New England with points south and 
west of the Hudson river.

The bridge, which took four yf* 
build and cost $27,000,060, Ms the 
Pennsylvania and New Have#
It is the longest steel arch brii 
world, having a span of 1,017 feet be
tween the faces of opposite towers, which 
rise to a height of 260 feet.
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SAYS PENF1ELD 
EXPECTS HE WILL 

GO BACK AGAIN

CASES OF INTEREST IN 
POUCE COURT TODAY

?

STOCKHOLDERS MEET mWashington, April 2.—Congress met 
in extraordinary session today to de
cide the question of war with Germany. 
First came -the struggle betyrcen Demo
crats and Republicans over organiza
tion of the house. With that completed, 
congress will be ready to hear President 
Wilson’s message on the most serious 
international crisis that has confront
ed the nation since the civil war.

Sentiment at the Capitol apparently 
predominated for a declaration of war 
or a declaration that a state of war ex
ists. Pacifists in both house and senate 
were to be heard from but few believed 
that opposition would be effective. It 
seemed likely that the week would be 
well advanced before such action was 
taken.

Even at the last moment tremendous 
moral pressure for or against wi

to

Labor Conditio*» Last Year Af
fected Operatiuu — Suggestions 
Thrown Out in Forty-ninth Re
port — Eight Soldiers tinned in 
Lot Since War Began

«ds.
A Charlotte Street -i Window 

Breaking ; Also One in Police 
Guard Reoi

» i* the

back of the fighting linesmass reserves
ervers

FERRY ACTIVITIES 
FOR MONTH OF MARCH

7
Joseph B. Tremblay was in the police 

court this morning on a charge of drunk
enness and also breaking a window in 
Mrs. Richardson’s store, 191 Charlotte 
street. Detective Thomas Barrett said 
that he was called to the store about 
10.80 o’clock on Saturday night. He 
noticed the defendant was drinking. The 
man told him that Mrs. Richardson had 
taken $88 from him and afterwards he 
was pushed through the door and that 
two men ran him around the comer 
into Duke street.

Mrs. Richardson said that she had se
cured $10 from him for the window. It 
was a very thick piece of glass and 
would be about four feet long and 14 
inches wide.

Detective Barrett said that he had 
searched the defendant in the store aa( 
found $28 in his outside coat pocket. 
This the defendant said was placed 
there by Mrs. Richardson when she saw 
the detectives coming.

Mrs. Richardson told the court that 
the defendant had come to her store on 
Saturday afternoon about 5 o’clock. He 
had just joined the navy and was ap
parently celebrating. He went away and 
returned after supper. He asked her 
for some light drink which she gave 
him. She believed that the defendant 
had a bottle of liquor and when she was 
not looking he poured some liquor into 
the light drink and drank it. This the 
court said could not be done as the way 
was open for the proprietor of the store 
to be fined for having liquor on the 
premises. The woman said she knew the. 
boy for several years.

Coming to the nmney question the 
woman said that sh^had had the mon
ey to keep for the boy as he was in no 
condition himself. She later gave it 
back to him. On information she had 
received from the landlord of the prem
ises the defendant gave her $10 to re
pair the damages to the window. This 
the court ordered to be given to De
tective Barrett, who will see that the 
window is fixed. Any change will be 
returned to the defendant. He had just 
joined the navy and was on his way 
to Prince Edward Island to see his peo
ple. The fines were struck against him 
by the court.

Patrick McQuillan was fined $24 for 
drunkenness and using obscene and pro- 
fape language.

John Terry, a returned soldier, was 
fined $8 for drunkenness and $20 for 
damaging the windows in the police 
guard room. The soldier was standing 
in the guard room when arrested and 
suddenly made a dash for one of the 
window's putting his head through two 
of the panes. He was also charged with 
assaulting his wife.

Edward Kelly was also remanded on 
the charge of beating and assaulting his 
wife in their home in St. James street 
last evening. His wife testified. John 
A. Barry appeared for the man.

Two other prisoners were fined $8 or 
two months in jail for drunkenness.

AT HOME FOR INCURABLES

Germ an Paper Reads Into Visit to 
Washington Teuton Desire far 
End of War

1
Statistics contained in the annual re

port of the directors of the Femhill 
Cemetery Company show that there are 
now more than 4,000 owned lots in the 
cemetery and no less than fifty-two 
miles of avenues and paths. The direct
ors estimate that to date about 17,600 
bodies have been interred in the ceme
tery.

The report, which was presented at 
the annual meeting of the directors this 
afternoon, reflects general conditions in 
the labor market when it says that dur
ing the last year, while rates of pay have 
been almost double those of a few years 
ago, it has been difficult at times to 
secure the necessary labor demanded. 
The report indicates that the work is be
ing carried on with zeal and ability. It 
is as follows :

St. John, N. B, March 26, 1917. 
To the Lotholders, Femhill Cemetery 

Co.: ]
Ladies and Gentlemen:—Your direct

ors herewith submit the sixty-ninth an
nual report for the year ending February 
28, and the twenty-third annual report 
of the present superintendent. The fin
ancial statement of our secretary-treasur
er is also submitted, which has been 
duly audited and found correct.
Financial.

Notwithstanding a most difficult year, 
with larger expenditures in all depart
ments, and slightly smaller receipts from 
burial fees, the statement shows a credit 
balance in bank, while we have retired 
(Continued on page 2, sixth column.)
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Lpril 2—Despatches from 
pondents on the western 
hat the Germans have de- 
,e part of St. Quentin by 
sives. They add that the 
; looted all the treasures 
houses, museums and pic- 

It is believed, according 
ces, that the cathedral, up 

has not been damaged.
tKPORT
MORNING.
pril 2—French patrols ad- 
: night to the German po
ire St. Quentin, which they 

held in force. South of the 
^rench drove the Germans 

lion. Tlie war office to- 
the following account of

Falling Off in Traffic by Single 
Teams ; Increase by Deubles

Vienna, Saturday, March 81, via Lon
don, April 2—American Ambassador 
Penfleld confirmed the Impression 1 
that he expects to return to Vienna 
quickly as possible after his forthcomii,. 
visit to Washington. He said he might 
be gone for three months. Hi* residence 
here will be kept open. The ambassa
dor and Mrs. Pen field will leave on Wed
nesday or Thursday.

The news of Mr. Penfield’s impending

Matters along the harbor front 
slack at the present time. Commissioner 
Russell this morning gave out a state
ment as to the activities of the ferry 
department during March, as follows :—

March, 1917—Single teams, 8,868; 
double teams, 1,461; police, 828; military, 
16,782.

March, 1916—Single teams, 9,018; 
double teams, 1,245; police, 649; military, 
45,846.

It will be noted that during March of 
this year that there was a falling off of 
650 in traffic by single teams, as com
pared with the corresponding month last 
year, with an increase of 216 in traffic 
by double teams. There was a falling 
off of 826 in the traffic by police officers 
and a dropping off of 29,068 in the mili
tary passengers on the ferries.

are
ar was

| being exerted on members of congress 
! by their constituents, mainly through 
! the medium of telegrams which con- 

_ . d 1 (~\tC ’ 1 ■ tinned to pour in today. To these were
GoveiDMCnt Divings Dank Utticial added personal appeals of pacifists and 

. _ , r iQlA 17 XT/,, anti-pacifists who came here in force,
Stateaaeat Ol mo-l/ warieach side to combat the arguments of
Bonds Good Investment With j the other. All signs early today point-

ed to a speedy Democratic victory in 
Same Security j the house by the re-election of Champ

Clark as speaker over Representative 
Mann, Republican candidate and the fè- 

of committees

departure made a great stir here, but the 
first impression was offset by a state
ment from the ambassador to the press 
that his trip to Washington was to be 
made on account of President Wilson’s 
wish to consult him in regard to the gen
eral situation in Europe. The state de
partment’s message to Mr. Penfleld says 
that during his absence Joseph C. Grew, 
councillor of the embassy, will be in 
charge. "

At the foreign office it was learned w 
that no significance was attached to Mr. S
Penfield’s visit to Washington other than . _
that given by the ambassador himself.

London, April 2—A recent interview 
with Count Czemin, Austro-Hungarian 
foreign minister, in which he declared 
that the proposal of the Central Empires 
for a peace conference still held good, is 
considered by the Berlin Socialist news
paper Vorwaerts as “almost a peace 
offer” says a Central News despatch 
from Amsterdam today.

The newspaper, it is added, believes 
that the impending visit of Ambassador 
Penfleld to America is not altogether 
unconnected with Count Çzerin’s state
ment.

\
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in of St. Quentin our 

forward northeast of 
:h of Castres (these towns 
miles from St. Quentin), 

ie enemy lines, which they 
held strongly. In the sector 

r Oise there was heavy firing 
e advanced posts. South of 
our troops followed up their 

and drove the Germans beyond 
Enemy patrols were dis- 

y our fire. The number of pris
on yesterday reached 120.
Ive machine guns. ..........

"hampagne several German jn 
ts against the positions 
aptured west of Maisons De 

checked by our Are.

■ byThe withdrawals from the govern- | sultatnt dictation
Democrats.

r , President Wilson’s message was writ-
ratlier heavy during the bank year just j jen anfj his appearance before congress 
closed according to a statement given I only awaited official notice that the
out this morning by bank officials. It is M use had effected organization and

, ,, ... , . , . i that both houses were ready to hearannounced that the withdrawals during
the bank year were $986,632.19, as com- : Having already recited to congress in 

: pared with $974,601.89 for the year 1915- ! previous addresses most of the incidents 
16. This, the officials say, is due almost leading up to the present situation, R 
entirely to the large amount of money is understood that the president will now 
which small investors have been placing deal with Germany s acts broad1^! r'..er' .

war loans The war loan offers a ring particularly to the present situation Mexico City, April 2—The railroad be- bettcr pacing mvest^n^th“he ident,- ! in the world and dealing with recom- tween Mexico City and Vera Cruz was 
cal security of the government savings mandations to place the Lmted States last mght again placed under govern- 
jjnn|s ,on a war footing. ment control. The property, which is

Under these conditions, it is declared j ^yar Resolution. <" owned by British interests, was taken
onlv natural that nianv with money in j , over by the government two years ago,the savin ITS bank make withdrawals to I A resolution to declare war between jjut was returned to the stockholders last
invest in the war loans The deposits the German Empire and the November. Military and governmentalimest in the war loans. the deposits Sutes> M prepared ,by Representative I n<.cessity is the ^ven for the

Gardner, of Massachusetts, Republican, present action.
, ... , ... says “that war be and the same is here- ----------92, as compared with deposits of $698,- ' declared bctwecn the German Em-'

814.14 during 1915-16, a substantial in- ^ and the Unitpd states of America
and the president is authorized and 
directed to use the whole land and naval 
forces of the United States against 
said German Empire, its subjects and 
dependencies.”

The preamble set out that “the 
triumph of Germany would destroy the 
liberty of the world,” that “the gran
deur of the United States will not per
mit its share of the burden of war to 
be borne by other nations,” and that 
“Germany has continued to destroy 
American ships and to take American 
lives.”

ment savings bank in this city were i

MEXICAN GOVERNMENT
AGAIN TAKES OVER LINEion.

We
&

were
completely attacks on small 
of Auberive and west of CHIEF GETS LETTER FROM 

FORMER POLICEMAN 
WHO NOW IS SOLDIER

m.
we made a successful sur

et Carspach Wood and took 
>ver the remainder of the 
;ht passed in quiet”

as announced toduring the year 1916-17,
The Times this morning were $771,770.-

Phelix and EL IM PLYING 
COURSE AT TORONTO

PherdinandROUBLES IN crease.
The withdrawals during March, this 

year, amounted to $69,188.83, as compar
ed with $49,889.08 during March of 1916, 
mid $48,529.42 during the month of 
February of this year. The deposits dur
ing March of 1917, amounted to $65,- 
621.09, us against deposits to the extent 
of $63,000 during March, 1916, and $50,- 
689.42 during February of this year.

now,
ows ».M.» viV,
/ Vow iv, v

Chief Simpson this morning received 
a letter from ex-Policeman F. W. 
Storm, who is now acting R. S. M. at 
headquarters staff of the 2nd Canadian 
Heavy Artillery Group, Army Post Of
fice, London, England. The last let
ter from Regimental Sergeant-Major 
Storm to the chief was written in 
France. He then was a sergeant. At 
present he is at Aldershot camp and is 
engaged in office work. The letter dis
closes that he has been wounded in the 
foot. He forwards his regards to all. 
his former associates on the local police 
force.

the

•«I

FOUR ARRESTS MADE Lieutenant C. A. Mowatt of CampbeU- 
ton, N. B„ was in the city this morning 
and informed a Times reporter that he 
would go to Toronto this week to join 
the Royal Flying Corps. He will first 
undergo the physical test and if he 
passes will take a flight lieutenant’s 
course and qualify.

He is a former member of the 26th 
Battalion and was wounded on the 
Ypres salient in the fighting last year 
He has a fine record at the front a- 
now shows renewed grit and cdurage 
offering to go into the air service.

Issued by Author
ity of the Depart
ment of Marine and 
Fisheries, R. F. Stq- 
part, director of 
meterological service

April 2—Armed provincial de- 
en strong, protected strike 
,ole climbers on Saturday and 
^evis and Quebec against at- 

group of striking linemen, 
other missiles were thrown 

|Ce on Saturday, and some 
-rs were injured in mix-ups. 

have been arrested.

HUGHES WINS (MR J,
tJ'

HK OPPONENTS POUCEffll BUN Synopsis—A disturbance of consider
able energy is passing eastward across 
the lower lake region. The weather is 
rainy in Ontario and Quebec and fair 
and cool in the maritime provinces, 
while in the western provinces it is de
cidedly cold.

Ottawa Valley—Easterly winds with 
rain; Tuesday, northwest, cool, clearing.

Rain.

TAI^K ON GARDENING
The Rotary Club today endorsed by 

resolution the general principle of en
couraging! production by gardening 
schemes, and referred the matter to the 
executive to consider and report whether 
the club could aid in carrying »ut some 
plan in this city. The subject was in
troduced by R. E. Armstrong, and the 
speakers included Com. Wigmore, A. M. 
Belding, W. F. Burditt, F. A. Dykeman 
and H. L. Ganter. Two plans were sug
gested; one involving the use of land out 
of town and the other vacant lots nearer 
to the homes of the people, with a special 
effort to interest the boys and girls. The 
executive will go carefully into t',e sub~ 
ject and report,

i ST. LAWRENCE NOT CLEAR G: 
ICE FOR SOME DAY,

London, April 2—(Via Renter’s Ot
tawa Agency ;—A special despatch from 
Adelaide, Australia, says : “Addressing 
a big gathering at Port Adelaide, con
sisting largely of waterside workers, 
Premier Hughes strongly urged Aus
tralians to do their duty to the empire.

He said that after the war there might 
lie a cleavage in the party now united 
lehind the government. In that event 
he would stand for the people’s cause, 
but while the war lasted he was for the 
empire alone. The meeting, which was 
at first hostile, subsequently cheered Mr. 
Hughes*

UCHESS BOWS 
O NEW GOVERNMENT

April 2—Grand Duchess 
s telegraphed to the Rus- 

-, Prince Lvoff, announcing 
agnized the provisional gov- 
asking that she be allowed 
her philanthropic work in 

.ere she is the abbess of a 
;ays a Reuter despatch from 
oday.

duchess adds that her sev- 
the court was due to i lie

Philadelphia, Pa., April 2—The police 
refused to allow the holding of a peace 
meeting under the auspices of the 15mer- Maritime—Increasing westerly winds,
gency Peace Federation, which was ad- mostly fair and cool today. Rain tonigat 
vertised for a local tueaire last night, near the Bay of Fundy and generally to- 
In a letter to the manager of the theatre, morrow.
the superintendent of police said: New England Rain and somewhat

“I desire to notify you that we will warmer tonight; Tuesday, fair, colder in 
not permit the proposed meeting to take western Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
place, and I have notified the police to strong sopth, shifting to northwest 
see that tliis order is carried out,” winds.

8A pleasing entertainment was given 
at the Home for Incurables Saturday af- Quebec, April 2—Although it 
terroon by the following women:—Mrs. rained throughout the night, the ice 
F A Godsoe, Mrs. Roy A. Ring, Mrs. still solid on the river above Quebi 
,T.' m! Barnes, Miss Alice Rising, Miss and the two govermnent ice breakers 
Minnie Myle. , Mrs. George Horton, little Lady Grey and MBntcalm, are still 
Miss Gladys Myles and Blanch Dyke- hammering at the barrier below Three 
man. The'programme consisted of vocal Rivers. It is not expected that-the river 
solos, instrumental selections, duety and will be clear fhr ten days or two weeks 
readings. yet.
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POOR DOCUMENT

Croisilles And Some 
Other Towns Taken 

By The Lads In Khaki
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