
WB-^I*

Zi THE UPP£R CANADA OOUjEQE QUBBTION.

(HamiltoD) Master oomplaiBt of the great ditcomfiwl of his Sobool^rooiii.

la 1SS3 we find ibeN^gara Trustees imploriog help; so again in 1836.

11S5] Frequent represientatfons were made by the Master of the Newcastle
district ((^obonrg) Fcbool [1S6] regarding the neglect of thai Grammar

School. In the winter of 1835 [1371 the newly-appointed Broekvitle

(Jobueton District) Masttif thns sadly describes with chattering toeth and
despondiag heart, his Schfoalandiltfarnisblngs: room, '* cold and nncon-
fortable ;" furniture, " two or three old benches and tables of no use."
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CAUSii OF THIS CONDITION OF AFFAlKvS NOT YET RB-
MOVED.

Tb<! cause of this distressed condition of the Grammar Schools is very

iatclHgiblc ; and, as it concerns the Grammar Schools of our own day aH

much as those of thirty or forty years ago, it deserves careful attention

The provision made by tbtf Legislature in 1807 [188] for this class o<

Schools was, as shewn above, of an mtortm character. The allowance of

£100 oy. per annum was assigned as the nuclsus of a modest stipend for the

master. Tlie several Districts, in order to avail themselves of this Parlia-

mentary bounty, erected escb a school house by private subscription. Bnt
the average lifetime of a school-house,—when its lease of \Ke has not been
periodically renewed by dztensive repairs,—does not exceed the average
proteBsional lifetime of a School Master. It will, then, be no matter for

surprise that buildings erected in 1807 had, in 1839, fallen into utter ruin,

No fund had then, or for that matter, has tut bsen provided for the build

ing, or the repair, or the equipment of Grammar Schools. The unrelia-

ble mode of voluntary subscription bad utterly failed to raise the fund ne-

cessary for extensive repairs, and just at the moment when the actual sale

of the Grammar School Reserves was contemplated as the solution of the

difficulty, it ^7aa discovered that the most valuable portion of that endow-
ment, was already fraudulently alienated. Every efFbrt made by the As
^embly to re-:mburse the Granynar Schools, or otherwise provide for the.

higher education ofthe masses was rendered nugatory by a military des-

pot, who would tolerate no rival of U. C. College ; or the effort was de-
feated by the bigotry of the Legislative Council who 8aw,»even in Com-
mon Schools, the fancied enemies of King's College. [139] The injury

thus done to tht Grammar Schools has never yet been repaired. The
whole amount now accruinpr from the interest of the Grammar School
Fund supplemented in each locality by a Municipal grant affords but a
very scanty pittance and is therefore very properly, by Act of Parliament

[140] restricted to the payment of Masters' Salaries. This scanty provis-

ion may, as we shall afterwards see, at once, be most materially increased

by a very simple and unobjectionable expedient—<A« immediate redoration U>

135 Journal ARsembly 1833-4, Wednesday, Dee. 18, 1833 Petition of Niagara Triu-
t«M. Journal Assembly, 1836, MondAy, Feh. 15, Petition of Niagara Trastaea.

136 Journal Aoaembly 1836, Friday, Feb. 6 Joamal Assesibly 1836-7, Movem^ier
14, 1836. Ibid, Jan. 12, 1837. Journal Asaembly 1837-8, January 19, 1838.

137 Jonmal Asmmbly 1836, Appendix Vol 2. Seas. Paper No 46.

138 47 Geo. III., cap. 6.

139 As exhibitions ofthis feeling, ire have the repeated r^ieetion, by tha Lagislative
Gotincil, of Honey Bills, intended for the relief of tbe OraniBUr and the jMmmon

, or intended fat the AstUtinee ot suieh Itutittftloas as th« OMntham Academy.Sehools

140 Oonaoliiated Qrammar Sehoel Act 1 8: Ofaaonur Bshmrt IMantV(
(ises) 86.

^ It A«t,


