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'*^\^\ the return of this annlvcrHiry, you are deh-.

•rous.of ccnfccrating it to the purpofes of fii.end-

Hiip and charity.

AVould to God, that I were able to difcharge the

office, >vhich vour pariiality has afTigned mc, in a

Tnanner becoming its .dignity and importance !

Were my power equal to my will i were my ca-

pacity proportionate to my indination ; wifdoni,

ftrength and beauty Ihould unite in doing ample

j r.ftice to the merits ofour Royal Art. But whi^lc

1 own» that I am but fienderly qurdiflcd to an«

fwer your expectations on this occafion ; I ftrll

flatter myfclfthat the antiquity ofour inftitution,

theinipbrtan<:e of its-laws and tliefublimity of its

mvftcrieswiil claimTome decree of attention from

every lover of Science. And this refpedlable au-

dience, knowing the. difficulty offpeakingon this

fubjc6t, will candidly accept my fincerc defire of

doing good, though it be not recommended by

the charms of eloquence.

^
Animated by the hope of .that indulgenceywhith

has


