
1 acBuming the Government, was folt to be the main faiiU in its con*

struction. A seat was ofl'ered to the Hon. Member from Yarnioiuh,

who, I have always regretted, felt himself constrained, by strung

opiiiions on a particular measure, and strong feelings towaids par-

ticular individuals, to decline it. But his Lordship did not stop there:

the recent appointment of the learned Member for Inverness, must

have shown to the Members of the old majority, that there is

no desire to retain old feelings and antipathies among the Members
of the present Government, but that the wish is to act for the generul

catisfuction and benefit of the Province at large. Let me now glance

over ho small but necessary appointments which pervade the Coun-
try. Many of these yield little or no emolument— but they confer

honor anu influence in the different Cuuntiea, and they may be

made in a way either to wound the feelings of large clusses of

the people, or to convince the popuhuiou that they havtj

been distributed by a just and paternal Government. In dwel-

ling for a moment on this branch of the duties of the Executive, I

think I mry dec'are at the outset, that no new Administration, com-
ing into oto( o rtHh new principles, ever dealt more leniently wiili

tbcie licldi .^ h.'gii officia' or subordinate situations, 'than did the

fiove ir'JiK Ci Lord Fai'.lar.ii Of ell those who had been crowded

into pvery p.^st and commission tiuring « party Government of half a

co«!iu.y—bat four or five Atagisi'riftes, and theso for particular resi-

sot'i which ii'^od rtvi bo gone ii-ii> viow, hd'.e been displaced, in

ti'q,y, tti'/i; Eno'itlis, b/ the Licittnant Governor. Whether this con-

dLot w#-re wise ^-r unwise, loobcing merely to tlie ordinary modes of

atrenf,'thening a new /^drainititrfition, it ought to prove to the party

whose friends have thus been left in possession, that there has been

no desire to act harshly, but a generous determination to do what

was right and conciliatory, even to those whose ancient monopoly had

been broken up. With respect to appointments, the rights and du-

viesof the Executive, and of the Flonse, ought to be distinctly under-

stood. In receiving >om Members of the Legislature suggestions

and information, with respect to appointments, the Government ex-

ercises but a just discretion. The utmoi=t weight has been, and will

ever be, given to the opinions of those who represent and live among
the people ; but it must always be borne in mind, that all these of-

fices, as also the highest in the land, are in the gift of the Queen's
Representative, and that the free exercise of the prerogative, even in

the most remote settlement of the Colony committed to his care,

in the distribution of patronage, as in the protection of the sub-

ject, is a duty which Lord Falkland is determined conscientiously to

discharge. In seeking suggestions and information, from those whose
opinions are best entitled to respect, the advisers of His Excellency

have only done their duty to the Queen's Representative in the man-
ner most likely to give satisfaction— they have never asked that the

prerogative should be surrendered into their hands, much less into

the hands of Members of this House. But they are here to defend

its exercise—to shew tliattl'm Nobleman at the head of the Govern-


