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A bum is of no necessary age—there are old bums =
and young omes.  Loafers may be fat or. lean, but . -
they are ‘all alike, dyed-in-the-divers and ‘eontradfe-
tory colors of pride l!}dﬂmmﬂ e st
There is, I am now prepared to declare, no trade
: kA » : e or calling, the secrets of which.aré s0 Mm
25 ‘ - Db e AN a5 THERDARAR A ; ~guarded, as are those of the protessional bum. ' A
: T T : : ‘ i : A “man may beg at any time, in any ‘place, but talk ot
' - - bis begging, he will:net. . One beg-
gar 1 approached, or rather he ap-
proached me, declared that it would
never do for him to h_av"e‘tl_i,oiétpro
taken. - He had washed dishes, he
v6éwed, ip every restaurant kitchen
in down-town Toronto; and ' should
his picture appear as a bum, he would .
be done for. In vain I pointed out
that what was wanted of ' him 'was

. Give Up Your Money When He Says It’s the
Price of a Drink He Wants, You Are Most
Likely Being Fooled---the Science and
Psychology of the .
Trade.
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guage of a ibum, and expressing the
philosophy of his trade or calling. Im it
{s set out the psychology by which he sorts,
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from the mass of humanity in the street, those
who are probable prospects for the price of a
bed, a meal or a drink, 1t is an exposition of
the brains behind begging. :
Being the story .of a bum, it begins as the
beggar begins, with, ‘Say, Mister, can I speak to
you for a minute?”  Then follows the plea for'
the price of a bed, a meal or a drink, garnished
by various urgencies of need.
" This particular beggar was frowsy, out-at-
elbows, unshaven. He was a typical bum, and

RSN S SeT+ SEEENa—

I've

“ .y

A R g O

Hai a pit

of Hard Luck.”

o i s A Al R ks St b

ThisSmile Was Not for Charity,

I asked him how le begged, when hLe begged
and where and from 'whom he bezgged.
learned that there is a distinct philosophy and
psychology of begging.

“There’s lots of times,” said he, “when ye'li
do bettar to ask for a drink, even when:it’'s a2
meal you want. There is. a kind of man, an’
you can t»)1 him at sight, who thinks that every
beggar wants a drink. It’s no ‘use askin’ him
for’ the price of a meal. .~ He'd only think you
was foolin’ him. = Tell him "you'want a drink,
and he thinks you see he’s too wise to be fooled,

But for the Glad Rags of the Bum.

Nine times out of ten he’ll give up that way.

“Take a young fellow with a smile; he's
good, if you can get him stopped. ~  Chances are
he’ll brush right by and never hear you; but it
you geét him stopped, he's ‘good for a quarter,
maybe a half.” A smiling old man is pretty
near always good for something, usually not as
much ‘as the young one, but he’s a surer. pros-
pect.

“Some- places is. better than others. .Only a

mut’d beg near the Armories just now.  You'd
think outside a chu_rch' wot}ld _bf.e«goctl,~ but it

merely & deodorized form of pan-
handling, & sort of moving-pleture
begging. ~"Twas no use. Of ‘=l
wild animals of street or. forest,
bums are the wiliest anl most wary. *
So that this, which was to bave
been the story of a bum, wds in &
fair way to turn out merely a bum
story. Then 1 secured ‘the gere
vices of the bum whose pictures ap-
pear herewith. ey
I had almost given up. ~ Bum af-
ter bum was appreached, begged to
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