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of the huge size of llie natives, seemed, hi the first instance, to be
too positive to bo dirogarded. Tlio voyages of Captains King and
Fitzroy, m this quarter, by order of tlie Hritisli government, have
supplied as with frcsii information on this curious and intcrosting
subject. The following facts may be fully relied upon.

Patagonian.

The Patagonians are at present divided into four tribes, each of

which has a separate leader or cacique ; but they all speak one

language. When it is found convenient, they all assemble in one

place, but if food becomes scarce, or quarrels happen, each party

withdraws to its own territory. At such times one body will

encroach upon the hunting grounds of another, and a battle is the

consequence. Thef whole Patagonian nation comprises not above

four or five thousand souls, and the women exceed the men three

to one. The Patagonians are generally tall and stout, though

not giants ; no one has been seen for many years much above six

feet in height. Yet it seems indisputable that the Patagonians

are really the tallest race of men in the world, taken collec-

tively. Not more than one in forty or fifty of the adults is below

five feet nine or ten inches. The cacique Cangopol, measured hy

Falkner, was more than seven feet high. The women are tall in

proportion to the men. Both men and women, moreover, have a


