
i

i8 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. their point, in that way of negociation, to
'^"^ ' ftrengthen themfclves upon the premifes, and to

fupport a bad argument by force of arms.

Such was the fituation of affairs in America,

and the moft certain index of the meafures taken

by the French, upon the figning of the treaty of

Aix-la-Chapelle ; in which they gained this Angu-

lar advantage, to encourage- them to proceed in

their ufurpations in North America j namely.

That, notwithftanding it was notorious to all the

world, that the increafe of their territory and the

diminution of our power, on that continent, had

been the object of the French councils, ever fince

the treaty of Utrecht ; and that hoftilities were

commenced in thofe parts, before the war; the

Weaknefs Britifli miniftry, neither availed themfelves of the

Britifh mi- War to difpoffefs the French of our property ; nor,
niftry. when they were negociating a peace, does it ap-

pear, that they paid any regard to a point of the

laft importance to Great Britain. If his Majcfty's

plenipotentiaries received no inftrU(5tions on that

head, it could not be owing co the want of intel-

ligence ; for it is certain that repeated remon-

ftrances were tranfmitted from the Governors of

our colonies againft the practices of the French;

which fcarce can be thought to have mifcarried ;

or to have been deftroyed or negledted by them in

power.

BiitUhcon- Great Britain, ev«r credulous, was the only

the pcau'. power that difarm.d, and could not believe any

latent evil defign, in the mealures taken, by her

pcrlidious neighbours, to break the peace. Even

his


