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As tim m»!mb»Ts an* in tin' Im.J\. or tin- uraiichci in tlio viiif, or (.'hri>t in

llic Futlier,— sf» is llic brlifvcr in (imi, "\i\ lliut thiy y<' ^llaII kimw thai I

:iiu ill the Fiithrr, niul yi' in me anil I in you." To Ic in (Joil— in ("inist \h

just to realize by u irracions expeneiuelln' fiillilnniit (il tlie aiifient proiuise.

••I will walk in tln'iu ami iKvell in theni"—makiny the boiliesol' t!ie pedjih'

the temple of tli(» Holy (Jliost !

!

If our exposition ot th(? tiist phrase ''in the I.on'," be currect, the secomt—"dying in the Lord," \vill be very ea>i!y under^totKl and foon explained :

To "dio'iii the Lord" prosuppoio^ our walking by tlir same mh? ami niind-

in^ the »ame Ihiui?, holding ta>t whereinitu \Vf l,a\(.' alieady attained, to be
endiirini^ hardship as i^rml soldier." of Jesus Christ, to endnn! to the end

—

overcominijthron'jfh the blood of the Lamb, tin; world, the liesh, .'iii<l tin;

devil. To die in the Lord is jii.-t to depart this lite in the lirm and unshaken
belief of reali/.in<r the bh^ssed provisions of tin; covj'iiant of mercy exhibited

in the promise* fJe^us,»• In my FutluM's house are many n;aiisions, 1 iiOt(» pre-

pare a place for yon, I wdlseeyon au'ain and your heart shall rejoice, and
your joy iio man taketh from yon" ! 'J"o ilic in the Lord, is to die in submis-
sion to his will, cht.'erfully drinkin:_' the cup Ik- has mingled ; m the hope,

(stronjj even in death,) that \vu shall be like him and see him as he is, ami
be ever with the Lord.

IL In what their blessedness consists.

"Blessed are the dead that die in tin' Lord." Wt- are not to suppose that

tlioy were never blessed till they died, (fidt would be a tremenilousariruinenl

aifaiiLst ^eli^^on, as showinij that whatever exi-cllency it miirht poss(!ss, and
vvhat(5ver blessins havi; in reserve for 'lie srodly in the world to come ; it is

not exactly the thing for ihcpvnfcut world : but it /uik the promise of the

life that now is—a promise in every ca<e fuliilled to a i,aeafer or less extent.

God doe.s not re<|uire the people to wait till they conic to tin; heavenly coun-
try ere they are blessed, an inxtttlmvnt is ::raciously paid now ! (iodliiies.s

meets the sinners present necessities— it //«</.< him jiuilty and takes away
his sin, and -livc'.s him peace—peace in beUeviu'^. It linds him under the

influence oj'fear, but it takes away the spirit of a slave, and i>ive.s him that

of a son ; trom the moment the soul is enabled by irrace to re}X)sc its whole
confidence in finished work of the Reibn'tner—allcoiidenmation isi^oncand
it is blessed with all spiritual blessinirs in heavenly places in Chri.st, in the

course of his journey, he oft, •imls it irood to draw near unto God— lie

diinks of the brook by the way -;heLord is his shepherd ami leads him into

•fteen pastures and beside the st ',] waters, his cup of spiritual comfoit is of-

ten full to overflowiuGr; izoodness and mercy follow him, and compass him
about. David's experience may bf! considered a fair tyi>e of God's ilealinirs

with his children, who find him continually with them, takini; them by the

right hand, j^uidini;' them with his counsel, that he may brinatliem to priory

!

•2. And as they are blessed in (iciv^ so they are in dying. Look at David,
walking through the valley of the shadow of death, fearing no evil—and at

JStephen, how calm, composed and happy ! //«/;;«/.'' how could ho be other-

wise, spending his last breath in prayers lor his murderous assailants,

and, beholding the blcs.sed Redeemer nt the right hand ot God, waiting lo

receive his spirit : and Paul, ci'cn in a prison, in his last moments thought

only of the crown of righteousness which the Lord the righteous judge would
give him in that day !

It is a special part of the ble^spdne.ss of those tliat die in the Lord, that

they are saved from the uncertainty,— the awful uncertainty—the for-

ribie dread of the future, in which many die, not knowing what is before

them. Infidel men may speak of a leap in the dark, but light [* ;-o\vn for thi


