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PTOLEMAIS
Josh 1930 « [below. § 5]), and as Ptolemai, in Acts21 r

•
but the monuments of Kcvpt Pho^nir,, ,n^ a

''

.he fkioks of .Maccabees, Jol'phu, anT .;t n and (7rSwriters supply us with nu,er,al for a a ^er e 'im^eof Its ancient importance. *" '*""">'"•'

fJ1''.^'„'*"'
''°"'" '"'" "" ''K'" "f history .luring theEgyptian occupations of Syria in the Hft«.nth .and

PTOLEMAIS

4. E*rly f;'""*inR centuries R.C. In the lists of
Egyptian ;'" ^"'•"', "'n<iuesls of Thotnirs III

rtlaUolU. ! ^'fif-^' -"^o- 47 is read by W. .\I. Muller

in the lists In any cas.. all three cities must havepassetl at this time, or previ.a.slv. into l-gvptr, handsfor m his last campaign Thotnies „ said to h.i e .kenArkatu
( = Arka) to the N. of them all ; he is s4l Isewhere to have .suWued the inhal.it.ints of the h rbo'i;towns (Pietschmann, 355), and in Hie followingcHWu vAkka IS represented as (apparently long s^n. \^

Kgyptian hef. I„ ,he Ainarna d.sp.atches.^ne of theetters IS from Zitaadna of .\kku protesting hi, fide i vto fcgypt (H. ,.o,ne, Hht. Hg. ..„. „., ,|^.., ^^t k],5.58.fio a second is from the same nnnounc nc 1revoKPetne.xlvi Wi. ,5,,; whilst a third aid "fsedto Amenhotep IV. ( t^S.^jes) from the king oKardun., ,. eoniplains that Zi.a.ulna has murdere.f thekings am, .ssadors and appropriated the gifts tl eywere carrying to i:pp,(Pe,ne. .Iviii.. Wi. tn.^Thi,t,^shows the ,»sili„n of '.Xkka in the line of traffic he « entsypt and .Mesopotamia. A list of .Sety I n Aby ios

Akka
:

in any ease 'Akka fell with the rest of I'hunic ."

Ra,^esc^',I-'%,^''''
'•''''" ""'" "^-'>- ^^Kamescs II. It ,s not mentioned under Rameses IIIAkka Iny within the lan.l assigned by biblical writersto Asher. Ihe MT of Josh. 19=,.,,, which d.'iines the

8. In OT. , '"; '" -^^^"^ '"<•' not contain its name
but for the first word of v. jn. where weshould expect to find it, ff » reads Apx«,J, which suggest^he emendation of the Hebrew .nrMMo,,), or ,nM«™IS the reading of a „umt«r of cursives in H and P)

™
Judg. 1 3, (J) It IS st.ated that .\sher did not ilisposses,
the inhabitants of 'Akka. There is no allusioi, to 'Arkaeither in the a.coutit of transactions Utwc-n I'honicia

on thi"'ph
"' "''• "' '" ""^ '''""'« "f 'he prophetson the Phcrnician cities. Its absence from the former

s not .-titogether explicable. Akka was of n,. use inthe trading Ik^iwitu .Solomon and Ilir.,m-Ivre was inearer the mlars and Joppa the port for (erusalem
; ;whilst Mween Plm-nicia and \. Israel, if all comme^,: :

was not by lan.l. IVir and the harUiur of 'Athlit would i

be more convenient f,.r .Samaria, the capital of the
Israelite dynasty most closely conn.Tted with Pha-nicia iYet Dor and the ancient representative of 'Athlit and

^

Akka are alike unnoticed by the Hooks of King, as
striking a proof as we have of the fragmentary ch.aracter
of thos.- historical records. '.\kka 'voiild have Ixtu the
natural port for Ihe Calilean fugitive. Jonah, to have
x-en brought to in th.it prophetic narrative.' That
Joppa has Urn chosen insiea.l is another indication
of the late and Jewish origin of the Ikx-k. The absence
of Akka from lae prophetic p.iss.iiies on Ph.enicia is
due, no doubt, to .\kkas |H.litical inferiority to Tyre and

•Abr''
""Pl.vprovol bythe Assyrian monuments •'

Akka IS not mentioned among the states which

6. On th«
^''^* " ' encountered in the fight at Karkar

Aliyrian •'"'"'"'' '"'' •''^i'l"n and T\re) nor does it

moniunenta
'"''"^ among the Phcenician towns paying
Irihule about 840 to Shalniaiiesrr II

or about 804 to .\,lad-iiirari. .Shahnaneser IV. and
1 (Pom nnt this .i,l,l iVcsh pl.msihiliiy to the view of lonah .i«trndi.ionally a p,„,,he. of ihe^eKel, gi' en in P«on,K r, i,,

"

mMi,'''l7„'''„':r
",""",'•

r"""'''' "J""'
'*''•"''* "'Wstion that
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Sargoii held all Phcenici.i Mibiect hii. ..:it •At. •« ,,„nl.,.,„ .. .„ , „„, .I.Si.'j'i,-
« -.

his .Assyrian evidence s..e.Selirader. KAT ,7,088 7,l-.I ..... 38, 384 ; aiiil IM. rar. 384
.Akka is not nnah in evidence during the Persinnempire

;
but it i.s now that we h.ive the tirst'clea^^Z

7. In Onek "' "' ""Ik^h-.v importance as a place of
tlmei: "'"'"''" f'"- ''^'e armies, whi.h dis-

PtOlemaU. |'"«"'-''<'l it during the (ir.ek ami

Sicuhis (I5.,l v'r',",'""
'"'?,'• ^"' ^'™"-'''"K '" l)i«lon„

1 ere for h'"'"'.^'"'"'"" t;^"'"-r"l his trr»,p,th e for his invasion of Kgypt (,.,, siralm. xvi.a.;.

Ah x.inder the (,reat struck at k:p or ^i- as it i, calM
" I h,en. letters on some of them.' As Schiirer ay,hey prove the ,m,K,rtaiice of the place from Alexan er'i

rT.f I

'' """ "' *«'' •1'' 'h<- town is nowcalleil. but IS associate,! by a (Jreek legeml'.' with the

"oZaiZ T"-
'^™"'^"'^" •^'"'^- "-'-^InatL':

nut, Th'
"'""'•'""" "'"' Tyre last.d into Greektinx-s. The town was obviously subject to Tyro

Alex.ind T Akka was at first under Antigonus thenunder Ptolemy I.agi, who destroyed it in 33' whenAntigonus forced him to retire iDiod. Sic. I9« )

j!u"V "'"'.'•"'"•.* ^<^ have no particul.ar d.itafor the history of '.Xkka, and are thereOre unabi todecide wi.li certainty when it riveived the ofTicia nan eof Plolemais llr„,\,^fH. This can hardly have \"^nduring Its brief occupation by Pt^lnny I..agi
( gunsPietschmann. ,;,,„*. j,r /./,,,„, 76). but m.ay ha"he,-n ,lue to Ptolemy II. whose conc|uest of Ph„.ncl

I

was more nc-rmanent (see .Schiirer s note. «.. .,"03
he quo„.s in evidence the /'<e,u/o..tnsfr.„). In anv-case the name apixars to have displace.1 that of 'A*,among the tJreeks by the close of the third cent,r,!y ,u'
I. des. ribmg the occupation of the town by Aniiochiis

,h n e i
..?'? '"'>'™nr.6,/.) implies that i, wash n called Ptoleniais

; yet a more conclusive pr.x-f
that he name ha.l fea, bestowinl long iK-fore this i,ound in the fact t i.at the .s..,eucids darnot attempt ,
alter It. but suffered tins record of their enemies' prCou,
possession and p.itronage of the town to ren.ain on
Its coins, alongside th.it of their own

We now reach the .letailed history of Ptoleniai,
furnish,-.! by (,re,'k historians but eslK-cially by thePooks of M.acealK-es and Josephiis, a history which
.l.'scrib.-s th,. imliirally increasing in,,x,rtancc of'a town
so f.ivourably sitnat.Hl for the eiit..r[.rises first of it,
(.r,-.'k an.l th.'n of its R.uiian masters. For Kgypt for
.Asia Minor for the r.re,.k Isles an,! mainlan.l, ami f..r
Italy Its harlKiiir was (ev.'n after the biiil.ling of fa'sar.-i
bv H.-r.vli the most convi-nient on the Syrian cast •

an.l Its history till the en,! of the NT periiHl is that of
the arrivals of great men from those shores, of the

er^^V ''
."h'eVT "";'T ' '"k*V,

>•"' <* "f "" Ale,an.lrian

h'4'^;i Z * " ' i.""'h Alexamler's name lo„„ after

- the na>ne .tiri, was derived from Ihe supposed healini(...o»..) of Heracles, ihrouch a plant disroverea on the she

Uyzant. Ilc^t IIoAnar, t.v. A«i|.
»«h".
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