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I left Fort Hope on tlio 29th, and reached Foit Yale on the same cvi'ninj;.

Tlie part of the Frasur liiver between Forts Hope and YaK^ is .so wi'll known
that 1 need not speak of it, excei)t i)ei]iaps to say lliat .several rock.s mnst be

removed before it can be made reasonably safe ibr steam navigation.

We left Yale on the 2nd of May, and followed the river trail to Lytton,

which we ri'ached on tlie 7th.

'J"he distance by trail from Yale to Lytton is abont 00 miles, and tlie gronnd
over which the trail pa,sses is the roughest on which 1 have ever travelled, the

greater part of it being over shar}) pointed rocks or granite bonlders. Some of

the ascents in the Great Cafion, which is miles long, are from 30" to OO", and
nt'arly i)erpeiidicnlar over the water, TIk' current in the narrowest parts ]

estimated at 15 or Ki knots an lioiu'. Dnrinii the whole snmmer this part of

tlie river is im])assabie for lioats going up ; and thongh some few people liave

come down it in safety, a great many have jierished in the attemjit.

There is hardly any land fit for cultivation between Lytton and Yale.

There is a small flat at Spuzznm and several above Boston Bar, bnt they oidy

average 200 or 300 yards long by 50 or GO wide, and are almost all thickly

timbered and covered with granite bonlders. The largest one is about 9 miles

below Lytton and is fenced in. It is about 1000 yards long by 400 yards wide,

well covered with gra.ss, bnt very sandy soil.

From Yale to ]5oston Bar the vegetation is limited to pine-trees and a few
alders, wild onions and vetches growing among the rocks. Above I'oston l?ar

it im]iroves, and on the flats before- mentioned there an; currants, cherries,

gooseberries, and Oregon gras.ses in considerable quantities, and willows and
maple in addition to the ]iine and alder.

Aliont 2 miles above Boston Bar we found a bed of fine clay-slate rnnning in

an easterly direction, dip ranging from 5° to 40°, strike abont 25°, and abont 3

miles farther on we came to a bed of limestone, the only one we saw between
Yide and Lytton. Tlie surface was very small. '\Vith the exception of these

two beds and a very small surface of clay-slate clo.-se to Spnzznm, wo .saw

nothing but granite both in the monntains and in bonlders of every shape and
size, .some ^*- AV-t'; loton Bar being 10 or 15 tons weight.

There i.s , at Spuzznm and another at I'oston Bar, The former it is

not necessary .ross travelling on foot, but the latter must be crossed to get

to Lytton.

There arc several " Ilestanrants " along the road (every ]ilacc where anything
can he got to eat is called a restaurant in this country), where tea, coffee, bread,

bacon, and beans can be got, as well as a plaidc to sleep on ; and these ])laces

are at such distances ajiart that no man possessed of any money need sleej) out.

At Dhapman and Boston Bars there are large stores belonging to the express-

men ?,Ie.s.:,i\,. Wells, Fargo, and Co., and Ballon.

The imde-trail leaves the river at Yale and meets it at Spnzznm, crosses it

there, and again leaves it imtil reaching Lyttcm. It was blocked up by snow
when I went w\\,

Lytton is at the forks of the Thomjison and Fras(>r rivers on the soutli bank
of tlu! former and east of the latter, and is composed of eight or ten stores and
a Government House, The site of the town is nearly 300 feet above the river

on the up))er of two benches, the lower of which is about 200 feet above the

water. The b.ink on the opposite side of the Fraser is in three benches, the
highest being about (100 feet, and the river is 57(5 feet wide at this sea.son.

The opposite bank of the Thompson is about the same height as Lytton. The
Thomp.son Biver is about 150 yards wide at its mouth, and there is a horse-ferry
across it for trains going to the Fountain, &c,, &c. It is always blowing hard
from north or south, the latter wiml [irevailing in sunnner, and the clouds of

dust which continually sweep across the flat make it anything but a desirable

si)ot for a residence.


