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could have done mucbi more, and that at the
present time lie eau, and should, do much
more.

Orders in council were passed almnost over-
night, and this is stili being done. Yesterday
we bad evidence whicli would seem to indicate
that one minister passed an order in couneil
whjch anothcr minister seemed to know
nothing about . Apparently it is quite easy
te shide themi througb. Hlow about passing
an order in council cutting postal rates back
te the prc-war basis. It is about timie that
consideration was given to that. and that we
stopped talking about a false surplus. A
reduct ion of the kind I have suggcested would
hclp everyone te mreet the higlier costs of
living. No one would complain, because it
would affect the purse of every mani %ho has
to pay ten cents more for a pound of butter.

Particularlv lot us mnake a real effort to
,cut in haîf postal rates on food parcels being
sent to Britain. A surplus of $42 million has
aecuinulated in a department wbicb I alwavs
thought was supposed to be a non-profit
branch of governmient; at least that bas been
my understanding of it in my years in the
House of Commons. I may be wrong, but
that bas been mnY impression. If that $42
million is included in the $300 million surplus,
then I say it is tiie to lîand out a portion
of it to, tbe people by way of a returni to
1)rc-war postage rates.

Hon. niembers bave noted the effort being
made bv Ontario in connection with flood
relief. one of the most wvorthy projects that,
could bave been undertaken. I wonder if.
just for once, the federal government could
not take a lcad from Ontario. The province
is doing a real job in this respect. and I
suggest that the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Abbott) confer with the Postmaster General
(Mr. Bertrand) to sec if somietbing could net
be done along the lines 1 have suggested.
Let us share sonie of that $42 million of*
arcumulated surplus u-ithi our friends in
Britain who are starvinz themselves in an
effort to food starving hîîmanity in Europe.
If that effort were made, we would certainly
be doing nothing wrong. and at the saine time
we w-ould help our ewn people by permitting
themn to return te a pre-war basis for postage.
I believe any effort on our part to allocate
some of this aeunmul-atcd monev for the pur-
pose of sending things at cheaiper rates to, the
people in Britain would be commended by
people throughout the country.

There is one furthler point I should like to
disciuss in some detail. Yesterdav the Minister
of Reconstruction and Supply (Mr. Howe)
announced in the house tbat the governiment
agency te, provide housing for veterans bas
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largely failed. I w ould ask any hion. member
this question: Wliat is the poor veteran going
to do? Speaking in a jocular fashion. the
Minister of Veterans Affairs (Mr. Mackenzie)
said hie iîntended to subpoena someone to,
attend before the public accounts coînmittee.
I am going to hold a public meeting on the
ground wbere forty veterans homes bave been
constructed. and I am wondering whether I
might subpoiena the minister to come down
to sec what tlic artual situation is. Some
hon. member suggests that perhaps we, could
take the publie accounits committee there and
bave a mneeting. Thiat might be a good idea.
However. wv shall bave a meeting there one
of thiese wcek--ends and get to the bottom of
this thing. I gave the detai]s to, the minister
and I mutst say thaqt he appears to be trving
to do ail that is fair. Today 1 received a
communication that the matter will he fol-
lowed througbi earefully.

If these government agencies hav e failed,
w'hat bas the veteran left to turn te? Some
of our lion. friends to my left here talk about
free enterprise. If they had a. chance to get
behind free enterprise and free enterprise is
given the proper opportunity to do the job,
it should ho giv.en aî chance te show what it
can do.

Mr. NICHOLSON_1: Who is stopping them?

Mr. LOCKHAIIT: I am putting it up te
the government. If the miembers cf the
C.C.F. liad thieir -way it would be certainly
stopped. The veteran must have some lhelp.
The distribution cf building materials is
wrong. I want te say a word te the minister
of reconstruction about the distribution cf
certain niaterials. The minister told us some
weeks ago that the supply of mails in the
eountry was about equal te the demand. I
suppose lic was referring te the nails being
produced by Canadian mianufacturers. I am
sure thc 1îoîîs wvill be astounded whien I tell it
that froin October 1, 1946. te Marcb 31, 1947,
a total of 32.487 kegs cf nagils was importeil
into Canada fromn the United States. Those
wcrîe in addition te the production whiclh the
minister stated w.as neaîly equal te the
( mand. The value cf those nails was
$266.825. or approximnatelv $8.20 per keg of
100 pounds.

I ask anYý lion. meinher te go back home and
talk te lus veteran fricnds who are trying te
build homes for themsclves through private

ecoracoîs ieihips doing some of the work
tliemselv.es. He '.sill flnd that tliese men are
being handicapped because they cannot get
luimber or nails. Last Saturday afternoon I
visitcd an area, whcre at least fortv veterans
who hiad saved tlîeir nioney wcre tr,,ing to


