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province, and he bad nc knowledge of the
situation, His statemonts about froat applied
solely to the Indian Head district. He there.
fore did a0t mako tho statements attributed to
him in tho telegram from Ottawa,

Professor Saunders thinks that the damwp
weather had not caused much damage up to
tho present timo (Sept. 8), but if it contioued
it would bo sorious. At Brandon, where he
stopped on his way back from the west, he had
heard of some cases of sprouting, but
thought it was oaly in a few instanees, In
speaking of frost the Professor eaid that no
statoment could be mado as to the degree of
froast which would injure wheat. That would
depend upon tho condition of the grain. All
the wheat on the Fxperimental Farm at Indian
Head hed been cut previous to the frost, ex-
copting some small patches which had been
purposcly sown late, to show the advantages,
or rather disadvautages of late sowing, One
patch, which was ready for cutting, was not
damaged to auy noticeable extent. Some of
this wheat showed & very slight trace of blight
or frost, which may have Leen caused by hot
winds, but not sufficient to injure it materially.
All the wheat not ready for cutting on the
farm was seriously damaged, This would show
that five degrees of frost would aariously injure
wheat on the'green side. The degrec of frost
was shown by a Goveroment standard iastru-
ment.

The Professor stated that some wheat was
cut on the Indian Head farm immediately after
the frost, while the balance was allowed to
stand and ripen. This test showed that the
wheat left standing for some time after the
frost turned ont a much better sample than
that cut at once.

CANNED SALMON.

The salmon pack is nowpractically completed
fn British Columbia, and the quantity of fish
put up is considerably larger thau expected.
On account of the extraordinary run last‘year,
it was expected that tho fish would be scarce
this year, as the idea prevailed that a short
season generzlly follows a very heavy run of
fish. This did not prove true, however, for
the fish wero very plentiful this year. The
pack would probably have been made very
covsiderably larger, but owing to the depressed
state of the markets from the large supply of
last year, canners were inclined to cartail the
pack., The close season for the sockeye salnion
fs now in force, and will continue until October
ist. “The 1un of this fish, however, is probably
over. The sockeye is the principal variety

canned. The cohoes, a species of salmon which °

follows the sockeyes, are now reported to be
very plentiful in British Columbia waters, but
the canners will not likely do anything with
these fish this year, in view of the low prices
prevailing. opng salmon are aleo very plenti-
ful this year in the Fraser river, the run being
reported as the largest on record on sor .e days,
but a large pumber of th'se are whi/ s fleshed,
sud are not suitable for canning, The total
pack of salmon last year for British Columbia
. and elsewhere is estimated to have been
.+ 850,000 cases in excess of the requirements of
ihie world for one yeur. Low priis, however,

may considerably increase consumption. Thore
arc four dozen tins usually in a case,

Full information as to tho total British
Columbia pack has not yet come to hand, The
pack on the northern rivers it placed at about
135,000 cases, which is larger than last year by
about 23,000 cases. The pack on tho Fraser
river last year was 303,875 cascs, making tho
total for the province 414,201 cuses. Tho total
pack this year will probably bo in the neighbor-
hood of 400,000 cases. -

The Colutmbis river has this year madoa
record of 420,307 cascs, against 321,314 cases
last year. The Alaska pack is yot to bo heard
from.

From recent veports there is evidence that
low prices is already being felt in increased
consumption, and some holders are said to bo
sfronger in their views, and with another large
pack thero is not much hnpe for average prices
for some time. The American Grocer speaks
of the New York market as follows :—

¢The demand continues active, with prices
for Alaska braads very irregular, ranging from
8! to §1.20, as to the label ; for future delivery
offers aro plenty at 90 to 950 on the coast, it
being no trouble to buy good brands at 90¢
f.0.b. at San Ihancisco. An enormoud supply
here and in England, a total pack of large
dimepsions is more than the market can stand,
snd hence 1he couservative men in the' trade
are a unit in expre:sing the opinion that present
low figures will be matntained, and thus send
an enormous guantity into comsumption and
add to the popularity of the article. Golumbia
river brands, $1.40 to $1.75; flat tins 230
higher ; brands with the key attachment are
rowing in favor and are sure to become popu-
or with consumers.”

POTATOES.

High prices for potatoes in the United States
has brought out 2 larger supply than was ex-
pected, and che increase in offerings has caused
quite a tumble in prices. At Minneapolis
prices dropped from 80 to 85 cents per bushel
to 60 to 65 cents, and other markets have also
declined. A great many western farmers grow
notatoes only for their own use, the price
ugually being g0 low t'a% they do not bother
about marketing any little surples they may
have over close home requirements, If they
have a few bushels more than they need for
family use, they are used up around the farm
for feed, or perhaps allowed to go to waste.
This season has been an exception, The scare
of a short crop had the effect of advancing
prices to unusually high prices, and with the
remunerative figures offered farmers have
gathered up all the potatoes they could spare
and sent them to market. This is the very
plausible way for accounting for recent large
offeringa. With the usual prices a portion of
these potatoes would not have been offered in
the market at all, but with the high prices
offered a great many western farmers have dis-
covered that they can spare a few bushels of
potatoes, and these coming into the market
rapidly have causcd atleast a temporary decline
in prices. A few weeks sgo very high prices
were counted upon for powiies but already
they have touched a lower figure than was
thought possible on this crop, It is question-
able, however, if this unoxpected supply will
hold out long  Potatoes are n .t grown largely
in the northwestern states, aud afterhe farm-

-

ors have markoted what surplus they can spar~.
it may bo found that the crop is still consider-
ably short of requiremonts.

UANADIAN RAILWAYS IN THE U. .

The proposals to place rostrictions upon the
Canadicn railways in handliog United States
traffic, has creatod n great uproar in certain
quarters of the Republic, Some very atrong
articles have been written donouncing any at-
tompt of the politiclans to intocfere with the
Canadian roads. Io tho Northwestern Statos
any restrictions upon the Canadina Pucifio would
be looked upon as an infringemont upon tho
righta of thatsection. The St. Paul Pioneer
Press, a Repablican journal, notes *'a concerted
atteinpt to create a public feeling against the
Canadian railroads,” in order no doubt to assist
politicians in passing logislation against these
railways. In workiog up this hostile feoling
the home competing roads are taking the lead,
and if money and agitation can do it the Cana-
dian roads will be shut out of the United States.
On the other hand there are the New Eagland
and Northwestern interests strongly opposed to
any interference with tho freedom of theso
railways. The Picneer-Press says :—

¢ As fur a® the bonding privilege is concerned,
it is certain it is immcensely more valuable to
the United States, in the sggregate than it is to
Canada. And any such action as the denial of
this privilego now, when our whole Northwest-
tern trade has been built up upon it, would be
no less than a uational calamity, Freo railway
intercourse over Canadiau railvays is an absgo.
lute necessity to the Northwest,”

The Minneapolis Commercial Bulletin, in dis.
cussing the same matter, says :— .

¢ The Northwest holds the balance of power
on the Cavadian railroad business, and the
political party that attempts to iaterfore with
the existing traffic relations with Canada, will
be very apt to hear from tho Northwest in a
most emphatic mavner when the votes shall bo
counted. The Northwest is now made up of
States. They can the better protect themseclves
because of that, and will take strong measures
to that end if it is necessary. It is sometimes
desirable for countries to form partuerships, as
well as for individusls, and in this instance the
Northwest and Canada have found it to their
mutual advantage to entertain close traffic
relations. Thers is excellent prospect that
the ocean route will be greatly shortened be.
fore many years, at most. The Canudian coast
has somewhere alung its line a harbor of suf-
ficient size to care for a large proportion of the
export and import business of the country, and
whether the Unitcd States desires it or uot,
such a barbor will be developed, its advantages
will be recoguized and the governing bodies of
the two countries will bo compelled (o legislate
in its intevest. This is & matter of the future,
of course, but it indicites strongly the real re-
lation that the United States holds to Casada
on this matter of transportation. The interests
of various parts of these couutries ave 2o closely
identified that it will be found an oxceedingly
ditficult matter to attempt any interference
with them in a manner that would make more
burdenzome the tramsportation of goods by
these routes than any other at hand, whether
in this country or not. ‘The Cavadian railroad
gucstion is one that had hetter bo handled care«

ully by our legiclators.” .




