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" war, and hath prolonged and extended the miferies of mankind : we ardently wiih

" to fheathe the fword and fpare the farther efFufions of blood ; hut we are determined

*' by every means in our power, to fulfil thofe eventual engagements which have acquired

** pofitive and permanent force." They acknowledge that the eventual engagements

are become pofitive and permanent^ but upon the terms immediate and indijfoluble,

they are filent ; they neither exult in the one, nor declare their afTent to the other. If any

one does not fee in thefe features, the fecret tokens of kindnefs and remaining regret, {yC'

teris veftigia flamma) I think it muft be owing either to dirilrefs of apprehenfion, or to

unfeelingnefs of heart.

I will now enumerate a few plain propofitions, of which I hope that I have given fuf-

ficicnt proof : firft, that the people of Great Britain and America are well difpofed to-

wards each other, and towards national reconcilement ; Secondly, that th^ conduft of

America in the negotiation of the eventual alliance, carries evident marks of reludlance

correfponding to that limited obligation, which they acknowledge as due to France, for

having affifted them in the campaign fubfequent to the convention of Saratoga -, making

abatement, for the coldnefi and ineiBcacy of their profeflions, during the campaign of 1 777,

when their affairs v/cre at the fevertft trial. Thirdly, that America is defirous of peace^

or to ufe their own words in the'- anfwer to Monf. Gerard, ardently wijhing to Jheathe

*be fword and to fpare the farther effufton of blood. In correfpondence with this wifli

' America for peace, Monf. Gerard declares, on the part of his court, in his addrefs to

.he CongreC^ that the procuring peace to America is the obje£l of the alliance. Upon

l\..:k grounds, 1 think, without any deep refinement or refearch, onefimple propofition offers

jtfelf, which is, To withdraw the Britiih fleets and armies from America, and to make an

ofit, of peace toAmerica, upon this condition. That the eventual treaty of alliance fhall be

relinquifhed on the part of France. Who will make any objeftion ? Not America !

For if independence an< peace bt their objefts, it can be no grievance to them, to beeman-

01^ "ited from any deper ce upon France, and to be releafed from that eventual treaty into

which they have entered th fo murh apparent reludlance. Will France objefl ? In their

hearts I believe they will •, hut I think they will be at a lofs for loane fpecious pretext.

Will they lay to their new allies, w'lom they treated with coldnels and negledt till after the

convention of Saratoga, " We know mat you ardently wifa to floeathe the fword, and
** to fpare the farthc -.ffufon of blood, but we refufe the condition required on our part

" for the elt.iblifl:iment if your peace, althoui'i our minifter has declared in our name
" to Congrefs, that your repofear d peace were the objects of that alliance; you iiave in-

*• curred the penalty of the bond, and we will not relax. We are frelh for the conteft

*' of war. You have endured much. Let the Britiih Miniftry continue their ravages

*' of fire an:^ I'word throughout your country, if it be thc'r option, as no doubt it will

** be. E'venifO engagements are become pofitive and permanent, and they Ihall remain

*' indiffoMk.' if that fliould be the language from France to Amerit let it work.
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