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Some of the xnost iufinential nesaesof Canada oppose rc(newael of theallianice between Great Britain snd Japan. There a1re also secotionq of Britishopinion which have always regarded thle alliaince withi distavour. It will b.remembered that the first treaty withi Japan was entered into diiring (JreatBritain's period of «splendid isolation". Franc was no)t, too frienidi1v. Ruissiawas in league with France, and even closer Io <lermiany than to Great Britaini,there was sniouldering if flot acetive hostility to the Britishi Emnpire at B3erlin.and even at Washington thiere was at best a feeling of coid neutrality. Therehave been revolutionary changes lu the relation,, of the great nations to theBritishi Empire and te one another, but there are still powerful if net decisýiveresens for a close understanding between Britain and Japan.Tii. position of Australia cannot be ignored. It woùld be idie to denythe power of Japan to make misehief iii India or even to effeet a dangerousalliance with Russia. Probably, tee, Britain as an ally of Japan, ha.- greaterpower te protect China than ah. would have if neo actutal alliance existed.-fixer. is no prospect that Britain will ever support Japan in agesve actionagainst the United States. This seems te b. fully understood at Washingtonand at Tekio. Doubtless this understandiug will be made more absolute inany renewal of the treaty if there is need for more definite reservations. Itla true that Canada ean have ne intere.st in the Pacifie, uer any relation withJapan even under Imperial engagements, whieli could separate Ottawa audWasington. If Canada is te interpret the. British Empire on this continentthe first sud last letter of the. condition is sympatiiy and co-operation betweenthe. Dominion snd the Republic. As te this we msy be certain that Britishstatesmen have ne illusion even were it net inconceivable that the MeotherCountry co\ild consider any alliance whiehi would hold the possibilities of con-fiet with the, Amerlemn people.

But as an al-ly et Japan Great Britain eau b. very powerful lu promotinggoodwill between mericans and Japanese and in maintaiuing happy relationshetwe Japsu and the. British oversea Dominions. No alliance whieh stjo<jthe. test ef war eau b. lightly abandoned and oue does not ueed te go farbeneath the, surfac, te find preguant raosagainst any action by GreatBritaiu whieh would excite distrust at Tokio and breed the suspicion thatineet hostile te Japan would heuceforth <èntrol British world pulicy.There is nothing in eeufiot with the. Covenants ef the, League of Nationsin the. British nderstauding with Japan. To refuse te renew a treaty whicwas respected by that country and which waa neyer made an instrument ofageson would seem like a proclamation of distrust whleli Japanese States-men weuld reseut and whieh British stts eould net explain lu languagewhieh a prend aud spirited people eould esily aeeept as consonant wlth theidignity or ther honour.
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