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f«re, lofMier »r later, honor and safety, ai blindness t:o in-
terest anfl abandonment of duty do, assuredly, enf;iil dis-
grace and embarassment. In relation to the principle,
whieh regulates the commereiHl conduct of Great Bri-
tain towards the United State9, there is much scope fop
diversity of opinion. Perhajjs, those judfjfc most truly,
who do not attribute to her any \evy distinct, or uniform,
system of action, in relation to us ; but who deem hep
course to result from views of temporary expedience,
growing out of tJie circumstauces of the time, and the
eharacter of our administration. If lhi» be the ease,
then, whatever eou use of coiidu«'t has a tendency to show
a change, in the character of the American policy, must
produce a proportionate change, in that of the British
And if tameness and systematic abandonment of our
commercial rights have had the effect to bring upon
us so many miseries, a contrary course of conduct, having
for its basis a wise spirit and syskinatie naval support,
it may well be hoped, will have the opposite effect of re-
newing our prosperity. But, if it he true, as is so fre-
quently and »o confidently, asserted, that Gieat Britain is
jealous of our commercial greatness ; if it be true that
she would depress us, as rivals ; if she begins to regard
us as a power, which may soon curb, if not, in aftertimes
spurn, her proud control on her favorite elenient, then,
indeed, she may be disposed to quench the ardor oft)ur na-
val enterprise; then, indeed, it may be her care so to
shape the course of herpolicy as to deprive our commerce
©f all hope of its natural protection ; and to co-operate
with, and cheriih, su»h an adniinishation, in this country,
as hates a naval force and lovos commercial restriction.—
In this view of lier poliiey ; and I am far from adserting.
It is not correct, is it not obviou«, that she may be con-
tent, with the pivnent condition of our cAuimerce ? Ex-
cept ackuowledgeil eolonjul vaisalage, what stale of things
wot.id be more desireable to lier ^ The whcde sea is heP
OWB. Her American rival, tamely, nrakes cession of it

to her possession. Our commercial capital is, already,
seeking employment, in her cities ; and our seamen, in
ber ships. What then results ? Is it not, on this view
«f her policy, und«nittble, that an adminisUatifin, in this
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