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certain coinditions, the leaft evil. They

knew that, when the people thought them-

(elves aggrieved, they muft be redrefled.

They knew that difcontent was one of the

inoft undefirable ftates of the public mind.

They knew that difcontent, when (hut up,

grew ftronger and more menacing ; and they

conceived that it was true political wifdom

to provide it a channel by which to cxprefs

itfclf. Mr. Pitt is determined mat there

Ihall be no difcontent. At leart he is deter-

mined, that difcontent (hall not declare

itfelf, and that no clamours Ihall be heard,

tie fhuts up every avciuie, of open confult-

ing, of political publications, and of private

convcrfation. Minifters will be found per-

haps, to be fufficiently ignorant at prefent

of; the llate of the public mind. It is one

of the great problems of political govern-

ment to be adequately acquainted with it.

The moll fatal efFedts have always followed

from this ignorance. The American war

was begun, from a perfuafion that the ma-
• jority of the people were loyalifts : and the

"prefent war would probably never have

,- been undertaken, if the Englifli govern-

ment had j!iot believed, tiwt the great mafs
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