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LOUISES PKNITKNTIAL SI'IUIT*, UEK HOKItOll OF SIN,

AND ZEAL TO IMtESIORVlfl OllIKIlS FUOM IT.

Our poor IikIIjuis have a very limited intelli-

^'cnce ; tlieir pro^'ress in religious instruction is

very slow, retjirded especially by the difliculty

wiiicli tlje missionaries encounter in the language

of the Indians, ^vhicli is very rich to express what-

e\ er is material ; but excessively poor in all thivt

relates to the explanation of spiritual things.

Hence, it happens that many of these poor people

have not yet that salutary horror and shame for sin,

which are so powerful a means to restrain inc)i!s

})assions. Thus a woman who has been unfaithful

or rebellious to her husband will receive pardon the

moment she shows sorrow for it. A man who has

grossly insulted another, or done him a grievous

wrong, will go and smoke the calumet of peace

with the injured person, or enter his lodge, or give

him an equivalent for the wrong committed. These

reparations are generally received, and considered

sutHcient, and the ollender recovers the good graces

of the injured party. "The wound is covered," as

they express it; that is to say, "All is forgotten.'*

When any one commits a fault, secret or notorious,


