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stancn are those which truly concern us in our timet; and in
a simple and intelligible form are to be summarised so that they
can be brought home to the average understanding and can be
eflectuaUyincorpccated in our educational system. Catechismal
ethics leave us entirely in the dark on these important issues in
modem life. The moral consciousness of the public must be
brought up to date.

Now, leaving the theoretical side, we finally come to the
practical department of education. It would be unfair and dis-
ingenuous were I, from the outset, to be met by the common-
place and superficial objection: that knowledge of ethical terms
or of ethical practical principles conveyed in text-books, cannot
of themselves iau,ke a man good ; as mere learning cannot make
a man wise. But even Nature's wise man is not turned into a
fool by being made acquainted, in his early or later education,
with the rudiments of learning and science, which affect the
whole of our civilisation. Reading and writing, grammar and
arithmetic, history and geography, will not destroy the intellect

and its efficiency of even a man bom with mother-wit and
brain-power and possessed of ordinary common-sense. The
child favoured at birth with a nature tending towards virtue,
kindliness and strength of character ought to be instracted in
what the society about him considers right and wnmg, and
ought not to be left to his instincts and passions. More than
this, he must be made acquainted with the highest prevailing
moral tenets of his own age. This the catechisms of the present
day as published by every one of the religious sects cannot do
adequately. Above all, it is necessary to remember that a large

proportion of chJdren in our large towns and country villages

do not attend Sunday school, and are not even instructed in

existing catechisms. Nor have they homes in which, by definite

instruction or by commendable example, their morals are in-

stilled and improved. To suggest but one instance, the supreme
duty to be truthful. In millions of cases this fundamental in-

junction has never been adequately and convincingly impressed
upon the child, either in town or country. It remains one of the
most cryin£; needs that modem and thoroughly adequate and
efficient Ethics and Civics be taught, and that every citizen be.


