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quite fitting, for the harvests are about the only matter in their

poUtical economy in which the hand of Providence is to be seen.

In New Brunswick, I once listened to one of those pretentious

speeches from the throne wherein this passage occurred, the

most important one of the whole communication ;
" During

the year, my Government have given earnest attention to the

afifairs of the husbandman, and the improvement of stock ; and

to this end have effected the importation of a superior breed

of sheep." I turned to the itemized public accounts and found

that the numerical strength of the importation consisted in six

animals. Imagine putting on a cocked-hat and a sword to

announce that a Government had brought in Canada six ewes

and rams.

To sum up the matter, one capable business man could,

without governor or cabinet, without volunteer or the firing of

rusty cannon, effectually transact the whole affairs of the thf-ee

petty provinces by the sea. I think, therefore, that the conclu-

sion any sensible man would arrive at in this connection would

be that these provinces ought and must rid themselves by fully

one-half of their present expensive administration. This can

be accomplished by a maritime union, which would give for the

three provinces one lieutenant-governor, one legislature and

but one army of official dependents instead of three.

An outsider listening to one of the maritime statesmen

would assuredly hear him talk of retrenchments ; hear him cipher

how much the Lieutenant-Governor squanders in paint and

coal-oil, and naturally would ask himself why in thunder no

mention is made of the larger items? He would scarcely hear

a word about maritime union, because maritime union would


