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thing in the end by the conteft, but the e\-

ercife of arms. In fuch wars the intereAs of

mankind in general are fafe. For that equal

balance which has been maintained fo long

in the great European republic, does not ad-

mit of one nation's making large encroach-

ments, or conquefts, on another. But, in

the prefent war, we are to retain, or lofe

forever, not our new provinces, that are

hardly yet a part of the (late, but our an-

tient colonies, that are coeval with our navi-

gation and -ommerce, thofe great branches

that are deeply engrafted into the common-

wealth, which have grown with our

growth, and cannot now be lopt off, with-

out hazard that the tree fhall thereby

perifli. An objed of fuch importance re-

quires national fortitude and perfeverance.

As Chriftians, and as men, no doubt, we

ought to wifh and pray for peace. Every

thing in the prefent cafe prompts us to fuch

a prayer ; but always with this condition

underftood, that it be equitable and fafe.

How far we may hope for a retu.n of af-

fedion and allegiance from the prefent ge-

neration of colonifts, who are now in actual

rebellion


