
DRY-LAND FARMING METHODS IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA

As practised at the Experimental Dry Farms at Quilchena and
lOS-Mile House under the direction of Professor W. J. Elliott
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nilKItK lire viist iiri-Ms in the iiortli. rii cwilnil iMirll.m of Aiiiork-ii tbtil nt-elve limited
rainfall, and are call .1. for tUe lack of a l etter name, dry-land areas. Oeiierally
Klienkhi):. the term appllox to areas that re<-eive less than Lft Inches of iirecipltatlon.
It Is pnssl.ile, however. !o tiiid areas with a iireeipitatl-m of a) iuches where tte
evaporation is not e.vfvsslve. and w here, for this reason, very Hiieeewfnl eropa amy
be Brown, (in tlie otlier hand, it Is iM)ssilile to think of areaii farthw wmtll whtn

the temperature is very hl^h and where the eva|M.ratlon is correspondingly gnat KmA a
diBtrlct might have more than 31 Inches of precipitation, and ittU be Kgarded a diy aiMU
So that 20 inches of precipitation as a desifpnitlon of a drr-famd ai«a wPl rmry wnaldtraMy
with the location of that area. CSenerally speakliig. hoverer, ta Brttlah OdnmMa law thanW iadiM w«wU tndkate that the dtetrM i> oae in which dry-land method* mi^ be fMhtwed.

Cbmtbaz. Bamaa C^mbia.

There la a yart area of Uiud in Britlah (MvwkUi lylBg between the main Rocky Mountains
and the Caaeade Range which parallebi the Coart. On the weetem Hlo|>e of the ( ascadt-s there
tea rery heavy mwdpltation, but thew momitalna seen to ao eierate the moisture-laden cloud-
that they paas orer the great central rolling i^tna and raUeya. and only dr»p their moisture oi
anow when the UMbi Boeky Monataina are reached.

Recorda kq>t on the Commonage aoath of Quilchena and at 1(io-Mlle House, on the Cariboo
Trail. Rive a iirecipltat' t aa followa:—
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•"^""<i "I c< ntrai part of the I'rovince and Quilchena in the aoathem
part, yet the precipitation at encli point for the c(.rres|K>ndin({ time Is surprisingly alike.

These flsures Indicate that l.oth districts would ci.tne under fhe dry-land daaaifleatton as
given aljce, aa both are considerably le^s than Jf» inches in preclpitaHon.

MOINTI'RE NEKDU) rOB CboPS.

For the growluB of farm crops the main qoeaHon la not potihrnhirly "How much preclplta-
.ion do we receive? " but It Is •' How mneb of the precipitation which (hlbi can we conaerre tor
he use of the growing crop!" To anawer thia qneetlon aneeeaafnlly. we need to ask onraelrea
tu-o additional qneatlena. aa foitowa: (1.) Is the aoU of aadi a nature that It will naturally
retain moisture? (2.) Can we *o enltlvate the aoU aa to put the anrfiice m prime ahai« for
the retention of moiatnre?

It is ol.vlona that a aoii mi^ be ao gravelly or porona that the storlng-up of moisture in
It would be impoarible. On the other hand, a aoU that la composed of clay, clay loa.n. loam,
and their many Tariatkwa, aa a aeoal thing, lenda Haelf admirably to suitable cultivation methoda
fi>r the atoriBg a( aitfatni«.


