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two or three years, and the Episcopalian gentry and

clergy openly proclaimed their triumph. The Cathoho

Bishop, swayed by the reasons which had influenced his

brother Prelates, recommended his Clergy not to notice

the defiances daily issued to them. But the circumstances

of the locality were peculiar, and considerations all-pow-

erful elsewhere, were thought by many to be but second-

ary in Derry. Four generations had passed away since

CathoUc and Protestant had combatted on that ground.

The material victory had been with the Protestant, and

his descendants gloried in the inl eritance of their con-

quest. The descendants of the vanquished had multi-

plied and regained a par u of their old inheritance ; social

ambition began to stir in their breasts, and it was no

longer quite safe to treat them with indignity. There

was need of a triumph for them ; there was need of a

lesson to the Ascendancy. The Bishop's Pastoral threw

a gloom upon their path, and murmurs, not loud but

" The Protestant ministers took occasion, from a slight incident at

Maghera, between Rev. J. McKenna and Rev. Spencer Enox, to chal-

lenge the Priests of this diocese to a public discussion, which chal-

lenge Dr. McLaughlin prevented the Priests from accepting. The

sensation produced in the minds of Catholics and Protestants by Ihis

prohibition, was such as I would not wish ever to witness again, and

rendered it imperative on every Priest who could open his mouth tc

come out in defence of the faith. This was an occasion such as Dr.

Maginn loved, and the young preacher appeared in his glory."*

* Letter of Bev. Mr. Flanagan, of Coloralno.


