
V: THE TI'MI'LT OF THE STORM 13

t,, 111. carriaj^t^ witli a supplv nf thr lit.-ratnre snp-

p,,^.d tu he specially adapt.d to b.iniilc the wcari-

11.--- "f a l-n.i,' railway jniirncv.

At tl..it iiKuiiriit the rl(uk wa- ^n tlir ^lrnk^• of

,1.^1,1 , and the miii^'lrd sounds—thr liissin- of strain.

tlu> dm of voices, the nunMo of ln,L:i;at.v trolli.s,

tlir rattl.' of cabs, the dml! v. lis of n.wspap.T boys,

thr incr^sant patb v of ram on thr ramblms roofs

—scrinrd to be accrnluatrd. An inspector

approached Hapgar's compartment.
.. XiPl^ets—Southampt.m :^ Rii^lit ' Ifvon're

goinu ladv, vou'd better M.p m. Train's about U,

start."
, , J

The prosaic otticial. cpute lUKonscious he haa

intruded himself into tw hv, s at an acute crisis,

and had arrested the course of each, having looked

at the tickets, drew back to allow Alicia to enter.

She had lo decide at once whether she would go or

stay.
" Alicia, 1 insist

"

It was enough. She turned abrupt Iv and hastiiv

drawing a shilling from her porket, clipped it inti>

the otticial's hand.

The man had had too nianv glimpses (,f th.>

romance of life to bi> surprised at anything. He

stolidly accepted the shilling and shut the door,

lu(king it with a swift motion of tlie wrist. He

cauuht sight of the old man's face canulsed with

rage, and he concluded that the young and pntty

woman had go<id reasons for not wishing ti. trayel

with her companion.

The ticket inspector would haye y.n^ lur into the

next compartment. It liad but one ocrupant
,

a

man already preparing to go to sleep ; he was jnilling


