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have traversed 5,300 miles in 516 days, or a trifle over ten

miles per day for that whole period."

The next instance I shall cite is to be found in Alexander

Forlws' History of California, written at Tepic, 1838, pub-

lished in London, 1839, part 2d, Upper California, chap.

VII., pages 299-301. Forbes says, "The British brig

Forester, bound from Loudon to the river Columbia, and

commanded by Mr. John Jennings, fell in with, in the year

1813, a Japanese junk of about 700 tons burden, one hun-

dred and fifty miles off the northwest const of America and

abreast of Queen Charlotte's Island, about 49* of N. lati-

tude. There were only three persons alive on board, one

of whom was the captain. By the best accounts Capt.

Jennings could get from them, they had been tossing about

at sea for nearly eighteen months ; they had been twice in

sight of the land of America, and were driven off. Some

beans still remained on which they had been sustaining

themselves, and they had caught rain water for their drink.

This vessel had left the northern coast of Japan loaded

with timber for some of the islands to the southward, and

had been blown off the coast by gales of wind. She had

no masts standing, but in other respects was not much

injured. Captain Jennings took the survivors on board of

his vessel and delivered them nt the Russian settlement of

Norfolk Sound, the governor of which, owing to the friend-

ship existing between Russia and the Japanese, sent a

vessel on purpose with them to their own country."

The position here indicated is somewhat uncertain, as

Queen Charlotte's Island lies between about 51° and 54° N.

latitude, but in Forbes's time the geography of this coast


