
at first contiovcitwl, l)ut finally acc-eptod, and wliich one »)y
ono wero omboriiod in the Britlsli constitution, tlio most noblo
C(xle of iKjJiticral wisdom tliat ever was devised by man, for
tlio ^'overnmont of man."

Apiin : "In all tho tiiijcs whitli invaded tlic Roman
Empire, tlie Anj^Ies in CiiviU Britain, the Franks in (Jaul, the
Goths in .Spain, and the Lombards in Italy, among all these
tribi's tl">n; was very little ffovernment, but theie was some
rude system of iepr(>sentatioit to transact the business of the
community. In every Country in Europe, sjive England, this
system of re|)resentation was gradually done away with, was
set aside l)y tlie ruler, but in England, the first crude system
of repres(Mitjition grew and developed in power and in influenc(«,
until it l)ecame the Parliament,—the Parliament of England,
the pride of all British subjects in all parts of the world, and
alike the envy and the aim of all fripnds of freedom, law and
order all the world over,'

Sir Wilfrid felt bound to say "in truth and in Justice to
history, that the merit of first checking the ambition of the
Sovereign, the merit of first planting the seed of constitutional
government does not belong to the class which we call 'the
people,' but it belongs to the Barons, to the Lords, to the
aristocracy of Britain." * -all honour " he s^iid -to the
aristocracy of Engl 1." History, -does not record a
class which has done himov si^rvice for the State, and which
can bo.ist of more illustrious fame." Happy England, if the
nobles of the 20tli century, faithful to the traditions of the
past, in the new principles and new conditions which come
up, will stand as their forefathi rs m the vanguaid of freedom
and refoim. ' * .. Now in Great Biitaii", the right to vote
is given to every respectable wage earner, and that country
has comti to the day of democracy. Happy England, if her
democracy remembor that moleration in triumph, is the
keynote to stability and progress, and that what has made
England what she is today, is not revolution, but evolution
and reform. The British constitution is the result of a process
of evolution, the applicatfon of a few leading piinciples,
supplemented by maxims, rules and precedents—too long to
enumerate, which have grown with the ages, deteimined one
at a time, and all tending towai-ds one single object, the
government of the people by the jieople themselves."


