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With the exception of the discourses to whicli allusion has
been made, tlie present volume is the first attempt to exhibit
in a counected form, the history of Michigan. At points I
have gone beyond the bounds of the State as now organized
when the facts appeared to have a bearing on the main object!
Tiie history of Michigan is traced back to the early history
cfCanada, because it was a province of that dominion, was
peopled by the same stock, and subject to the same govern-
ment under the French and English domination. In the pro-
secution of the work I have, in a few instances, used the lan-
guage of others

;
and a portion of two articles which I had

prepared, and which were inserted in the North American Re-
view, has been here embodied, for the purpose of avoidino- the
labor which would be required in transcribing the parts relat-mg to their subjects.

No one can be more sensible than myself of the deficiency
ofthe present volume. It has been sent in parcels to the
press, and locked up in stereotype plates before I could have
the opportunity to correct them as I could wish, being distant
from the place of publication. A law of Michigan, subscrib-
ing for the work, also limited the time of its delivery to the
first of May, 1839. This plea is put in to abate the severity
of criticism, which might be urged against any inaccuracies
that may be discovered, either in point of fact or literary ere-
cution. I have not sought to collect every incident which
has occurred at the north-west, and the evidence to support it
or oppose il, and to enter upon long hypothetical arguments
for the purpose of establishing them; liut it has been my de-
sign to group those prominent circu^^rtjces which seem to
have been founded on strong evidenc'^^hnd which have con-
trolled the destiny of the State, ibr the purpose of shovvino-why Michigan is in its present condition, and to give a gene''-
ral sketch of its geographical features. In tliis labor I have
occupied that portion of time which ought to have been, and
will be hereafter, exclusively devoted to the labors of an ardu-
ous profession.

Thirteen years ago the author had occasion to spend one
year in what ^vas then the territory of Michigan. Upon the
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