
12 ld'lýHZ C.M-A2DA. TJMBZBIIM

\'HAT IS WASTE IN LUMBER MANU.
FACTURING.

Tins is a pertinent question, in viewv oftlhe oft-
repeateti assertion tlîat our lumbermen are the
most wvastefui set of men in any industry. For
years the cry hanq gone forth that the lumbernian is
wvasting much of the forest product. 'The ordin-
amy mind lias corne to accept this assertion as
gospel truth, and most people actualiy believe that
the average lumber manufacturer is outrageously
wasteful and extravagant in bis method of turn-
ing the greatest andi noblest of natural products
into a commercial article.

There is scarcely an instance of anyone disput-
ing this commonly-received opinion, and it may
be considered bolti to do so at tbis late date.
Nevertbeless, the so-calleti fact is to a great ex-
tent no fact at al], but simply a mis-statement,
or a misunderstanding of economic conditions.

Literaliy and strictly speaking, wvaste is that
which is neediessly throwvn away; tbat wh'ich
might bc saved by proper management.

A thing thrown away that could not hiave been
saved except at an expense equaliing its valuie
after it lhad been saved is not really wasted when
thrown away.

It is claimed that froma 20Oto 40 pier cent. of the
gmoss forest product goes mbt refuse in the pro-
cess of manufacture, but toi say that this 20 bO 40
per cent. is wvasted is a stretching of terms. In
utilizing any natural product only so much of it
wvill be turneti into merchandise as can be sold
above cost of manufacture. No business can or
wvill continue long on a bare cost basis.

With zhis understanding, thie only question
that arises is, doos thse lumber manufacturer
tbrowa:way anytbing wbicbl he can market? Or
thse question niay go farther: Does he throw
anvay anlything that 'ne coulti market nt bare cost?

Much material, handled aI a gooti deal of cost
for labor, becomes mere refuse, andi is thrown
away. Every lumber manufacturer aims to sel]
cvery bit of producî for wvhich lie cant gel back
the bare cost of the labor he bas beer! obliged toi
put into it in order to separate il from that part
of thse producî from whicb bis profit cornes. The
cost of labor expended on any portion thrown
away must be added to thc price of the mer-
chanitable part before there can bc any profit in
tbal. lience, cvery bit of the producl that can
be sold for the cosî oi the labor put into it, aids
that rnucb to the average value of the profitable
part of the product; and carrying tbis reasoning
still farther, il Ioliows that this latter part cra be
solti che.iper in proportion to tbe smaliness of tbe
amotint thrown away as unsa-lable except at a

Tilere is very little cil the forest product that is
nol usable or salable. The only question is
whcîhcr il can be tised or sold soi as to, cover cost
or niake a profit in the handling. The lumber-
man's slabs and cdlgings are ail salable, and
aIl bc eagerly bougbit if in the nmarket; and cvcry
lumbermian would be gladti selI thcnî, instend
of consigning themn to Ilis bel;but whcn a
cord of white or ycllow pine or ma-ple slabs and
cdgings thaI acbually costs, sny $ý3 a cord, to cut
into lengtis anti load on cars at the milI, and $3
a1 cord for freight, besides switching charges and
cost of unloiding, selîs aI S6 a cord, carload lots,
in sortit lovn like Chicage, St. Louis, or 'Mit.
wvaukec, it is nonsense tri cahi the miili-main wvaste-

fuI for running these slabs anti edgings into the
'lîl"instead of shipping them to nmarket.

If piling up and liolding the sawrniili refuse un-
tii such a time as a profitable market coulti be
feund were possible, tiien the question of waste
might arise, but Ibis is very seltiom possible, for
aIl miii refuse is exceedingly perislîable and soon
loses wvhatever value il niiglit have had in thse
first place. It deteriorates mucîs faster thant
market conditions ever improve.

But slabs and edgings are a smali part of the
refuse of lumbering. A large part neyer leaves
the force. Another large part is in broken bits,
bark and the dust made by the saws. This latter
substance is now much utilizeti in making steam
wvhere soi t wvoods are manufactureti, but with the
hardwoods that is almost out of tbe question anti
the furnace: rires are fed wib the heavier refuse,
sucb as slabs andi edgings. To thsat extent in
hardwood niiils the slabs anti edgings, and in
pine milis the sawdust are of real value, and they
to that extent ought to be deducteti froni thse
total of tihe refuse.

If lumbering could always be carmied on close
to towns, the question of wthat is wvaste and
wbaî is not would bc greatly siniplified; tîiere
wvould be almost no refuse, as nearly thse entire
foresî pioducî could he tumned 10 inerchantable
accouint, rit cost, anyhow; and toi tbat extent tIhe
average cost of the miore valuable product of the
lumber would be lessencd.

But in the nature of things thal is imspossible.
The necessities o! civilization, especially of the
rusbing, push'ing, somewhat burly burly civili-
zation of tIhe Unitedi States, lias deniandeti the
manufacture of lumber under conditions tIsaI ab-
solutely forbiti utiiizing more than 6o to So per
cent. of the forest product. To say tîsat the
othert 20 tr0 40 lier cent. bas been wvasied, is to
dispute the necessity for those conditions, whicli
is quite another thing.

WASTE WVAS iSEVITABLE.

IHad the tinîber in the great foresî stites of
thse northwest been cul and utiiized only under
conditions that wvould bave permitted the mer-
chandising of practically ail the forest product,
wvhere wvould the great empire of the central wesî
be to-d-îy, and wvbat %vould be the condition of the
great prairie states now tecming wvith millions
of population, busy industries anti happy homes.
That there bas been somne %vaste in the destruc-
tion of the forest is beyond dispute. Occasion-
ally this may be laid at the door of the lumber-
men, who, in their haste bo gel rich, utilized only
that part of tIhe foresi product which would yicld
large profits. But those instanccs have been
race, and wvere happily confined to a very iew
ycars as fair as the greal pine states have been
conccrnied. Under prescrnt conditions lucre is
reailly little actual %vaste. That is, little or nonc
of tic gross forest product is thrown away wluich
can bc solti cvcn at cost, andi as civilization witb
ils ivanls andi ils small industries is crowding
dloser and dloser arouind the satwmill, every year
shows a great decrease in tbe amount of actual
refuse or worthless product.

In the oid eastern states there is little refuse,
litîle ot the tforest bulkz but that yields at least
cost, and the percentage thiat pays a profit lias
izrown ver large there compared wvith the newer
norîbwcst. The lime is r.ot far distant whcn in
all states wvhere any lumbering will continue,
theme will bc practically no forcet matemial tbrown

awvay except the bare tw~igsafnd le.o es, and P.
haps tlîey too may, in the near future, beuj.
ized to the cxtcnt rit Ieast of the c. -%t or gaît.
ing themn, cilliez- for fertilizcrs or foi u'se in boc
chernical processes whereby valuabiL substzcz,
may be extracted at a profit.

There is undoubteclly ait present a largerpr
portion of the southern forest going into rtfot
than elsewvhere east of the Rocky rnountai,
and this resuilts fromn conditions stateti lieretofm
such as want of market for anlyttimig but tý
regular products of lumbering, and the abstna
of a crowding population and small îndusidest
utilize the refuse.

But cven in the south there is an aiîpros'eait
in sortie respects, industries are making in ti
direction, and certain processes for the convedxQ
of refuse into merchantable products are beiù'
introcluced whichi bid fiair to change the cons.
tions greatly. Wliat is wvaste under one con&.
tion is not under another. For instance, wij
corn highi and coal cheap and within easy rtat%
it would be wasteful for the wvestern farmetru
bumn his corn; but that question was reverud
wvhen the conditions were.

There is much the saine condition in miicq
coal as in the manufacture of lumber. Arouzj
the great mines of Pennsylvania and Ohio thtre
are doubtless millions of tons of coal dust thu
are practically refuse and worthless aitpset
because not marketable under present conditiorý
even at cost. Still, the production of such reiUs
is a necessary concomitant of that Ibu.s Ns, a-, 1
no one dlaims it is a wvaste tri run that di..t ini
ravines and out-of-the-way places, to lie thea
tinused. Why riot apply the same reasonirg
to the sawdust hicaps and slab piles, or the refcs-
burn&rs of the lumberman, and stop the evr*
lasting hue andi cry of the lumberman'.- cxtrava.
gance and criminal %vaste?

The real wvaster of the forces of this countT
has been the settler, the farmer wvbo lias chopped
down and burned upon thc ground many tinS
the amouint, of timber iant, ail the lumbcrrnien d
the couutry have ever run into their refuse heapi
Tie settler or farmer has been a niîuch inet
wvanton destroyer of the forests than the meit
reckless lumberman ever known. O. S. Wh:.
more, in The Tradesman.
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ENQURY FOR BROOM HANDIES AND
SKEWERS.

EihoNr. CAune, 3.t1hSISA

lsi uA Lon.don firm of inmportcrs ask2 tac fit n-
of Canadia-n liroduccrs of tsasswrxd hanncUci, wood M.oclr d
tcxl pinc for flooring and paving, trnd :manufacer- efst-cim
(wooçicn). 1 have gsvcn scecr2I ciames, but sb,,mld te
plcascd t0 hcar from any films who msould like toi Le ,icda
comimunicaion wsili, the bouse making the ccsquiry.

Another receni cnquiry wrhich mîght inticcsi yot» raý
is [rom à bouse in tce 'Midlands claiminz a large c.-.ncci
in the chair tradc, ulio tish in hear fiomn Canadian rp~oei
of chair paris cul out from b:rch and sawn to shapcz :adî ix
cutiing up. Vie film ini question considers tbat il. ic isz
opcnirîg for jus: developmcnt in this linc. Cinads altez-j
docs traite in chair part-, but there arc probably hous.,-, wbkc-
mig'li likeC Io taise île imalîcr up.

Any communication or infrrsnation addrcsed to mc ni tc
placcid belire my corrcçponticnis.

Vouis (aithfutUy,
11I. WATrSON.

Curator Canadian. Section, Imiperial Insîi,:ute.


