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The Disputed Boundary between Alaska and British
Columbia.

Till-, houmlary line l)etvveeii the United Slates and
the British possessions in North America once more
threatens to become the subject of international dispute,

conference, and arbitration. A half century ago " Fifty-

four Forty or I'ight " was a campaign cry, and the c n-

ingconlroversy i)egins at that line, from whicli Presimnt

Polk retreated, the once northern boundary of Oregon
Territory being the southern boundary of our territory

of Alaska. The discussion of the ownership of Revilla-

gigedo, I'earse, and Wales Islands, and of the line of

the Portland Canal, will rival the contest over San Juan
Island and San Rosario or De Haro Straits, decided in

favor of the United States by the limperor of Germany
as arbitrator, in 1872.

Each year that the boundary line between Alaska and

British Columbia remains in question increases the

difliculty of determining it. Each year settlements are
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