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a Scottijh artists.—fT. Aikman. M)«. <J.

his taste. I iuu, howcvrr, it as i i-cefsarHy happrns

that, as advcniitious circuin:ttaiice3 raitljr call the at-

tention of youth to that line of busrnefts, it is the

powerful incitements, of genius alone that proippts

any one to prosecute thr study of the fine an», so

thut perhaps fewer unsuccefsful attempts may be ex-

pected lliere to be made, than in countries which are

more favourably circumstanced. *

There are few instances of young persons in Scot-

land setting oat in life with an intention of prosecut-

ing the fine arts : It 's scarcely ever within the

vievy of the parents. The education of children of

persons in easy circumstances in Scotland is invaria-

bly directed toward the attainment of literary know-

ledge, either to fit them for the profefsion of the

law, or to enable them to act a becoming part in the

character of a gentleman. Hence it happens that

Scottifli artists abroad, are in general as muchdistin-

guiftied for elegant mental acquirements as profefsi-

onal (kill ; which tends to connect them more inti-

mately with acquaintances formed abroad than is

usual among those of other nations, and which too

often ptevents them from returning to their native

count! y, or continuing in it after they have attained

eminei.ce in their art. ,,.. ,,,

Such was the case with Mr Aikman. His father,

a man of eminence at the Scottiin bar*, intended that

liis sou ihould follow the same profefsion with him-

• He was Sli<Tr.ff of Forfar-fliire, and in the nomination of a lor*

of Sefsion at the time of his death.
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